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Meeting Particulars Provides An Indication Of The Source Meeting

FIG. 2



U.S. Patent

Jun.

21,2011

Sheet 3 of 9 US 7,966,566 B2

Shant thney

£nyd Hmes

Wi Reyrdes:

@\\\\\\\\

Bdriegds
s
Wiwng:

SLURS mrv g bandhng with

ot Ream

3 5;‘& 0 COMET - BN

\.360

drchire and nesd sl

thin e SOR &
\ 150

FIG. 3



U.S. Patent Jun. 21,2011 Sheet 4 of 9 US 7,966,566 B2

100

Lhrleh

oo Spppintmerd

SR WO Tl

Rapuesl Basparase

Sfows Mo T Fropossls

A v Beroyy At S

ansd Sleadivgg

s

Potsy iaRaags b Sitariiseg

Ry sth Messags chbel B

Reply b Al sth Sessage O

Create Follow-up Meeting ~

At T

U pseting Weelapass o

ing within the XOR Architeciure snd next slegs. &

ST

cine i wa




US 7,966,566 B2

Sheet 5 of 9

Jun. 21, 2011

U.S. Patent

G Ol

adey dryaeg abueys wdTo:5-1d0n: s -5

TR A RARYE

........... o Tl & ks

o ISR

R0 e afiessol - SINPaYYDAY WY Tk £ LiES EUI T

s Bunsai dn-mojlo4 31020

< B E U0 Agsogng & _— 4 SI2p0d 2Al] 20y Ul IEpUSET
32207 LIEL)) LIUNT AR 3R {1} JepUaED

{297

eaaDiS] I BA0WEH A0 DpY

Sy S oty

BIEALL | el LEOESE

.......

SJUSRITR I3y MRy T R e

pEm JO-]

- @ @ i g

00s



U.S. Patent

Jun. 21, 2011

Sheet 6 of 9

US 7,966,566 B2

600

/\/
VA /N
\ /
4 620
) 610
|
MICRO- &1\ comm 88| iNnpuTER | 210
PROCESSOR PORT DEVICE
A A h A
612
0 v
< : 7y yy 4
] 618
‘N A y
~_ ROM .. RAM ¢
GROUPWARE
CLIENT 6181
GROUPWARE DATA

FIG. 6



US 7,966,566 B2

Sheet 7 of 9

Jun. 21, 2011

U.S. Patent

0S2

- 2lEn SEAUIENg JAWOTEn: dojaaad;

uadcy ENELS
[EIT0TH Aoy
P2A, JBW0ITNE AloBayen

_‘nwmow__.m, O r /l

LO0TFWES

WEBEM 0gL

oy

AL
Juaag Aed Iy
Al Lrageq pug

A ] Hels

]3]
ooy
uorpEan

Jaalng

004




US 7,966,566 B2

Sheet 8 of 9

Jun. 21, 2011

U.S. Patent

B OARE A,

AEOC] SRR AUEd0T

SR A, BONDAL

113 sty

pa
lewr
yeel

RAC STAIET

Eanhay adsias |

JBpA0 2aes
T ==
Apunoddn

prea]

o

Ly

.

ey

.




US 7,966,566 B2

Sheet 9 of 9

Jun. 21, 2011

U.S. Patent

[e3798/60/de"shURRaW,

09 geg-/

r N\ BB SEAUSNG JAWOIENT dofpas;

snpac) Auasi syl o Bugsaw dh-ano)ad;

................................... uoolg S1EN LIS Ydosor ~ oL
TR WETW Q)L emedio
i HaAT A Y
I 00Z7EE} B pug

. 016 1 :
S—_— CITITG L BT
SAIOL EoD
A10B3I05 seieow; 0€6 oo

r\ Loppea0
alen S5AUIENg JaW0)END dojaasd dn-anagod; Palgng

J

006




US 7,966,566 B2

1
SYSTEMS AND METHODS TO CREATE
FOLLOW-UP MEETINGS

FIELD

Some embodiments relate to the creation of meetings
within a software environment. In particular, some embodi-
ments concern the creation of follow-up meetings within a
shared scheduling system.

