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57) ABSTRACT. 
A multi-compartmental cylinder having open top and 
bottom ends and complemental integral core means 
providing selectively usable condiment compartments. 
An attachable disc-like closure normally spans and 
closes the bottom ends of the compartments and is 
removable for replenishing the compartments. Cap 
type domical cover means is rotatably mounted on 
and covers the top of the cylinder. This cover means 
embodies manually regulable dispensing ports control 
lable by an adjustable shutter-type valve. This cover 
means can be turned in either direction so that the 
available discharge ports can be registered with a 
selected compartment, after which the pivoted shutter 
can be shifted and set to wholly or partially discharge 
the selected condiment. 

5 Claims, 3 Drawing Figures 
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3,737,075 
1. 

MULTI-COMPARTMENTAL CONDIMENT 
SHAKER 

This invention relates to multi-compartmental condi 
ment holders and shakers which while primarily de 
signed and adapted for kitchen and table use in the 
home are also practical for use outdoors at outings, 
campsites, picnic areas and the like, and has to do with 
a compact and convenient adaptation which features 
significant improvements which well serve the purposes 
and improved results desired. 
For background purposes and as indicative, generally 

stated, of the state of the art to which the invention re 
lates reference can be made to the plural cell condi 
ment container disclosed in U.S. Pat. No. 2,469,034 
granted to Marian A. Garris and, in addition, to the 
multipurpose compartmental condiment holder re 
vealed in U.S. Pat. No. 2,526,308 issued to Fritz Vor 
Sanger. 

Briefly, the herein disclosed condiment shaker is 
characterized by a cylindrical body section which is 
such in construction that it can be satisfactorily made 
from wood, glass or colorful moldable plastic material. 
The internal core means is integral and embodies an 
elongated axial hub member and complemental radial 
equi-distant circumferentially spaced webs or dividers 
defining open-ended triangular condiment cells or 
compartments which function to store and dispense the 
selectively usable condiments. A disc-like member is 
detachably fastened to a lower end of the hub member, 
provides a practical closure, and permits one to initially 
load and thereafter replenish anyone or all of the com 
partments. This closure constitutes one of the features 
of the invention. An equally important feature is the 
cap-type cover means which is rotatably mounted atop 
the upper end, is preferably but not necessarily domical 
in shape and appearance, is anchored and remains in 
place. This cover means features a restricted pocket 
like recess whose bottom portion is provided with a 
plurality of orifices which are capable of being aligned 
wholly or partially with the discharge end of a selected 
compartment. This recessed cover is provided with ori 
ented slot means and a finger actuated sector shaped 
shutter which functions in a manner to accomplish the 
desired valving action for the discharge orifices in a 
manner to be hereinafter explained. 
More particularly, the cap-like top or cover means is 

retentively mounted for rotation (clockwise or coun 
terclockwise) on a centralized headed screw-threaded 
fastener whose smooth-surfaced shank provides a cap 
anchoring journal. The bottom of the pocket-like re 
cess is triangular and apertured to provide the distribut 
ing discharge ports. A horizontal triangulate slot is pro 
vided in a plane below and parallel with said bottom, 
opens through a marginal convex surface and serves to 
receive and enclose the pivotally shiftable valving shut 
ter. With this coordinate arrangement, the shutter can 
be switched by hand from (1) a completely open posi 
tion, to (2) a complete port-closing position or to (3) 
intermediate positions for adjustably controlling the 
ports in keeping with the wishes of each user. 
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These together with other objects and advantages . 
which will become subsequently apparent reside in the 
details of construction and operation as more fully 
hereinafter described and claimed, reference being had 
to the accompanying drawings forming a part hereof, 
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2 
wherein like numerals refer to like parts throughout, 
and in which: 
FIG. 1 is a view in perspective of a multi 

compartmental condiment holder and shaker con 
structed in accordance with the principles of the pres 
ent invention and showing the shutter valve swung to 
the right and assuming the desired open position. 
FIG. 2 is a view in perspective, the view being of an 

exploded type and showing all of the principal compo 
nent parts and how they are individually constructed 
and arranged in ready-to-assemble relationship. 
And FIG. 3 is an enlarged view with parts in section 

and elevation taken approximately, upon the plane of 
the central vertical section line 3-3 of FIG. 1 looking 
in the direction of the indicating arrows. 
By way of introduction to the description of the de 

