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(57) Abstract: A type III personal
flotation device (PFD) (1) is provided
modified to include a midline
external-fabric gusset-configured
hybrid bladder to allow functional
conversion into a life jacket.
Lengthwise mechanical closure (7)
allows the width of the midline
gusset to be adjusted to provide the
appropriate amount of inflatable
hybrid as dictated by the season,
demands or amount of clothing. A
two layer midline gusset is patterned
to provide four distinct improvements
in function; cephalic support for
improved freeboard, lateral cervical
bladders to limit side to side swing
of the head and neck, midline closure
and mandibular splint to prevent
anterior swings and sufficient thoracic
bladder to supply corrective turning.
Paddlers Type III also includes an
axillary gusset to reduce PFD ride
up. Configuring gusset release means

tailored to the means of inflation

and intended water activity is also

provided.
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