BACKGROUND

Software applications may facilitate collaboration and
communication between employees, customers, suppliers,
etc. For example, these applications may provide electronic
mail exchange, calendaring functions, contact management,
and meeting creation. Such software applications include
activity management applications of Enterprise Resource
Planning systems (e.g., SAP ERP®) and groupware applica-
tions (e.g., Microsoft Outlook®, Lotus Notes®).

Using one of the above software applications, a user may
open a new meeting and associate the meeting with a subject,
one or more attendees, a date and time, and a meeting venue.
Other meeting particulars may be specified as well, including
but not limited to an attachment, invitation text, and dial-in
information. The meeting is then sent (e.g., in object form) to
the one or more attendees, who each may accept or deny the
meeting. If accepted by an attendee, the meeting and its
associated particulars may be added to the attendee’s elec-
tronic calendar.

During the actual meeting, attendees may determine that a
follow-up meeting is needed. The final minutes of the meeting
are therefore consumed with creating the follow-up meeting
in view of the attendees’ respective schedules.

To create the follow-up meeting, the meeting organizer
may open a new meeting and associate each of the desired
attendees with the new meeting. Association of the desired
attendees may allow the meeting organizer to view the attend-
ees’ schedules. Accordingly, the meeting organizer specifies
a future date and time for the meeting based on the attendees’
schedules. Also specified may be a subject and body text
indicating the meeting on which the new meeting is based,
attachments, and a venue.

Unbeknownst to typical users, a follow-up meeting may
also be created by copying and pasting the current meeting to
an arbitrary date and time. Such action creates a duplicate of
the original meeting including all the meeting particulars of
the original meeting (e.g., subject, body text, venue, attend-
ees), albeit scheduled at the arbitrary date and time. The
meeting organizer may view the attendees’ schedules to
specify an appropriate date and time for the meeting, and may
further modify the copied meeting particulars to indicate that
the new meeting is based on a previous meeting.

Creation of a follow-up meeting therefore requires the
meeting organizer to perform the same, if not more, steps as
were performed to create an original meeting on which the
follow-up meeting is based. This requirement creates ineffi-
ciencies any time a follow-up meeting is created, and may be
particularly troublesome if the follow-up meeting is to be
created during a time period allotted to the original meeting.
Improved creation of follow-up meetings is therefore desired.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a view of a groupware client user interface dis-
playing meeting particulars of a source meeting according to
some embodiments.
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FIG. 2 is a flow diagram of a process according to some
embodiments.

FIG. 3 is a view of a groupware client user interface dis-
playing meeting particulars of a next meeting according to
some embodiments.

FIG. 4 is a view of a groupware client user interface dis-
playing meeting particulars of a source meeting and a context
menu for creating a next meeting according to some embodi-
ments.

FIG. 5 is a view of a groupware client user interface dis-
playing meeting particulars of a source meeting and a pull-
down menu for creating a next meeting according to some
embodiments.

FIG. 6 is a block diagram of a computing system according
to embodiments.

FIG. 7 is a view of a Customer Relationship Management
user interface displaying meeting particulars of a source
meeting according to some embodiments.

FIG. 8 is a view of a Customer Relationship Management
user interface displaying meeting particulars of a source
meeting and a pull-down menu for creating a next meeting
according to some embodiments.

FIG. 9 is a view of a Customer Relationship Management
user interface displaying meeting particulars of a next meet-
ing according to some embodiments.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

FIG. 1 presents user interface 100 of a groupware client.
According to some embodiments, the groupware client may
comprise any application capable of creating a meeting asso-
ciated with meeting particulars. For example, the groupware
client may comprise Microsoft Outlook®, Lotus Notes®,
Mozilla Thunderbird®, Qualcomm Eudora®, Google
Gmail®, or any other suitable application that is or becomes
known. The groupware client may be executed, and user
interface 100 may be displayed, by any suitable hardware,
including but not limited to a desktop computer, a laptop
computer, a Personal Digital Assistant, a cellular telephone, a
dedicated terminal, and a dedicated handheld device.

