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(54) Title: PACKAGING

. (57) Abstract: A pack (1) for smoking articles comprises an outer

Flg- 1 shell (3). The outer shell comprises opposing front (2) and back major

1 panels (4), two opposing minor side panels (6,8) and opposing first

\N and second ends. The first end is open and the second end is closed.

The pack further comprises an inner tray (5). The inner tray is located

5 within the outer shell and is slidable along a length axis directed be-

tween the first and second ends of the outer shell so as to emerge

from the first open end of the outer shell. The inner tray has an aper-

ture (19) formed therein. The pack further comprises a tongue (21)

having a head portion (24) located inside the inner tray and wider

than said aperture, and a stem portion (23) connected at one end to

the outer shell at or near the second end of the outer shell. The stem

portion extends through the aperture to join the head portion. The

aperture and tongue provide a stop mechanism to prevent withdrawal

of the inner tray from the first end of the outer shell past a predeter-
mined limit.
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PACKAGING
Field of the invention

The invention relates to packaging for smoking articles, such as cigarettes. In
particular the invention relates to packaging smoking articles in a shell and slider type

pack.
Background to the invention

Cigarette packs having an outer shell and inner slider are well-known, see for
example: German patent DE 29619233, PCT patent application WO 00/45654, US
patent US 3096878, US patent US 3107008, US patent US 3828923, GB Patent GB
335838 and Swiss patent CH 370699. In such packs, the contents of the inner slider,
usually cigarettes, are accessed by pulling the inner slider from the outer shell to
expose the contents of the inner slider. Some of these existing packs also include
some form of mechanism to prevent the inner slider from being completely removed

from the outer shell.

It is desirable to provide a shell and slider combination that is easier to use

and/or more robust than existing configurations.
Summary of the invention

A pack for smoking articles comprises an outer shell. The outer shell
comprises opposing front and back major panels, two opposing minor side panels and
opposing first and second ends. The first end is open and the second end is closed.
The pack further comprises an inner tray formed with an aperture. The inner tray is
located within the outer shell and is slidable along a length axis directed between the
tirst and second ends of the outer shell so as to emerge from the first open end of the
outer shell. The pack further comprises a tongue having a head portion located inside
the inner tray and wider than said aperture, and a stem portion connected at one end
to the outer shell at or near the second end of the outer shell. The stem portion

extends through the aperture to join the head portion. The aperture and tongue



10

15

20

25

WO 2009/101069 PCT/EP2009/051487

provide a stop mechanism to prevent withdrawal of the inner tray from the first end

of the outer shell past a predetermined limit.

Such a stop mechanism is robust and reliable, while convenient and effective

to manufacture.

In one embodiment, the tongue is substantially T-shaped (other embodiments
may involve a mushroom shape, etc). The stem portion comprises an end region
which is folded parallel with and adhered to the second end of the outer shell. The
aperture is located centrally between the opposing minor side panels of the outer shell,
and extends from a bottom edge of the base of the inner tray, which is adjacent to the

second end of the outer shell when the pack is closed.

In one embodiment, the outer shell includes a recessed portion that extends
trom the open first end of the outer shell partway down the back major panel. The
recessed portion on the outer shell extends across the width of the back major panel
and onto the opposing minor side panels. Such a configuration for the outer shell
exposes a portion of the inner tray. Accordingly, a user can grip the inner tray for
withdrawal from the outer shell in order to access the contents of the pack (e.g.

smoking articles such as cigarettes).

In one embodiment, the pack is relatively thin (measuring depth from front to
back) compared to a conventional hinged-lid pack. Note that the combination of
outer shell and inner tray for such a thin pack is helpful, since in contrast, a very thin
conventional hinged-lid pack may have interference problems with the lid opening

action.

