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UNITED STATES

PaTENT OFFICE,
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ASSIGNOR TO CARL OTTO WEBER AND THEODOR MAYNZ, BOTH OF

SAME PLACEL.

' COMBINED LETTER-

BOX AND MAIL-BAGC.

SPECIFICAYION forming part of Letters Patent No. 262,(€9, dated -Janvary 15, 18l4,
~ Application filed November 13, 18:3. (No model.) o

Zo all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CARL FRIEDRICH TEL-
LER, a subject of the Emperor of Germany,
and a resident at Offenbach-on-the-main, Ger-
many, have invented new and useful Improve-
ments in Letter Boxes and Bags for Emptying
the Same, of which the following is a specifi-
cation.

My invention relates to an improved letter
box and bag; and it consists in the peeculiar
arrangement and construction of the parts, as

* hereinafter more fully set forth, and pointed
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out in the claims.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming part of this specification, in
which similar letters of reference indicate cor-
responding parts in all the figures.

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im-
proved letter-box and the emptying-bag held
to the same, the bag and box being closed.
Fig. 2 is a similar view, the box and bag be-
ing opened. Tig. 3 is a plan view of the slid-
ing bottom. Fig. 4 isa plan view of the un-
der side of the same. Fig. 5-is a perspective
view of the bag-frame. Tig. 6 is a rear per-
spective view of the under side of the letter-
box. Tig. 7 is a sectional plan view of the
latch of the sliding bottom. Fig. 8 is a lon-
gitudinal elevation of one of the bag-frames.
Fig. 9 is a longitudinal elevation of the other
bag-frame. Fig. 10 is a perspective view of
the end of the frame shown in Fig.9. Fig. 11
is a longitudinal view of the inner end of the
bottom part of one of the sides of the box.

The mail-box A is provided with a sliding
bottom, B, adapted to be drawn through a
longitudinal slot in the front of the box,which
bottom is provided with transverse ribs B’ on
its upper surface. '

From the under side of the bottom B two
ears or jaws, C, project, in which a rod, D, is
held to slide transversely to the front of the
box and to turn, which rod has a knob, IV,
formed on the front end, and a key, D? on
the rear end. A spiral spring, E, surround-
ing and secured to therod D, presses the same
toward the front of the box.

On the under surface of the bottom B ahook,
bolt, or latch, T, is pivoted at the inner edge,

which latch is acted on by a spring, ¥, The
bottom edge of the rear wall, (&, of the box is
provided with a notch, g, on the edge of which
the latch F can catech. The free end of the
latch I is held in a casing, II, made integral
with a ecasing, B, in which a pin, J, is held
parallel with the rear edge of the bottom,
which pin J is made integral with or secured
to the lateh F. A loop, K, is secured to the
rear edge of the bottom B, parallel with the
same.

In the inner surface of that part I of each
side of the box projecting below the bottom
a.groove, M, is formed, which is open at the
front end, and is bent upward and forms a
downwardly-projecting pocket or recess, M,
slightly contracted at its top.

To the top of the mail-bag N two frames, O
and P, are secured, which fit on each other.
The frame P is provided with two notches, P/,
and at each end with a flat pin, Q, adapted to
pass into the grooves M. The frame O is pro-
vided with a key-hole, m, and with a longi-
tudinally - sliding Dolt, R, from which two
hooks, S, project upward. The front of the
letter-box is provided with a small door, T,
below the sliding bottom. -

The operation is as follows: If the box A is
to be emptied, the bag N, which is locked is
passed under the bottom B in such a manner
that the pins Q on the bag-frame P passthrough
the grooves M into the pockets M. The door
T is then opened and the rod D is pushed in-
ward until the key D* passes into the key-hole
m, and then the rod D is turned, whereby the
bolt B is moved in the direction of the arrow
«'. One hook, S, passes into the loop K, and
the other passes into the casing H' and strikes
the end of the pin J, and disengages the latch
F from the edge of the notch ¢g. If the slid-
ing bottom is then drawn outward, the frame
O is moved outward with it, and the bag is
opened, as the frame P is held by the pins Q
in the pockets M, the letters dropping into the
bag. By drawing the frames O P apart the
pins Q of the frames are brought into the po-
sition shown in Tig. 11 in the pockets, thus
preventing the said pins from being removed
from the pockets as long as the bag is open.
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When the box A is emptied, the bottom B is
pushed back into the box, the bag is closed,
the rod D is turned, and thereby Lhe key D

locks the bag and w 1thd1a\vs the hooks S S. .

The latch F is released and catches on the
edge of the notch g. The bag which is locked
is then removed, and the door T is closed and
locked.

Having thus described my invention, what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. A letter-box provided with a sliding bot-
tom and with a door, T, in the front and be-
low the sliding bottom, substantially as herein
shown and described.

2. A letter-box provided with a sliding bot-
tom, on the under side of which a key-rod is
held, substantially as herein shown and de-
scribed.

© 8. In a letter-box, the combination, with
the sliding bottom B, of the ears or jaws C, on
the under side of the same, the rod D, held in
the said jaws, the knob D’ on the front end of
the rod, the key D? on its rear end, and of the
spring E, for pressing the rod in the direction

toward the front, substantially as hercin shown
and described.. - .

4. In a letter-box, the combination, with
the sliding bottom B of the latch T, the pin
J, connected with the same, the loop K, and
the casing H’, substantially as herein shown
and described.

b. A bag having a frame, O, provided with
a sliding bolt, R, havmo upwardly projecting
hooks S sub‘stflntlally as herein shown and
deseribed.

6. The combm‘ttlon with a letter-box pro-
vided with a sliding bottom and grooves M,
terminating in pockcts M, of a bag provided
with a ﬁame P, with pms Q on its ends, and
a frame, O, provmed with a sliding bolt, R,
having upwardly - projecting hooks S, sub
stantul]y as shown and described.

In testimony whereof I have signed my name
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to thisspecification in the presence oftwosub- 45

scribing witnesses.
CARL FRIDDRICII TELLER.
Witnesses:
FrANZ HASSLACIER,
JOSEPH PATRICK.