Userinterface 100 of FIG. 1 displays meeting particulars of
an already-created meeting. More particularly, it will be
assumed that the meeting represented in user interface 100
has been previously added to a user’s calendar. User interface
100 is then displayed in response to an instruction from the
user to open the meeting (e.g., double-clicking on an icon
representing the meeting). In this regard, the meeting of user
interface 100 may represented by an iCalendar object com-
pliant with Request For Comments (RFC) 2445—Internet
Calendaring and Scheduling Core Object Specification.

The meeting particulars associated with the meeting of
interface 100 include attendees 110 (i.c., represented by their
respective electronic mail addresses), meeting subject 120,
meeting venue 130, and meeting date and time 140. The
meeting particulars also include text block 150, dial-in infor-
mation 160, and attachment 170. Embodiments are not lim-
ited to the meeting particulars shown in user interface 100,
nor to the particular appearance, arrangement and function of
user interface 100.

User interface 100 includes toolbar buttons 180 and 185.
Toolbar button 180 allows the user to save the meeting and
any changes to the meeting particulars, while toolbar button
185 allows the user to send the meeting and any such changes
to attendees 110. According to some embodiments, selection
of’button 185 causes the groupware client to create an internet
electronic mail message, to attach the meeting and its particu-
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lars to the electronic mail message (e.g., as an iCalendar
object), and to send the electronic mail message to each of
attendees 100.

The internet electronic mail message may comply with
RFC 2822—Internet Message Format, and may also comply
with one or more extensions to RFC 2822 (e.g., RFC 2045—
Multipurpose Internet Mail Extensions (MIME) Part One:
Format of Internet Message Bodies, RFC 2046—Multipur-
pose Internet Mail Extensions (MIME) Part Two: Media
Types, RFC 2049—Multipurpose Internet Mail Extensions
(MIME) Part Five: Conformance Criteria and Examples).
Corresponding groupware clients of attendees 110 may
receive the electronic mail message and import the attached
meeting into their respective calendars.

The above-described elements of user interface 100 may be
known to those in the art. Some embodiments further include
a user interface element such as Create Follow-up toolbar
button 190. A user may interact with (i.e., click on) button 190
to issue an instruction to create a next meeting based on the
meeting of user interface 100, hereinafter identified as the
“source” meeting. Other user interface elements for issuing
such an instruction according to some embodiments will be
described below.

FIG. 2 is a flow diagram of process 200 which may be
executed in response to the above instruction according to
some embodiments. Although examples of process 200 will
be described with respect to user interface 100 and the group-
ware client associated therewith, embodiments are not lim-
ited thereto.

Process 200 and all other processes mentioned herein may
be embodied in processor-executable program code read
from one or more of a computer-readable medium, such as a
floppy disk, a CD-ROM, a DVD-ROM, a Zip™ disk, a mag-
netic tape, and a signal encoding the process, and then stored
in a compressed, uncompiled and/or encrypted format. In
some embodiments, hard-wired circuitry may be used in
place of, or in combination with, program code for imple-
mentation of processes according to some embodiments.
Embodiments are therefore not limited to any specific com-
bination of hardware and software.

Initially, at S210, an instruction is received to create a next
meeting based on a source meeting, wherein the source meet-
ing is associated with a first plurality of meeting particulars.
In some embodiments, the source meeting is itself a “next”
(i.e., follow-up) meeting based on a prior source meeting. The
instruction may be received at S210 by detecting user inter-
action with a user interface element such as Create Follow-up
button 190 of user interface 100.

The next meeting is automatically created at S220 in
response to the received instruction. The next meeting is
associated with a second plurality of meeting parameters, and
at least one of the second plurality of meeting parameters
provides an indication of the source meeting. User interface
300 of FIG. 3 illustrates a next meeting and an associated
second plurality of meeting parameters that may be automati-
cally created according to some embodiments of S220.

As shown, the second plurality of meeting particulars
includes attendees 110 of the source meeting represented by
user interface 100. Meeting subject 320 comprises both sub-
ject 120 of the source meeting and an indication of the source
meeting (i.e., the text “Follow-Up”). This indication indicates
that the next meeting of user interface 300 is a follow-up
meeting, and therefore indicates the existence of its associ-
ated source meeting.