Another embodiment of the invention provides a set of blanks for forming

such a pack.
Brief description of the drawings

Embodiments of the invention are described, by way of example only, with

reference to the accompanying drawings in which:



WO 2009/101069 PCT/EP2009/051487

10

15

20

Figure 1 shows a rear perspective view of a slider and shell pack according to

an embodiment of the invention when closed;

Figure 2a shows a rear perspective view of the outer shell of the pack shown in

Figure 1;

Figure 2b shows a front perspective view of the outer shell of the pack shown

in Figure 1;

Figure 3a shows a front perspective view of the inner tray from the pack

shown in Figure 1;

Figure 3b shows a rear perspective view of the inner tray from the pack shown

in Figure 1;

Figure 4a shows a rear perspective view of the pack of Figure 1 where the

inner tray is partially withdrawn from the outer shell;

Figure 4b shows a front perspective view of the pack of Figure 1 where the

inner tray is partially withdrawn from the outer shell;

Figure 5a shows a front schematic view of the pack of Figure 1 when closed

and shows the outer shell in phantom;

Figure 5b shows a front schematic view of the pack of Figure 1 when open

and shows the outer shell in phantom;

Figure 6a shows a blank suitable for making the inner tray of the pack as

llustrated in Figures 1, 3a, 3b, 4a, 4b, 5a and 5b;

Figure 6b shows a blank suitable for making the outer shell of the pack as
llustrated in Figures 1, 2a, 2b, 4a, 4b, 5a and 5b; and

Figure 6¢ shows a blank suitable for making the tongue to be fixed inside the

outer shell as llustrated in Figures 5a and 5b.
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Detailed description

Figure 1 shows a perspective view of a slider and shell pack or packet 1 in
accordance with an embodiment of the invention. The pack 1 includes an outer shell
3, as shown separately in Figures 2a and 2b, and an inner tray 5, as shown separately in
Figures 3a and 3b. Smoking articles such as cigarettes may be located in the inner tray
5. Figure 2a shows a rear perspective view of the outer shell 3 with the inner tray 5
removed. Figure 2b shows a front perspective view of the outer shell 3 with the inner
tray removed. Figure 3a shows a perspective view of the inner tray 5, viewed from the

tront. Figure 3b shows a perspective view of the inner tray 5, viewed from the rear.

Referring to Figures 1, 2a and 2b, the outer container 3 has a generally
rectangular shape and includes a front major panel 2, a rear major panel 4 and two
opposing minor side panels 6, 8. The outer shell 3 further includes a bottom end
panel 10. The top end of the outer shell 3 (opposite the bottom end panel 10) is open

to allow the inner tray 5 to be withdrawn from the outer shell 3.

A recessed portion 12 in the outer shell 3 extends from the open end of the
outer shell 3 partway down the rear major panel 4. The recessed portion 12 extends
around the side edges of the rear major panel 4 onto each of the two minor side
panels 6, 8. The recessed portion 12 exposes a portion of the inner tray 5 (as shown
in Figure 1), thereby allowing a consumer to grasp and pull the inner tray 5 out of the

open end of the outer shell 3.

In the illustrated embodiment, the recessed portion 12 occupies approximately
one third (lengthwise) of the rear major panel 4, from the top of the panel (at the open
end) downwards towards bottom end panel 10. The recessed portion further extends
approximately two-thirds (widthwise) of each of the minor side panels 6, 8, i.e. from
rear major panel 4 towards the front major panel 2. It will be appreciated that other
embodiments may have other shapes and/or dimensions for the recessed portion 12

on the outer shell 3.

Referring now to Figures 3a and 3b, the inner tray 5 has a substantially

rectangular shape and comprises a base panel 7, two opposing side panels 9, 11, and
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two opposing end panels, namely top end panel 13 and bottom end panel 15. An
extension panel 17 extends from the bottom end of each side panel 9, 11, and is

tolded to join the respective side panel to bottom end panel 15.

When the inner tray 5 is inside the outer shell 3, and when the pack 1 is closed,
as shown in Figure 1, the base 7 of the slider 5 is parallel and adjacent to the rear
major panel 4 of the outer shell 3; the side walls 9 and 11 of the slider are parallel and
adjacent to the side panels 8 and 6 respectively of the outer shell 3; and the bottom
end panel 15 of the slider is parallel and adjacent to the bottom end panel 10 of the
outer shell. Furthermore, in the position shown in Figure 1, the top end panel 13 of

the inner slider acts to close the pack 1 to prevent the contents from falling out.

