Aug. 11, 1964 M. E. MORCEAU 3,144,023
CIGAR FILTER
Filed Feb., 6, 1963

1_9! SN
N2

17

e TR S
TG b
- /SN S

AR WA WY




United States Patent Of

3,144,023
. Patented Aug. 11, 1964

ice

1

3,144,023
CIGAR FILTER
Marcel E. Morceau, 111—39 76th Road,
Forest Hills, N.Y.
Filed Feb. 6, 1963, Ser. No. 256,561
2, Claims. - (CL. 131—189)

This invention relates to a cigar filter that is removably
disposed on a cigar.

Some. of the disadvantages of smoking cigars are the
effect of the smoke on the health of the smoker; discolora-
tion of teeth due to contact with cigar leaf; effect on the
smoker’s breath; effect of the cigar tars on the saliva, etc.

One object of ‘this invention is to overcome these dis-
advantages and to provide the smoker with a pleasing dry
smoke which may be more healthful.

It is another object of this invention to provide a flexi-
ble cigar sheath for frictional engagement with the mouth
end of a cigar.

It is another object to provide a removable resilient
plastic filter sheath which may be sold combined with
cigars as a one-piece unit or which may be selectively re-
moved from the cigar and inserted thereon as desired.

1t js a further object to provide a flexible sheath which
is not punctured by the pressure of the smoker’s teeth.

It is another object to provide a removable resilient
plastic cigar sheath adapted to selectively receive a filter
cartridge.

These and other objects of this invention will become
apparent upon reading the following descriptive disclosure
of several embodiments thereof and as shown in the ac-
companying drawing in which;

FIG. 1 is an exploded elevation view, partly in section,
showing a conventional cigar with an end well or hole, the
filter sheath of this invention in transverse section and a
cylindrical cartridge for insertion, if desired, into the
sheath,

TIG. 2 is a transverse section of a modified sheath hav-
ing a single aperture in the cone of the centrally located
interior cartridge compartment,

FIG. 3 is a section view of another modified sheath
disposed on a cigar,

FIG. 4 is a section view of yet another modification of
a cigar filter sheath having the filter element disposed
exteriorly and about the central compartment,

FIG. 5 is a partial section view of yet another modifi-
cation having no central compartment and

FIG. 6 is a broken-away section view of a modified
sheath having an annular locking lip for holding a filter
cartridge within the central compartment.

This invention is a removable resilient and flexible
sheath made of suitable rubber or plastic such as poly-
ethylene and the like. The sheath is slightly and suitably
stretchable so that it may be slipped over the end of a cigar
and firmly vet gently seize the said end so as not to be
easily dislodged by teeth pressure. The diameter of the
sheath is substantially that of the cigar which it em-
braces.

Preferably the color of the sheath is that of the brown
color of the cigar and preferably it is provided with veins
like those of a cigar leaf:

This inventive filter for cigars may be used with con-
ventional cigars having holes at the mouth end and may
be slipped onto the cigars at the factory to be sold as a
one-piece assembly to the public or the filter may be pur-
chased separately and thereafter attached to the cigar as
desired. The sheath is of such inexpensive construction as
to be thrown away after use. Yet it may be re-used a
plurality of times, with or without use of filter cartridges.

The plastic sheath is preferably made to blend with the
cigar to provide a unitary appearance and preferably is
attached by the manufacturer of the cigar. Thus the
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purchaser of such a cigar, if he desires not to smoke with
the filter tip in place, may easily remove it and he may
later replace if, if he so desires, after smoking a portion
of the cigar. ’

The central compartment is preferably of such a length
as to extend suitably beyond the area of teeth pressure on
the .outer sheath and preferably is of thicker wall con-
struction than the said exterior cigar enveloping' sheath,
so as to resist this biting pressure of the smoker. .

The central compartment may be provided with a single -
aperture at its apex and/or with several laterally disposed
apertures, preferably located near the apex of said com-
partment (FIG..3). Such a location of the apertures per-
mits the filter cartridge to provide its maximum filtering
effect and also prevents liquid tars from entering the
smoker’s mouth in-as much as they first have to travel the
full length of the cartridge before leaving the filter.