Venue 330 is not automatically assigned to the next meet-
ing according to the illustrated embodiment. In some embodi-
ments, the venue of the source meeting is automatically asso-
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ciated with the next meeting. Meeting date and time 340 of the
next meeting may be determined based on a pre-defined rule
(e.g., one week from the start time of the source meeting).
According to some embodiments of S220, respective avail-
able time periods associated with each of attendees 110 are
determined and a meeting time of the next meeting is deter-
mined based on the respective available time periods. Date
and time 340 of the next meeting may be unassigned at S220
and completed by the user based on attendee schedules
viewed via Scheduling tab 345.

The meeting particulars automatically created at S220 also
include text block 350 and text block 360, each of which
provides an indication of the source meeting. In this regard,
text block 350 indicates the existence of its associated source
meeting and text block 360 specifies some of the meeting
particulars of the source meeting. Text block 150 and attach-
ment 170 of the source meeting are also automatically asso-
ciated as meeting particulars of the next meeting at S220.
Dial-in information 370 of the next meeting may differ in
whole or in part from dial-in information 160 of the source
meeting.

According to some embodiments, text block 360 also
includes a link to the source meeting. The link might com-
prise a text description and/or a hyperlink, which, if selected,
causes the source meeting to open in a separate window.

The meeting particulars of the next meeting may be auto-
matically determined at S220 based on any combination of
rules and/or user-definable preferences. For example, accord-
ing to some embodiments, no attendees are associated with
the automatically-created next meeting, text block 360 is
omitted from the automatically-created next meeting, and/or
attachments of the source meeting are not associated with the
next meeting. Generally, embodiments are not limited to sec-
ond meeting particulars created as shown in user interface
300.

As mentioned above, the source meeting itself may com-
prise a follow-up meeting according to some embodiments.
Accordingly, the “next” meeting comprises a follow-up of a
follow-up meeting. Some embodiments may automatically
determine meeting particulars of a follow-up of a follow-up
differently than in the case of a “first” follow-up. For
example, an indicator such as “Follow-up” might not be
added to the subject of the “second” follow-up meeting. Also
oralternatively, S220 may include a determination of whether
the attendees of the first follow-up meeting are identical to the
attendees of the source meeting, and, if not, the user may be
presented with a query such as “Attendee participated
in the source meeting—Add to this meeting?”.

Send button 380 may be selected to send the next meeting
and the second plurality of meeting particulars to attendees
110 after process 200. Any of the second plurality of meeting
particulars may be modified by the user after S220 and prior
to selecting Send button 380. Selection of Send button 380
may cause the groupware client to create an internet elec-
tronic mail message including the second plurality of meeting
particulars (e.g., as an attached iCalendar object), and to send
the electronic mail message to each of attendees 100.

FIG. 4 is a view of user interface 100 according to some
embodiments. As shown, pull-down menu 400 of user inter-
face 100 includes Create Follow-up Meeting option 410.
Accordingly, a user may interact with pull-down menu 400
(i.e., expose menu 400 and select option 410) in order to issue
an instruction to create a next meeting. This interaction may
be detected in order to receive the instruction at S210. Some
embodiments provide one or both of toolbar button 190 and
option 410 to initiate process 200.
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FIG. 5 illustrates user interaction with still another user
interface element that may be detected to receive an instruc-
tion to create a next (i.e., follow-up) meeting according to
some embodiments. More specifically, user interface 500
comprises a “Calendar View” provided by a groupware client
according to some embodiments. User interface 500 gener-
ally provides a view of calendar entries (including meetings)
assigned to a selected time period.

Graphic 510 indicates a source meeting according to the
present example. Context menu 520 is displayed in response
to a detected right-click upon graphic 510. Context menu 520
includes Create Follow-up Meeting option 530. As described
with respect to pull-down menu 400, a user may interact with
context menu 520 (i.e., expose menu 520 and select option
530) in order to issue an instruction to create a next meeting.
This interaction may in turn be detected at S210. Some
embodiments may provide one or more of toolbar button 190,
pull-down menu 400, and context menu 520 to initiate pro-
cess 200.

