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This invention relates to baseball shoes and more par-
ticularly to the provision of base-running spikes in pre-
determined relation on the right and left shoe of a pair
of baseball shoes.

Heretofore, it has been the practice to have baseball
shoes provided with a plurality of ground-engaging spikes
secured to the soles of the shoes to project downwardly.
However, it has been found that in running the bases,
particularly in turning at the bases, there is a tendency
for the foot to slip due to the fact that the weight is
shifted from the spikes on the bottom of the shoe to
the outer side of the left shoe and inner side of the
right shoe so that the bottom spikes do not effectively
control the traction.

The present invention overcomes this difficulty by pro-
viding a base-running spike means disposed on the outer
side of the left shoe and the inner side of the right shoe
which is adapted to be normally in an inoperative posi-
tion and which becomes operative during the turning
of a base to grip the ground and prevent slippage.

Other features and advantages of the invention will
be apparent from the specification and claims when con-
sidered in connection with the accompanying drawings
in which: .

Figure 1 shows a bottom view of the left shoe.

Fig. 2 is a bottom view of the right shoe.

Fig. 3 is a side view of the shoe showing the spike
in position.

Fig. 4 is a sectional view taken along lines 4—4 of
Fig. 2.

Fig. 5 is a back view of the right shoe.

Figs. 1 and 2 show a pair of right and left baseball
shoes. It will be noted that each shoe S is provided
with a sole 10 and a heel portion i1 on each of which
is mounted a sole spike plate 12 having the usual three
spikes 13 set in triangular relationship and a heel spike
plate 14 having the usual three spikes 15.

In accordance with the present invention the sole of
the left shoe is provided with a lateral extension 16
adjacent the outer side of the sole and the heel is pro-
vided with a similar lateral extension 17. Similarly, as
shown in Fig. 2, the sole on the inner side of the right
shoe is provided with a lateral extension 13 and the
heel is provided with a lateral extension 19. Fach of
these extensions is provided with a base-running spike
20. As shown in Figs. 3-5, the extensions of the sole
are upwardly inclined so that the base-running spike
carried thereby is normally located above the bottom of
the sole so that it does not interfere with the operation
of the bottom spikes 13, 15 during the normal move-
ment of the player in fielding the ball or otherwise
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While the sole may be held in inclined position in
many ways, in the herein illustrated form of the inven-
tion it is held in this position by having the plate 21
carrying the base-running spike secured to the sole or
heel and being bent to an upwardly inclined position.
The plate 21 with the spike can be formed as a separate
unit or, as in the illustrated form of the invention, the
plate 21 comprises a lateral extension or projection
formed on the spike plates 12, 14 secured to the bottom
of the shoe. As shown in the drawings, the lateral ex-
tension or projection 21 is bent upwardly adjacent the
edge of the shoe and properly positions the base-running
spike.

While the base-running spike 20 may take many forms,
it is herein illustrated as a spade-like, flat, elongate spike
member which is positioned substantially parallel to the
longitudinal axis of the shoe so that it becomes effective
to prevent lateral slipping of the foot as the base runner
turns the base.

Variations and modifications may be made within the
scope of the claims and portions of the improvements
may be used without others.

I claim:

1. A baseball shoe having a sole and heel, each pro-
vided with a lateral, upwardly inclined extension at one
side, and a spike secured to each of said extensions to
project downwardly therefrom, said spikes being located
above the plane of the bottom of the shoe and becoming
operative to grip the ground as the wearer rounds a
base to prevent slipping thereat.

2. A baseball shoe having a sole and heel, each pro-
vided with a lateral extension at one side, a spike secured
to each of said extensions to project downwardly, and
means engaging the undersurface of said sole and exten-
sion and bending said lateral extensions upwardly where-
by said spikes are located above the plane of the bottom
of the shoe and become operative to grip the ground as
the shoe is tilted in the direction of said spike.

3. A baseball shoe having a sole and heel, each pro-
vided with a lateral extension at one side, spike plates
secured to the bottom of the sole and heel, said plates
having a lateral and upwardly inclined projection over-
lying and bending said lateral extensions upwardly, a
depending base-running spike carried by the projections
and located above the bottom of the shoe to become
operative to grip the ground as the wearer rounds a
base to prevent slipping thereat.

4. A baseball shoe cleat consisting of a plate adapted
to be secured to the shoe and having spikes projecting
downwardly therefrom, said plate having a lateral exten-
sion projecting therefrom and inclined upwardly from
the plane of the plate and provided with a base-running
spike disposed above the plane of the plate and adapted
to become operative to grip the ground as the wearer
rounds a base to prevent slipping thereat.
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