Moreover, use of this invention prevents the smoker’s
saliva from contacting the cigar and it also prevents pieces
of broken tobacco filler from entering the smoker’s
mouth. ‘

Turning now to the drawing, a cigar 10 having a con-
ventional end opening or well 11 is provided with a sub-
stantially round resilient rubber or plastic molded sheath
12 having a soft relatively thin pliable exterior wall 13
integral with an inwardly directed central cylindrical com-
partment having a relatively thick wall 14 and an end
apex cone 15. The cone 15 is preferably disposed be-
neath the biting area on the exterior wall 13. A plurality
of apertures 16 are axially disposed in the compartment
wall 14 adjacent the cone 15 at the inner end portion of
said wall. A cylindrical cartridge 17 of suitable conven-
tional porous cellulosic material or inorganic diatoma-
ceous earth, adapted to remove deleterious tobacco in-
gredients, is disposed in the compartment wall 14 and
held therein by frictional pressure thereon.

FIG. 2 is a transverse section of a modified sheath filter
tip showing a single aperture 18 disposed in the apex
cone 15. As in FIGS. 2 and 3 the other cylindrical thin
wall 13 preferably extends beyond the apex so that
smoker’s lips do not touch the cigar itself.

n the modification of FIG. 3 the cigar sheath is pro-
vided with a plurality of lateral holes 16 as well as an
apex hole 18. Where one hole 18 is provided all the
smoke drawn into the smoker’s mouth passes through the
entire length of the cartridge 17. If in smoking a cigar
a cartridge 17 becomes clogged with tar moisture and the
like, it is easily replaced and another cartridge 17 in-
serted into the compartment.

FIG. 4 shows another form of a cigar filter wherein the
filter medium is disposed exteriorly of the central com-
partment.

In this modification a sheath 20 having an exterior suit-
ably flexible cylindrical wall 21 is provided with a conical
integral central compartment 22 having a plurality of
suitably disposed lateral apertures 23 therein. The cigar
24 is of the blunt end type and is preferably provided with
an end aperture to engage the end of interior wall 22.
The filter medium of this modification is made of the same
conventional composition as described for filter 17. How-
ever, the configuration of the medium is that of an an-
mular hemisphere or a modified doughnut shape to fit
snugly into the end of sheath 20. Clearly, smoke from
the burning cigar 24 must transverse the filter 25 before
it can enter the smoker’s mouth.

In FIG. 5 there is shown a modification wherein a
hemisphere of conventional tobacco filter material 28 is
disposed in the sheath 26 and a blunt end cigar 29 is in-
serted into this sheath. ‘The sheath is apertured at 27 so
that smoke will traverse the entire length of the filter 28
in ordinary use.
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FIG. 6isa broken-away detail section view of a modi-
fied sheath 30 wherein an integral circular locking lip
31 is disposed in overhanging relationship over the exit
aperture of the cylindrical central compartment wall 14.
In this modification the cartridge 17 is disposed within
the circular compartment wall 14 and behind the circular
lip 31. Where a locking lip 31 is used the cartridge 17
is not easily displaced once jt’s inserted in place.

Clearly the use of this invention provides a removable
sheath having a removable filter cartridge so that the
smoker may, at his option, smoke with or without a filter
cartridge or even with or without the sheath.

Moreover, the cartridges 17 may be of different com-
position so that they may be provided with menthol to
give a cool smoke or they may be provided with flavor
components to give a pleasant sweet smoke. Also the
filters may be of predetermined quality to selectively re-
move tars, nicotine, smoke, etc. .

This invention is of a broad scope, accordingly it is not
to be limited to its many illustrative examples herein.

I claim: .

1. An integral mouthpiece for a cigar having a hole in
the mouth end thereof comprising a relatively long flexi-
ble outer relatively thin plastic sheath portion adapted to
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snugly ‘embrace the mouth end of said cigar, an inner
relatively short inner thick walled cylindrical tubular por-
tion integral with said sheath and disposed interiorly
thereof and adapted to be snugly inserted in said hole of
said cigar, said tubular portion’ having a conical apex
adapted to receive the mouth pressure of a smoker and
having at least one aperture at the inner end thereof, said
tubular portion being open to the atmosphere to selective-
ly receive a cylindrical filter therein.

2. The mouthpiece of claim 1 comprising an integral
circular locking lip disposed in overhanging relationship
over the tubular aperture.
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