FIG. 6 is a block diagram of system 600 according to some
embodiments. System 600 includes user device 610 to per-
form process 200 according to some embodiments. User
device 610 may comprise any suitable hardware, including
but not limited to a desktop computer, a laptop computer, a
Personal Digital Assistant, a cellular telephone, a dedicated
terminal, and a dedicated handheld device.

User device 610 includes microprocessor 611 in commu-
nication with communication bus 612. Microprocessor 611
may execute processor-executable process steps so as to con-
trol the elements of device 610 to provide desired function-
ality.

Also in communication with communication bus 612 is
communication port 613. Communication port 613 is used to
transmit data to and to receive data from devices external to
device 610. Communication port 613 is therefore preferably
configured with hardware suitable to physically interface
with desired external devices and/or network connections.
For example, communication port 613 may comprise an Eth-
ernet connection to a local area network through which device
610 may transmit electronic mail messages including meet-
ing particulars over the Web.

Input device(s) 614 and display 615 are also in communi-
cation with communication bus 612. Any known input device
(s) may comprise input device 614, including a keyboard,
mouse, touch pad, voice-recognition system, and any combi-
nation of these devices. A user may operate input device(s)
614 to manipulate user interface elements and to input meet-
ing particulars as described above.

Display 615 may be an integral or separate CRT display,
flat-panel display or the like used to display graphics and text
in response to commands issued by microprocessor 611. Such
graphics and text may comprise any of the interfaces
described herein.

RAM 616 is connected to communication bus 612 to pro-
vide microprocessor 611 with fast data storage and retrieval.
In this regard, processor-executable process steps being
executed by microprocessor 611 are typically stored tempo-
rarily in RAM 616 and executed therefrom by microprocessor
611. ROM 617, in contrast, provides storage from which data
can be retrieved but to which data cannot be stored. Accord-
ingly, ROM 617 is used to store invariant process steps and
other data, such as basic input/output instructions and data
used during boot-up of device 610 or to control communica-
tion port 613. In some embodiments, one orboth of RAM 616
and ROM 617 may communicate directly with microproces-
sor 611 instead of over communication bus 612.
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Data storage device 618 stores, among other data, proces-
sor-executable process steps of groupware client 6181.
Microprocessor 611 therefore executes the process steps of
groupware client 6181 in order to control device 610 to create
follow-up meetings according to some embodiments. Data
storage device 618 also stores groupware data 6182, which
may comprise stored electronic mail messages, contact infor-
mation, meeting particulars, and/or other data. Groupware
client 6181 may access groupware data 6182 to provide
desired functionality. Data storage device 618 may store any
number of other applications and/or data to provide other
functionality to device 610.

Network 620 represents any suitable combination of net-
works with which device 610 may communicate. Network
620 may comprise a local area network, a wide area network,
a telephone network, a cellular network, a fiber-optic net-
work, a satellite network, an infrared network, a radio fre-
quency network, and any other type of network that may be
used to transmit information between devices. Moreover,
communication between systems may proceed over any one
or more transmission protocols that are or become known,
such as Asynchronous Transfer Mode (ATM), Internet Pro-
tocol (IP), Hypertext Transfer Protocol (HTTP) and Wireless
Application Protocol (WAP).

Mail servers 630 and 640 are also in communication with
network 620. Mail servers 630 and 640 may receive elec-
tronic mail messages including meeting particulars sent from
device 610. In particular, mail server 630 receives electronic
mail messages sent to meeting attendees having electronic
mail addresses with which server 630 is associated.

Two or more of the elements of system 600 may be located
remote from one another and may communicate with one
another via a network and/or a dedicated connection. More-
over, each displayed element of system 600 may comprise
any number of hardware and/or software elements suitable to
provide the functions described herein, some of which are
located remote from each other. Other topologies may be used
in conjunction with other embodiments.

