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The present invention-relates to a toilet tissue 
dispenser and more particularly to a cabinet 
type dispenser capable of dispensing toilet tissue 
sheets from interfolded stacks of varying widths. 

Toilet tissue is generally supplied for public 
toilets in the form of a plurality of stacked, inter 
folded sheets disposed within a dispenser capable 
of releasing the sheets individually, or in multiple, 
as they are pulled therefrom by the user. As the 
use of interfolded toilet sheets has expanded, two 
general types of paper have become widely adapt 
ed. These types are known as the “single-fold” 
and the “multi-fold” or “double-fold” papers. 
The “single-fold” type is so called since a sheet 
of tissue is merely folded once to form a double 
thickness sheet with the ends of the sheet being 
interfolded with those sheets adjacent thereto so 
that the pulling of one sheet from the dispenser 
will expose an extremity of the adjacent sheet. 
In the “multi-foldj’in which the sheets are of 
less width than the “single-fold,” the individual 
sheets of paper are folded at least twice with each 
extremity of each sheet being interfolded with 
adjacent sheets on either side so that the remov 
able of one sheet positions the next in the dis 
penser opening. Due to the difference in the 
width of the sheets, a separate dispenser was 
formerly necessary for each type of folded paper. 
This, of course, lead to diñiculties. 
The present invention now provides a novel 

type of dispenser whereby both the single-fold 
and multi-fold types of toilet tissue may be dis 
pensed from a single dispenser.V The dispenser 
of the present invention is simple and economi 
cal to manufacture, the entire dispenser being 
fabricated from sheet metal stock. The dispenser 
is adapted to be placed against a plane surface, 
such as a wall, and may be readily opened by 
means of a simple latch and key for lîlling or 
replenishing the paper supply. The dispenser is 
generally rectangular in conñguration and is of 
sufûcient width to accommodate both single-fold 
and multi-fold tissues. A slot is provided in the 
lower portion of the dispenser so thatthe tissue Y 
may be removed from the dispenser by merely if 
grasping the protruding paper edge and pulling 
the same. The interfolded relation of the tissue 
within a dispenser makes possible the removal 
of individual sheets easily and expeditiously. 
In accordance with the principles of the present 

invention, a pair of spacing members in the form 
of lugs are provided within the interior of the 
dispenser to prevent excessive displacement of 
the narrower multi-fold tissues when a tissue is 
pulled from the dispenser. These members are 
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struck from the bottom of the dispenser and are 
completely contained within the dispenser hous 
ing. The wider single-fold tissue sheets rest upon 
the lugs within the housing and the sheets of 
toilet tissue ride over the lugs when one of the 
sheets is pulled from the housing. Thus the lugs 
make it possible to employ a plurality of sizes of 
toilet tissue within a single dispenser. 

It is, therefore, an object of the present inven 
tion ' to provide a toilet tissue dispenser from 
which a plurality of sizes of interfolded toilet 
tissue may be dispensed. 

It is a further important object of the present 
intention to provide a toilet tissue dispenser of 
simple, economical construction which may be 
employed with a plurality of sizes of interfolded 
toilet tissue, the dispenser being provided with 
means disposed therein to limit the relative move 
ment of smaller sizes of paper While permitting 
the dispensing of larger sizes of paper. 

It is a still further important object of the 
present invention to provide a dispenser for toilet 
tissue having means disposed therein to main 
tain relatively narrow individual sheets of tissue 
in position adjacent the dispensing slot while per 
mitting the employment of the dispenser with 
wider sizes of tissue.  
On the drawings: 
Figure 1 is a front elevational view of a toilet 

tissue dispenser of the present invention; ` 
Figure 2 is a side elevational view of a toilet 

tissue dispenser of the present invention showing 
in dotted lines the opening of the dispenser for 
the ñlling of the same; 
Figure 3 is a cross-sectional view taken along 

the line III-_III of Figure 1; 
Figure 4 is a view taken along the line IV-fIV 

of Figure 1 illustrating the position of multi-fold 
tissue within the dispenser; 
Figure 5 is a fragmentary cross-sectional view 

similar to Figure 4 illustrating the movement of 
multi-fold tissue Within the dispenser during the 
removal of a sheet of tissue; and 
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Figure 6 is a cross-sectional view similar toV 
Figure 5 illustrating the position of the single 
fold tissue within the dispenser. 
As shown on the drawings: 
Reference numeral l0 refers generally to a 