As shown in Figures 3a and 3b, an aperture 19 is included in the base panel 7
of the inner slider 3. The aperture 19 extends into the base panel 7 from the edge
defined by the bottom end panel 15 and the base panel 7. The aperture 19 extends
part-way up the base panel 7 (approximately one third lengthwise) towards the top
end panel 13. The aperture 19 is substantially centrally positioned widthwise on the
base panel 7, and occupies approximately two-thirds of the width of the base panel 7
(between opposing side walls 9 and 11). The aperture 19 acts in conjunction with a
tongue portion (as discussed below) as a stop mechanism to prevent the inner tray 5

trom being fully withdrawn from the outer shell 3 when opening the pack 1.

In the embodiment illustrated, the top end panel 13 includes a notch 20.
When the inner tray 5 is fully inside the outer shell 3 (as shown in Figure 1), notch 20
provides the consumer with an additional facility (in particular a gap between end
panel 13 of the inner slider 5 and front major panel 2 of the outer shell 3) for holding

and pulling the inner tray 5 out through the open end of the outer shell 3.

Thus in the embodiment shown, a consumer can open the pack 1 by
withdrawing the inner tray 5 from the outer shell 3. This withdrawal can be
accomplished by pulling on the top panel 13 via the recess 20 and/or by grasping the
exposed area on the base 7 and side panels 9, 11 of the inner tray 5. To close the pack

1, the consumer applies pressure to the outer face of the top end panel 13 of the inner
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tray 5 to push the inner tray 5 back into the outer shell 3. The closed position is
reached when the bottom wall 15 of the inner slider 5 abuts against the bottom end

panel 10 of the outer shell 3 (thereby preventing further movement in this direction).

Figures 4a and 4b are rear and front views respectively of the pack 1 with the
inner tray 5 partly withdrawn from the outer shell 3. The pack includes a stop
mechanism to limit the withdrawal of the inner tray 5 from the outer shell 3 to the
amount shown in Figures 4a and 4b. In the illustrated position, the inner tray is about
40% withdrawn - i.e. the inner tray 5 has moved a distance corresponding to
approximately 40% of the length of the inner tray from the closed position shown in

Figure 1.

Figures 52 and 5b show schematic front views of the assembled pack 1. The
outer shell 3 is shown in broken lines (and in transparent form) to illustrate the stop
mechanism used to control movement of the inner slider 5 out of the outer shell 3. In
Figure 5a the pack 1 is closed (as in Figure 1), while in Figure 5b, the pack is open (as
in Figures 4a and 4b).

The stop mechanism used to limit movement of the inner slider 5 out from the
outer shell utilises interaction between a tongue 21 and the aperture 19. For clarity,
those portions of the tongue 21 that are hidden behind the side wall 9 or bottom end
panel 15 are shown in broken lines in Figures 5a and 5b (in order to depict the full

shape of tongue 21).

As shown in Figures 5a and 5b, the tongue 21 may be substantially T-shaped
and comprises a head portion 24 and a stem portion 23. The stem portion 23 is
attached at one (bottom) end to the outer shell 3. In particular, this bottom end of the
stem portion is attached to the edge formed by the junction of rear major panel 4 and
bottom end panel 10 of the outer shell 3. In one particular embodiment, stem portion
23 includes an end region 25 shown in Figure 6¢ (opposite head portion 24), which is

tolded parallel to (and adhered to) the bottom end panel 10 of the outer shell 3.
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The opposite (top) end of the stem portion 23 is attached to the (transverse)
head portion 24. The stem portion 23 is narrower than the head portion 24 (width
being defined along the direction between opposing side panels 6 and 8). The stem
portion 23 of the tongue 21 passes through the aperture 19 such that the head portion
24 1s located within the tray of the inner shell —i.e. between the base 7 of the inner
slider shell and the front major panel 2 of the outer shell 3. In contrast, the bottom
end region of the stem portion is located outside the tray of the inner shell —i.e.
between bottom wall 15 of the inner shell and bottom end panel 10 of the outer shell

3 (as mentioned above, the stem portion 23 is attached to the latter).