FIG. 7 includes user interface 700 of a Customer Relation-
ship Management (CRM) application according to some
embodiments. User interface 700 may comprise a software
application that communicates with a business process plat-
form (e.g., an SAP application platform based on SAP
Netweaver®) via proprietary interfaces. In some embodi-
ments, user interface 700 is presented by a Web browser in
communication with a business process platform. The Web
browser may include an execution engine to execute code
(e.g., JAVA® code or Flash® code) to provide secure com-
munication with the business process platform.

User interface 700 may be displayed by any suitable
device. For example, user interface 700 may be displayed by
device 610, which may include any necessary software to
support the aforementioned proprietary interfaces (e.g., a pro-
prietary client application) or execution engine (e.g., a Web
browser). A device to display user interface 700 is capable of
communication (including sporadic communication—e.g.,
mobile devices) with the business process platform.

User interface 700 displays meeting particulars of an
already-created meeting. User interface 700 may be dis-
played in response to an instruction from a user to open the
meeting (e.g., double-clicking on an icon representing the
meeting). Similar to user interface 100 of FIG. 1, the meeting
particulars associated with the meeting of interface 700 may
include notified parties (i.e., “attendees” in a groupware envi-
ronment) 710, meeting subject 720, meeting venue 730,
meeting date and time 740, text block 750, and attachment
760. A meeting according to some embodiments may be
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associated with only one person (e.g., a meeting organizer), in
which case the meeting may be referred to as an appointment.

The meeting of user interface 700 may be represented by a
business object residing within the business process platform.
Such a business object may comprise business logic and/or
data and exhibit any suitable structure. In some business
software environments, such as in enterprise service architec-
ture systems, business objects may be defined according to a
node structure that may specify corresponding data elements
and behaviors to be associated with the business objects. A
business object may include nodes, attributes, queries and
actions. Development of a business software environment
may involve defining an object model that specifies interre-
lationships of business objects to be implemented in an appli-
cation framework.

User interface 700 also includes Follow-up button 770. A
user may interact with (i.e., click on) button 770 to issue an
instruction to create a next meeting based on the meeting of
user interface 700. This interaction may be detected in order
to receive the instruction at S210. According to some embodi-
ments, selection of button 770 causes display of a pull-down
menu from which a Create Follow-Up option may be
selected.

User interface 800 of FIG. 8 depicts a different represen-
tation of a source meeting according to some embodiments.
Like the Calendar View of interface 500, user interface 800
provides a view of calendar entries (including meetings)
which satisfy a specified filter (e.g., My Today’s Open
Appointments and Tasks). Row 810 indicates a source meet-
ing according to the present example.

Follow-up button 820 has been selected, resulting in dis-
play of pull-down menu 830. Option 840 may then be selected
in order to issue an instruction to create a next meeting based
on the source meeting highlighted in row 810. This interac-
tion may be detected at S210 to initiate automatic creation of
the next meeting as described above.

FIG. 9 illustrates user interface 900 representing a next
meeting that may be automatically created at S220 based on
the source meeting of FIGS. 7 and 8. As shown, the second
plurality of meeting particulars includes notified parties 710
of the source meeting, meeting subject 920 comprises both
subject 720 of the source meeting and an indication of the
source meeting (i.e., the text “Follow-Up”). Venue 730 of the
source meeting has been automatically associated with the
next meeting, and meeting date and time 940 of the next
meeting has been associated with the next meeting based on
a pre-defined rule or determination.

The meeting particulars of the next meeting automatically
created at S220 also include text block 950 to indicate the
existence of the source meeting and text block 750 of the
source meeting. According to the illustrated embodiment,
text block 950 also includes hyperlink 955, which may be
selected to cause the source meeting to open in a separate
window. Attachment 960 of the next meeting comprises a
most-recent version of attachment 760 of the source meeting.
S220 may therefore comprise determination of a most-recent
version of a source meeting attachment. As described above,
the meeting particulars of the next meeting may be automati-
cally determined at S220 based on any combination of rules
and/or definable preferences. The preferences may be defined
per user and/or per installation.