tails it is reiterated that the component parts which go 
to make up the over-all ready-to-use condiment holder 
and shaker can vary in shape, size and materials. Exper 
imental shakers corresponding to the one depicted in 
the drawing have been made of wood, glass and various 
grades of colorful plastic materials. It is submitted that 
more likely than not plastic material of one grade or an 
other, will be utilized by most manufacturers. 
The aforementioned hollow body member comprises 

an open-ended cylindrical body which is denoted, gen 
erally stated, by the numeral 6. It is of requisite thick 
ness and cross-section both vertically and transversely. 
The internal hollow portion of the cylinder or body is 
provided with integral partitioning or divider means 
which is referred to broadly as core means 8 and which 
as perhaps best shown in FIGS. 2 and 3 embodies an 
axial hub member 10 which is of a length commensu 
rate with the length or height of the cylindrical body as 
evident from FIG. 3. This hub member is provided with 
radial partitions 12 (FIG. 2) which are integral with the 
hub member and also the interior surface of the cylin 
der and are usually equidistant and are circumferen 
tially spaced to provide six individual condiment con 
taining cells or compartments each of which is denoted 
by the numeral 14. The open flattened top end of the 
cylinder or body is denoted at 16 and the bottom planar 
portion or edge is denoted at 18. The exterior surface 
20 of the cylinder or body is provided with suitably im 
pressed, embossed or otherwise formed letters which 
are displayed in vertical columns and are spaced apart 
circumferentially, three of these columns being evident 
in FIGS. 1 and 2, one column describing the word 
"Pepper' and being denoted at 22, the second one des 
ignating "Salt' 24 and the third one designating "Gar 
lic Salt' as at 26. The other descriptive legends or 
words are not shown, the several appearing being suffi 
cient for the purposes under consideration. Each leg 
end is lined up with the compartment with which it is 
cooperable. The pockets will of course be charged with 
condiments corresponding to the legends displayed. 
The closure means for the bottom 18 of the cylindrical 
body is denoted by the numeral 28 and comprises a 
suitable disc or disc-like member whose upper face 30 
abuts the surface 18. This disc is of requisite diameter 
to conform with the exterior surface of the body 6 as 
brought out in FIGS. 1 and 2. The central portion 32 
is provided with an integral screw-threaded headed fas 
tener whose screw-threaded shank is denoted at 34, the 
head 36 being embedded in a socket provided therefor 
as at 38 and the socket being filled with an appropriate 
filler 40 to conceal the notched head. With this ar 
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lining said socket and having an axial screw-threaded 
socket formed therein, said screw-threaded fastener 
being carried by said disc-like member and aligned with 
and screwed into said screw-threaded socket and serv 
ing to normally retain the disc-like member in a closing 
position and, at the same time, permitting it to be un 
screwed and bodily removed in a manner to uncover 
the openable lower ends of said compartments, and 
cap-type cover means rotatably mounted on and cover 
ing said top end and spanning and covering the upper 
discharge ends of said compartments, said cover means 
embodying dispensing means which is selectively and 
adjustably registrable with individual compartments in 
a manner to enable a user to select a predetermined 
compartment and to wholly or partially shake and dis 
charge the contents therefrom. 

4. The condiment shaker defined in and according to 
claim 2 and wherein said cover means is hemispherical 
and has an axial portion which is rotatably joined to a 
journaling shank on an upper end of the core means, 
said dispensing means comprising a pocket-like recess 
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6 
formed in a marginal portion of said cover means and 
having a complemental wall provided with a plurality 
of simultaneously usable orifices constituting dispens 
ing ports. 

5. The condiment shaker defined in and according to 
claim 4 and wherein said cover means is also provided 
with a horizontal segmental slot having an outward end 
opening through an outer peripheral surface of the 
cover means, said slot being oriented and cooperatively 
aligned with said pocket, and a shutter confined and 
pivotally mounted in said slot means and constituting 
a valve, said shutter being imperforate and adapted to 
wholly or partially cover the orifices at will, said shutter 
being segmental in plan and having an outer marginal 
edge provided with a depending lug constituting a fin 
gergrip, said fingergrip being accessible and adapted to 
enable a user to catch hold of the same and swing the 
shutter from a normally closed position to a fully open 
position and vice versa. 
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