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(57) Abstract

A system (170) for the evaluation of a timing vector to determine whether reliable timing recovery may be established at a
predetermined center frequency, or from a specific pilot tone in the received signal (53). According to the present invention, the timing
vector is created using band edge filters (57, 59), a pilot tone timing recovery band pass filter (171), or other suitable means. The timing
vector is then sampled a predetermined number of times. The sampled timing vectors are plotted on a complex plane to evaluate (103) the
general distribution of the sampled timing vectors. Timing recovery is then established using an acceptable timing vector as determined by
comparing the distribution of the sampled vectors with a predetermined distribution threshold. In particular, a narrow distribution indicates
minimun signal noise, interference, or disruption, whereas a wide distribution indicates the opposite. The instant invention also includes a
means (103) of evaluating the timing vector at several center frequencies in the case of band edge timing recover until an acceptable timing
vector is found.
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