The aperture 19 is dimensioned so that it is (slightly) wider than the stem
portion 23, but narrower than the head portion 24. This arrangement allows the inner
tray 5 to slide unimpeded in the direction from the closed end 10 to the open end of
the outer shell 3 in order to open the pack. As this opening occurs, aperture 19
moves along stem portion 23 (i.e. stem portion 23 moves through aperture 19).
However, when the position shown in Figure 5b is reached, the inner tray 5 is
prevented from being withdrawn any further from the outer shell 3. In particular, in
this position, the bottom edge of the aperture 19 (i.e. the edge formed by bottom end
panel 15) reaches and abuts against the bottom edge of the head portion 24. Since the
head portion 24 is wider than the stem portion 23, and also wider than aperture 19,

turther movement of the inner slider 5 out from the outer shell 3 is prevented.

It will be appreciated that while the bottom edge of the aperture 19 acts as a
stop mechanism, the top edge of the aperture (i.e. the edge closest to the top end
panel 13) does not form part of the stop mechanism. Accordingly, the shape and
position of this edge is relatively flexible. For example, this top edge might be moved
much closer to the bottom edge (so that aperture 19 becomes a relatively narrow strip
or slit). The skilled person will be aware of various other possible alternative shapes
and dimensions for the tongue 21 and the aperture 19 to form the stop mechanism.
Such variations can be used (inter alia) to control the maximum permitted amount of
withdrawal of the inner tray from the outer shell. Other tongue and aperture shapes

can be used. Foe example, the tongue may be L-shaped with the head portion
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extending transversely of the stem portion on one side only. The tongue may
alternatively have a head portion in the shape of an arrowhead, a semicircle or an
ellipse. Also, the tongue may include two generally parallel, spaced stem portions
received in respective apertures in the inner tray, with the head portion of the tongue

bridging the stem portions.

Figure 6a shows a blank 50 suitable for making the inner tray 5 as illustrated in
Figures 1, 2a, 2b, 4a, 4b, 5a and 5b in accordance with one embodiment of the
invention. The blank 50 includes a first panel 51 which is joined by 2 scored fold line
IF10 at its bottom edge to a second panel 52. The first panel 51 folds against second
panel 52 to form end panel 13. A hole 502 is provided across the scored fold line 10
and extends onto both the first and second panels 51, 52. In the erected inner frame
5, the first panel 51 is folded back against the second panel 52 along fold line F10,
with the result that the hole 502 defines the notch 20 in the top panel 13 of the inner
trame 5. Tolding the first and second panels together provides a rounded, stronger

edge for top end panel 13

The second panel 52 is joined by a scored fold line FF11 to a third panel 53 that
defines the base panel 7 of the inner tray 5. The third panel 53 is joined by a scored
told line FF12 to a fourth panel 54 that defines the bottom end panel 15 of the inner
tray 5. A hole or aperture 19 as previously described 1s cut through the third panel 53.
The fold lines F10, F11 and F12 are parallel to each other.

The third panel 53 is joined by a scored fold line 13 to a fifth panel 55 and by
a scored fold line I'14 to a sixth panel 56. The fold line IF14 is parallel to fold line FF15.
The fifth panel 55 and the sixth panel 56 define the opposing side panels 9, 11

respectively of the inner tray 5.

A seventh panel 57 and an eighth panel 58 are joined by scored fold lines F15
and I'16 to the fifth and sixth panels 55, 56 respectively. Each of the seventh and
eighth panels 57, 58 overlaps with the inside of the second panel 54 (bottom end
panel 15 of the inner tray 5), thereby attaching the side panels 9, 11 of the inner tray 5

to the bottom end panel 15 of the inner tray 5.
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A ninth panel 59 and a tenth panel 60 are joined by scored fold lines F17, 18
to the fifth and sixth panels 55, 56 respectively. Each of the ninth and tenth panels
59, 60 is each sandwiched between the first and second panels 51, 52 (when folded

together) to link the side panels 9, 11 to the top end panel 13 of the inner tray 5.

