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(54) Sinker weight for an angler’s line

(57) ASinker(9}is made up froma
plurality of Sections (10 to 16)
supported on a hanger (17} which can
be attached to a fishing line by a ring
(17a). The hanger has two legs (17¢)
normally sprung apart so that the
hooked ends (17d) engage in recesses
in the lower surface of the lowermost
weight. To remove a weight section or
add another one, the sections on the
hanger are pushed upwardly, the legs
(17¢) are pushed together and the legs
can then pass through central apertures
in the weight sections.
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SPECIFICATION
Sinker weight for an angler’s line

5 . Thisinvention relates to a sinker weight for an
angler’s fishing line. Such a sinker weight is nor-
fnally attached at or near the end of the line and after
the line has been cast out or lowered, rests on the
bed of the sea, river or other water to hold the line

10 and the bait in position.

A problem exists in heavy or fast moving water
that the weight may not have sufficient mass to
remain on the bed or may have too much mass so as
to make the fishing line too heavy and insensitive.

15 The normal way to overcome this is to use a variety
of fishing sinkers having a weight ranging from 2
ozs. (57 gms.) to 2 lbs. (0.92 kgms.) These weights
are individually attached to the line to match the flow
of water and need to be changed frequently to obtain

20 the most effective weight as the tide conditions
change. The angler must therefore carry a large
number of expensive heavy sinkers and lose time
frequently detaching and exchanging them.

An object of this invention is to provide a variable

25 weight sinker which can be readily adjusted by
removing or adding weight sections from a retaining
hanger, which remains attached to the fishing line.

Accordingly the present invention provides a
sinker weight for an anglers’ fishing line comprising

30 a plurality of weight sections, a retaining hanger for
supporting one or more of the weight sections and
having fastening means at one end for attachment to
a fishing line and retaining means at the other end
for engaging the lower supported weight section,

35 the retaining means being manually movable bet-
ween a retaining position in which it prevents the
lower section being disengaged from the hanger and
a release position in which it allows sections to be
removed or added to the hanger without disconnect-

40 ing the hanger from the fishing line.

Preferably in the retaining position the lower
weight section prevents the movement of the retain-
ing means to its release position. In this case the
lower weight section is normally moved along the

45 hanger from the retaining position towards the end
attached to the fishing line to a position in which the
retaining means can be moved to the release posi-
tion.

Preferably the retaining means is sprung towards

50 the retaining position. In a preferred embodiment
the hanger has two legs of sprung wire and the
natural spring of the wire urges these apart to pro-
vide the spring loading. The weight sections are pro-

ided with apertures of a size through which the leg

55 2nds can pass only when the ends are moved
together. The ends are preferably bent outwardly
and may engage in recesses or apertures in the
lower surface of the weight sections so that in the
retaining position the ends of the legs cannot be

60 moved together to the release position.

One embodiment of a sinker, in accordance with
the invention, will now be described by way of

example only with reference to the accompanying
drawings, in which:—

65 Figure 1is a side view showing a sinker fully assem-
bled to its maximum weight,

Figures 2A and 2B are plan and axial cross sectional
views respectively of one weight section of the
sinker,

70 Figure 3 is a side view of the central retaining hanger
on an enlarged scale, and
Figure 4, parts a. to f. show a side view of the sinker
with one weight assembled and showing how
weight sections are added or removed.

75 Asinker9, of conventional form, that is conical
and circular in transverse cross section although it
could be rectangular or polygonal, is made up from a
plurality of sections numbered 10 to 16. A retaining
hanger 17, is made from a single piece of spring wire

80 and comprises an eye 17a of circular form forming a
fastening means for attaching it to a fishing line, fol-
lowed by a twisting form 17b and legs 17c, the ends
of which are turned outwardly through 180° to form
hooks 17d. The spring of the wire naturally urges the

85 legs apart so that the hooked ends form a sprung
retaining means at the lower end of the hanger.

One weight 16 is shown in Figures 2A and B. but it
should be understood that each of the weight is simi-
lar. Weight 16 is formed with a rectangular aperture

90 16¢ extending axially therethrough and a pair of
apertures or recesses 16b on either side of the cen-
tral aperture and opening at least to the lower sur-
face 16a of the weight. As there is seen in Figure 4
the central aperture 16¢ is sufficiently large that

95 when the legs 17¢ of the hanger are pushed together
they can pass through the central aperture so that
weight sections can be pushed on or removed from
the hanger.

In the retaining position of the hanger the legs

100 spring apart and the hooked ends 17d enter into the
apertures or recesses on either side of the central
aperture of whichever weight section is lowermost
on the hanger. In this retaining position the legs
cannot be moved together until the weight sections

105 on the hanger are pushed upwards releasing the

hooks from the apertures or recesses and allowing
the hooks to be pushed together to the release posi-
tion in which they can pass through the central aper-
tures in the weight sections.

It will be appreciated that with this arrangement
sections can be easily removed from or added to the
hanger without the need to disconnect it from the
fishing line. In addition only one sinker ratherthan a
number of sinkers of different weights need be car-
115 ried.

it is not necessary for the hanger to comprise two
legs with sprung apart and turned out ends. For
example in another form a simple rod hanger could
have an end which is pivotable between a position

120 aligned with the remainder of the hangerand a
retaining position transverse thereto.

CLAIMS

1. Asinker weight for an anglers’ fishing line

comprising a plurality of weight sections, a retaining

110

The drawing(s) originally filed was/were informal and the print here reproduced is taken
from a later filed formal copy.
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hanger for supporting one or more of the weight
sections and having fastening means at one end for
attachment to a fishing line and retaining means at
the other end for engaging the lower supported
weight section, the retaining means being manually
movable between the retaining position in which it
prevents the lower section being disengaged from
the hanger and a release position in which it allows
sections to be removed or added to the hanger with-
out disconnection from the fishing line.

2. Asinker weight according to Claim 1, in which
in the retaining position the lower weight section
prevents the movement of the retaining means ta its
release position.

3. Asinker weight according to Claim 2, in which
the lower weight section must be moved along the
hanger towards said one end from the retaining pos-
ition before the retaining means can be moved to the
release position.

4. Asinker weight according to any of Claims 1 to
3, in which the retaining means is sprung towards
the retaining position.

5. Asinker weight according to Claim 4, in which
the hanger has two legs of spring wire which are
naturally sprung apart to provide the spring loading.

6. A sinker weight according to any of Claims 1 to
5, in which the hanger has a pair of legs normally
spaced apart and having outwardly extending ends.

7. Asinker weight according to Claim 6, in which
each weight section is provided with an aperture of a
size through which the outwardly extending leg ends
can pass only when the leg ends are moved together
to the release position.

8. Asinker weight according to any of Claims 4to
7, in which the ends of the legs are hooked and each
ofthe weight sections is provided in a lower surface
with apertures or recesses into which the hooked
ends engage in the retaining position so as to pre-
vent said leg ends being moved together to the
release position.

9. Asinker weight substantially as described
herein with reference to the accompanying draw-
ings.
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