toilet tissue dispenser of the present invention. 
The dispenser I0 comprises a body member Il 
stamped from sheet metal and provided with a 
cut and folded top closure portion i2 secured to 
the body member Il by means of'?lange I3; formed 
integrally with the body member Il as shown 
in Figure 4. The body member Il is pivotally 
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secured by means of rivets I4 to a back closure 
member I5 having integral side flanges I6 ñt 
ting within the body portion I5 when the dispens 
er is in closed position. The backing plate I5 is 
stamped to provide a recessed central portion 
bearing ribs I1 and I8 so that the backing plate 
may be secured to a plane surface, such as a wall. 
The backing surface I5 carries an integral flange 
I9 extending into the interior of the body member 
II underlying 4the top closure I2, the flange I9 
carrying a depending portion 20. The top closure 
member I2 carries a simple lock 2l having an 
extending latch member 22 for engaging the de 
pending portion 20. A suitable key ̀ 23 'may ‘be 
provided for releasing the latching 22 from the 
flange 2l) so that the body and top portion of the 
dispenser may be pivoted about the rivets I4 in 
the manner shown in Figure 2 in dotted lines. 
The dispenser may thus be opened to allow fil-ling 
of the dispenser with tissue, and the body mem 
-ber .may be latched against the backing plate 
4:5 by means of the lock 2 I. 
As shown in Figures v3 and 4, tissue is dispensed 

from .the interior of the dispenser through a dis 
pensing rslot provided in the lower section of the 
body portion "I I. The front wall of the body por 
tion II is bent .backwardly and inwardly as at 24 
to provide Va plane surface underlying the for 
ward portion of the body II. The portion 24 is 
doubled back as at 25 to form a double thick 
ness, smooth lip area. As shown in Figure 3, 
integral flanges 2B are formed integrally with the 
plane surface 24 and are secured to the side walls 
of the body member to maintain the lip 25 in 
position as illustrated. 
A separate member 21 is disposed within the 

-body member II and extends transversely across 
the bottom portion thereof. The member 21 is 
formed with a downwardly and forwardly pro 
jecting flange 28 spaced from and parallel to the 
doubled lip 25 of the plane surface 24. The rear 
portion of the member 21 slopes upwardly and 
backwardly as at 29 to provide an additional plane 
surface. Lugs 30 are stamped from the plane 
surface provided Vby the member 21, the lugs be 
ing bent to provide forwardly projecting ears 3l 
parallel to the additional plane surface. Flanges 
32, formed integrally with the member 21 at the 
ends thereof, are secured to the side walls of the 
body member I I to maintain the member in posi 
tion therein. The flanges 3l are formed with 
rearwardly sloping end surfaces 33 which con 
tact the ears 34 formed in the backing plate I5 
to limit the downward movement of the body 
member II when pivoted about the pivots `I4 as 
shown in dotted lines in Figure 2. 
In the filling of a toilet tissue dispenser of the 

present invention, a stack >35 of superimposed 
multi-fold sheets 36 are placed within the body 
Amember I I, the lowermost sheets resting against 
the plane surfaces 24 and 21 in the lower portion 
of the dispenser. During the positioning of the 
stack 35 within the dispenser, the free edge of 
the lowermost sheet 35 is passed through the slot 
provided by the doubled lip 21 and the depending 
flange 2S. This slot extends across the entire 
breadth of the dispenser and the edge of the 
lowermost sheet extends vfreely therethrough. 'To 
remove sheets from their position within the dis 
penser, the free edge is merely pulled until the 
sheet comes loose in the hand of the operator. 
One edge of 'the adjacent sheet is folded within 
the fold of the lower sheet so that this edge pro 
trudes from the slot following removal of the 
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4 
lowermost sheet. In this manner, all of the 
sheets contained within the body II may be in 
dividually and easily removed from the dis 
penser. A slot 31 formed in the forward face of 
the housing I I provides a visual indication of the 
amount of paper within the housing. 
As shown in Fiugre 4, the stack of relatively 