A user may modity any of the second plurality of meeting
particulars automatically created at S220 and shown in FIG.
9. The user may then select Save button 970 to cause instan-
tiation of a business object representing the next meeting.
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Such a business object may be associated with the calendar of
the meeting organizer, any listed notified parties, and/or any
other suitable entity.

The embodiments described herein are solely for the pur-
pose of illustration. Those in the art will recognize other
embodiments may be practiced with modifications and alter-
ations limited only by the claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A computer-implemented method comprising:

presenting a first user interface of a previously-created

source meeting, the first user interface displaying a first
plurality of meeting particulars associated with the
source meeting and displaying a first user interface ele-
ment;

detecting a user interaction with the user interface element;

and

in response to the detection of the user interaction, auto-

matically creating a next meeting associated with a sec-
ond plurality of meeting particulars, and presenting a
second user interface of the next meeting, the second
user interface displaying the second plurality of meeting
particulars,

wherein one or more of the second plurality of meeting

particulars is identical to one or more of the first plurality
of meeting particulars.

2. A method according to claim 1, wherein the second
plurality of meeting particulars comprises a second meeting
subject, and

wherein the second meeting subject comprises a first meet-

ing subject of the first plurality of meeting particulars.

3. A method according to claim 2, wherein the second
meeting subject comprises an indicator of the source meeting,
and

wherein the at least one of the second plurality of meeting

particulars comprises the second meeting subject.

4. A method according to claim 2, wherein the second
plurality of meeting particulars comprises a second plurality
of attendees, and

wherein the second plurality of attendees comprises a first

plurality of attendees of the first plurality of meeting
particulars.

5. A method according to claim 2, wherein the second
plurality of meeting particulars comprises a second text
block,

wherein the second text block comprises a first text block

of the first plurality of meeting particulars, and
wherein the at least one of the second plurality of meeting
particulars comprises the second text block.

6. A method according to claim 5, wherein the second
plurality of meeting particulars comprise one or more attach-
ments, and

wherein the one or more attachments comprise a first

attachment of the first plurality of meeting particulars.

7. A method according to claim 1, wherein the second
plurality of meeting particulars comprises a second meeting
time, and wherein automatically creating the next meeting
comprises:

determining respective available time periods associated

with a first plurality of attendees of the first plurality of
meeting particulars; and

determining the second meeting time based on the respec-

tive available time periods.

8. A method according to claim 1, wherein the second
plurality of meeting particulars comprises a second meeting
time, and wherein automatically creating the next meeting
comprises:
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determining the second meeting time based on a pre-de-

fined rule.

9. A method according to claim 1, wherein automatically
creating the next meeting comprises:

performing a create with reference operation to create an

instance of a meeting object.

10. A method according to claim 1, wherein automatically
creating the next meeting comprises:

automatically determining at least one of the second plu-

rality of meeting particulars based on one or more defin-
able preferences.

11. A method according to claim 1, wherein receiving the
instruction to create the next meeting comprises:

detecting user interaction with a user interface element.

12. A method according to claim 11, wherein the user
interface element comprises at least one of a toolbar button, a
context menu, a pull-down menu, and a command line
prompt.

13. A method according to claim 1, wherein the second
plurality of meeting particulars comprises a second text
block, and

wherein the second text block comprises a link to the

source meeting.

14. A medium storing processor-executable program code,
the program code comprising:

code to present a first user interface of a previously-created

source meeting, the first user interface displaying a first
plurality of meeting particulars associated with the
source meeting and displaying a first user interface ele-
ment;

code to detect a user interaction with the user interface

element; and

code to automatically create, in response to the detection of

the user interaction, a next meeting associated with a
second plurality of meeting particulars, and to present a
second user interface of the next meeting, the second
user interface displaying the second plurality of meeting
particulars,

wherein one or more of the second plurality of meeting

particulars is identical to one or more of the first plurality
of meeting particulars.

15. A medium according to claim 14, wherein the second
plurality of meeting particulars comprises a second meeting
subject, and

wherein the second meeting subject comprises a first meet-

ing subject of the first plurality of meeting particulars.

