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(54) Portable computer with folding keyboard.

(67) A portable computer comprises a processor unit
and an attached, foldable, flexible film keyboard which
occupies an area equal to or smaller than that of the
processor unit when it is folded, and which occupies an
area greater than that of the processor unit when
unfolded.

As described (Fig 2) the keyboard (11) is folded
along parallel fold lines (21, 22) and then folded about the
joinder with the processor unit (10) to underlie the unit
(10), whereafter it is covered by a closure flap (23). The
closure flap (23) may serve as a stand when the computer
is in use.
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PORTABLE COMPUTER

Background to the Invention

This invention relates to portable computers and is
particularly, although not exclusively, concerned with
computers of the kind generally referred to as palm-top
computers, ie those small enough to be held in the palm of
the hand.

Current palm-top computers use a touch sensitive screen and
stylus to enable a user to write directly on the screen.
With handwriting recognition software, this allows the input
of small quantities of data, usually restricted to form

filling.

A problem is that, for large-quantity data input, eg of
documents, a keyboard is still the most efficient data entry
device. However, the physical size of a palm-top precludes

the use of a conventional keyboard.

The object of the present invention is to provide a novel

keyboard suitable for use in a palm-top computer.

Summary of the Invention

According to the invention there is provided a portable
computer comprising a processor unit and a keyboard,
characterised in that the keyboard comprises a flexible film
keyboard attached to the processor unit which can be folded
into a storage position in which it occupies an area equal to
or smaller than that of the processor unit, and can be
unfolded into a use position in which it occupies an area



greater than that of the processor unit.

Brief Description of the Drawings

Figqure 1 is a view of a palm-top computer and keyboard in
accordance with the present invention.

Figure 2 is a perspective view showing the way in which the
keyboard can be folded away when not in use.

Description of an Embodiment of the Invention

One embodiment of the invention will now be described by way
of example with reference to the accompanying drawings.

Referring to Figure 1, a palm-top computer comprises a
processor unit 10 and a keyboard 11. The processor unit is
physically small enough to be held in the palm of the hand,
and holds processing circuits, memory, battery power supply,
function keys and a display screen. The processor unit 10
may be conventional in form and so will not be described in
any further detail.

The keyboard 11 is a flexible film keyboard, attached to the
processor unit, and carries a set of alphanumeric keys and
function keys arranged in a similar manner to a conventional
keyboard. When the keyboard is in use, as shown in Fiqure 1,
it lies flat and occupies an area considerably larger than
the processor unit.

Because the keyboard is flexible, it needs to be placed on a
hard surface for use.

Referring now to Figure 2, when the keyboard is not required,
it can be folded away. The keyboard is folded along two
lines 21, 22 and then folded under the processor unit. A
cover 23 can then be closed to protect the keyboard and to



retain it in the folded position. When the keyboard is in
use, the cover 23 doubles as a stand for the processor unit,

to tilt it into a more useable orientation.



CLAIMS

1. A portable computer comprising a processor unit and a
keyboard, characterised in that the keyboard comprises a
flexible film keyboard attached to the processor unit
which can be folded into a storage position in which it
occupies an area equal to or smaller than that of the
processor unit, and can be unfolded into a use position
in which it occupies an area greater than that of the

processor unit.

2. A computer according to Claim 1 further including a
cover which can be closed over the keyboard when the
keyboard is in its storage position.

3. A computer according to Claim 2 wherein the cover can
also act as a stand for holding the processor unit in a

desired orientation.

4. A computer according to any preceding claim wherein the
keyboard is folded along two lines to fold it into its
storage position from its use position.

5. A palm-top computer substantially as hereinbefore
described with reference to the accompanying drawings.
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CLAIMS

1. A portable computer comprising a processor unit and a
keyboard, characterised in that the keyboard comprises a
flexible film keyboard attached to the processor unit
which can be folded into a storage position in which it
occupies an area equal to or smaller than that of the
processor unit, and can be unfolded into a use position
in which it occupies an area greater than that of the
processor unit, said flexible film keyboard being
sufficiently flexible that it requires to be placed on a

hard surface for use.

2. A computer according to Claim 1 further including a
cover which can be closed over the keyboard when the

keyboard is in its storage position.

3. A computer according to Claim 2 wherein the cover can
also act as a stand for holding the processor unit in a

desired orientation.

4. A computer according to any preceding claim wherein the
keyboard is folded along two lines to fold it into its
storage position from its use position.

5. A palm-top computer substantially as hereinbefore

described with reference to the accompanying drawings.
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