narrow multi-fold sheets, since the sheets are of 
substantially less width than the Width of the 
dispenser, rests entirely upon the plane surfaces 
provided by the ‘forward portion 24 and the rear 
member 21, The sheets are thus positioned 
ahead of the protruding lips 3| of the lugs 30. As 
illustrated yin Figure 4, upon pulling on the freely 
extending edge of the lowermost sheet to remove 
the same 'from -the dispenser, the entire stack of 
»tissues is moved forwardly within the dispenser. 
The forward movement is limited by the forward 
wall-of fthe body portion II. Upon the freeing of 
the rear edge of the lowermost folded sheet, 
further downward movement ofthe sheet .moves 
the entire stack to Vthe Arear .of the dispenser lto 
abut against the 'protruding lips 3l of the lugs 
33. If the lugs 3€) were not provided, movement 
of the stack of tissues within the dispenser Iû 
would result in a rearward displacement of the 
4entire stack so thatl the freely extending edge -of 
.the next sheet would n'ot'depend through the slot. 
The lugs 3i), by preventing this movement toward 
v»the rear, as illustrated, restricts the movement 
of the stack within the dispenser so that the freely 
extending edge of the 'lowermost tissue will con 
stantly be aligned with the slot 0f the dispenser. 
As illustrated in Figure 6, the dispenser may 

also be employed with the wider single-fold tis 
sues. The 'lowermost tissue of the stack of wider 
tissues rests upon the plane surface 24 and upon 
the -upper surface of the protruding ears 3l of 
the lugs 30. The single-fold tissues, being wider 
than the multi-fold tissues, are capable of lim 
ited movement only within the dispenser, the 
movement being limited by the forward wall of 
the dispenser and the Abacking wall I5. 'There is 
no danger, in employing single-fold tissues, of 
displacing the tissue within the dispenser so that 
the free edge ofthe lowermost sheet 36 will fail 
to come in alignment with the slot, since the 
movement vof the tissue within the dispenser is 
limited by the forward vand rear walls of the dis 
penser itself. 

ì Thus, it may be seen that the .present inven 
tion provides an improved type of toilet tissue 
dispenser .in which a plurality of sizes of tissue 
may be used. The provision of the lugs formed 
integrally with the ,member 21 insures the align 
ment of the free edge of the lowermost sheet of 
relatively narrow multi-fold tissue with the dis 
pensing slot. Also, the plane upper surface of 
the ears 3| of the lugs 3U provides a surface upon 
which the single-fold tissue vsheets are free to 
move so that these sheets may be readily re 
moved from the dispenser. 

It >should be understood that the dispenser of 
the present invention may be employed for dis 
pensing paper towels of varying widths, or with 
.other types of flexible sheets furnished as stacks 
of superimposed interfolded sheets. 

It will, of course, be understood that various 
ldetails of construction may be varied through a 
wide range without departing from the princi 
ples of this invention, and it is, therefore, not 
Vthe purpose >to limit the patent granted hereon 
rotherwise than necessitated by the Scope of the 
>appended claims. 
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I claim as my invention: 
1. A dispenser for stacked interfolded separate 

iiexible sheets comprising a closed housing hav 
ing a lower, inwardly directed, forwardly curved 
lip, a member secured to said housing in the lower 
portion thereof having a plane inclined surface 
spaced from said lip and cooperating therewith 
to deñne a dispensing slot, lugs struck out of 
said member adjacent said slot and spaced there 
from, said lugs having protruding ears for limit 
ing sliding movement of a stack of relatively nar 
roW sheets within said dispenser and having 
plane upper surfaces on which a stack of rela 
tively wide sheets may ride, whereby stacks of 
both wide and narrow sheets may be dispensed 
from said dispenser. 

2. A dispenser for stacked interfolded separate 
iiexible sheets, comprising a closed housing de 
fining a receptacle having a wall for supporting a 
plurality of said sheets, said wall having a cen 
tral, elongated dispensing slot, and lugs on said 
Wall extending into the interior of said receptacle 

Ul 

20 

6 
in aligned spaced relation to said slot, said lugs 
having end surfaces spaced from said slot to pre 
vent excessive sliding movement relative to said 
slot of relatively narrow sheets supported on said 
wall, and said lugs having plane surfaces extend 
ing transversely of said slot for supporting a 
stack of relatively wide sheets overlying said 
slot, whereby both narrow and wide sheets may 
be eflicaciously dispensed from said dispenser 
through said slot. 

EDWARD L. S'I'RAUBEL. 
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