16. A medium according to claim 15, wherein the second
meeting subject comprises an indicator of the source meeting,
and

wherein the at least one of the second plurality of meeting

particulars comprises the second meeting subject.

17. A medium according to claim 15, wherein the second
plurality of meeting particulars comprises a second plurality
of attendees, and

wherein the second plurality of attendees comprises a first

plurality of attendees of the first plurality of meeting
particulars.

18. A medium according to claim 15, wherein the second
plurality of meeting particulars comprises a second text
block,

wherein the second text block comprises a first text block

of the first plurality of meeting particulars, and
wherein the at least one of the second plurality of meeting
particulars comprises the second text block.

19. A medium according to claim 18, wherein the second
plurality of meeting particulars comprise one or more attach-
ments, and
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wherein the one or more attachments comprise a first

attachment of the first plurality of meeting particulars.

20. A medium according to claim 14, wherein the second
plurality of meeting particulars comprises a second meeting
time, and wherein the code to automatically create the next
meeting comprises:

code to determine respective available time periods asso-

ciated with a first plurality of attendees of the first plu-
rality of meeting particulars; and

code to determine the second meeting time based on the

respective available time periods.

21. A medium according to claim 14, wherein the second
plurality of meeting particulars comprises a second meeting
time, and wherein the code to automatically create the next
meeting comprises:

code to determine the second meeting time based on a

pre-defined rule.

22. A medium according to claim 14, wherein the code to
automatically create the next meeting comprises:

code to perform a create with reference operation to create

an instance of a meeting object.

23. A medium according to claim 14, wherein the code to
automatically create the next meeting comprises:

code to automatically determine at least one of the second

plurality of meeting particulars based on one or more
definable preferences.

24. A medium according to claim 14, wherein the code to
receive the instruction to create the next meeting comprises:

code to detect user interaction with a user interface ele-

ment.

25. A medium according to claim 24, wherein the user
interface element comprises at least one of a toolbar button, a
context menu, a pull-down menu, and a command line
prompt.

26. A medium according to claim 14, wherein the second
plurality of meeting particulars comprises a second text
block, and

wherein the second text block comprises a link to the

source meeting.

27. An apparatus comprising:

a display;

a memory storing processor-executable program code; and

a processor in communication with the memory and the

display, the processor to execute the processor-execut-

able program code to:

present, on the display, a first user interface of a previ-
ously-created source meeting, the first user interface
displaying a first plurality of meeting particulars asso-
ciated with the source meeting and displaying a first
user interface element;

detect a user interaction with the user interface element;
and

automatically create, in response to the detection of the
user interaction, a next meeting associated with a
second plurality of meeting particulars, and to
present, on the display, a second user interface of the
next meeting, the second user interface displaying the
second plurality of meeting particulars,

wherein one or more of the second plurality of meeting
particulars is identical to one or more of the first
plurality of meeting particulars.

28. A medium according to claim 27, wherein the second
plurality of meeting particulars comprises a second meeting
subject, and

wherein the second meeting subject comprises a first meet-

ing subject of the first plurality of meeting particulars.
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29. A medium according to claim 28, wherein the second
meeting subject comprises an indicator of the source meeting,
and

wherein the at least one of the second plurality of meeting
particulars comprises the second meeting subject.

30. A medium according to claim 28, wherein the second
plurality of meeting particulars comprises a second plurality
of attendees, and

wherein the second plurality of attendees comprises a first
plurality of attendees of the first plurality of meeting
particulars.

31. A medium according to claim 28, wherein the second

plurality of meeting particulars comprises a second text
block,
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wherein the second text block comprises a first text block
of the first plurality of meeting particulars, and

wherein the at least one of the second plurality of meeting
particulars comprises the second text block.

32. A medium according to claim 31, wherein the second
plurality of meeting particulars comprise one or more attach-
ments, and

wherein the one or more attachments comprise a first

attachment of the first plurality of meeting particulars.

33. A medium according to claim 27, wherein the second
plurality of meeting particulars comprises a second text
block, and

wherein the second text block comprises a link to the

source meeting.