Figure 6b shows a blank 30 suitable for making the outer shell 3 as illustrated
in Figures 1, 2a, 2b, 4a, 4b, 5a and 5b in accordance with one embodiment of the
invention. The blank 30 includes a first panel 31 that defines the rear major panel 4 of
the outer shell 3. The first panel 31 is joined by a scored fold line I'1 at its bottom
edge to a second panel 32 that forms the closed end 10 of the outer shell 3. The
second panel 32 is joined by a scored fold line 2 to a third panel 33 that forms the
tront major panel 2 on the outer shell 3. The third panel 33 is joined at its bottom
edge by a scored fold line I3 to a fourth panel 34 that defines a reinforcement panel at
the open end of the outer shell 3 (during assembly, the fourth panel is folded back
onto the third panel to provide a rounded and strengthened edge). The fold lines I'1,
I'2 and '3 are parallel to each other.

The first panel 31 is joined by a scored fold line I'4 to a fifth panel 35 and by a
scored fold line T'5 to a sixth panel 36. The fold line 4 is parallel to fold line I'5, and
the fifth panel 35 and sixth panel 36 detfine opposing side panels 8 and 6 respectively

of the outer shell 3.

A seventh panel 37 and an eighth panel 38 are joined by scored fold lines I'6
and I'7 to the fifth and sixth panels 35, 36 respectively. In the assembled pack, each
of the seventh and eight panels 37, 38 overlaps with the inside of the second panel 32
(bottom panel 10 of the outer shell 3) to attach the side panels 6, 8 of the outer shell 3

to the bottom panel 10 (closed end) of the outer shell 3.

A ninth panel 39 and a tenth panel 40 are respectively joined by scored regions
S1, 82 to the third panel 33. In the erected outer shell 3, each of scored regions S1
and S2 defines a rounded edge on the front edge of the outer shell 3. In the erected

outer shell 3, the ninth panel 39 overlaps the fifth panel 35 and the tenth panel 40
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ovetlaps the sixth panel 36 to form opposing side panels 8 and 6 respectively of the

outer shell 3.

Figure 6¢ shows a blank for the tongue 21 in accordance with one
embodiment of the invention. The tongue 21 comprises a stem portion 23 and a head
portion 24. The stem portion 23 includes 2 scored fold line 20 to define a bottom
panel or end region 25. In the assembled pack, end region 25 is parallel (and fixed) to

the inside of the closed end panel 10 of the outer shell 3.

In one embodiment, the pack described herein is relatively thin compared to
conventional hinged-lid packs. For example, the dimensions of the outer shell are

approximately as follows:

length (from top to bottom): 86mm
width (from one side panel to the other side panel): 59mm
depth (from front to back): 12mm.

It 1s relatively difficult to make such a thin pack —i.e. with the low depth
dimension — according to a traditional pattern for a hinged-lid carton because of
potential interference with the lid opening action. Accordingly, these dimensions are

well-suited to a shell and slider pack.

In the embodiments shown, the front edges of the outer shell 3 are curved,
whereas the rear edges of the outer shell 3 (and the corresponding edges of the inner
tray 5) are sharp. It will be appreciated that in other embodiments, the edges of the
outer container 3 and inner tray 5 can be any suitable shape, for example rounded,

sharp or chamfered.

The skilled person will be aware of various modifications that may be made to
the embodiments described above and although the invention has been described by
way of example in relation to a thin cigarette pack, it can be embodied in any of the
usual pack and carton configurations used for cigarettes and similar smoking articles,
tor example standard square corner, twenties, tens and other sized packs. As used

herein the term pack is intended to include 2 carton.
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Also, the stopping mechanism can be mounted on other sides of the pack. For
example two apertures could be formed in the inner tray in the base in alignment with
the opposing side walls 9, 11 with respective tongues having head portions overlying
the side walls and stem extending through the apertures and attached to the outer

shell at their lower ends.

In order to facilitate opening of the pack, and aperture may be formed in the bottom
end panel 10 and or the rear major panel 4 of the outer shell 3, to allow the usr to
manually slide the inner tray upwardly until stopped at a predetermined limit by the

stopping mechanism.

Accordingly, the scope of the present invention 1s defined by the appended claims and

their equivalents.
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Claims

1. A pack for smoking articles comprising:

an outer shell, wherein the outer shell comprises opposing front and back
major panels, two opposing minor side panels and opposing first and second ends,
wherein the first end is open and the second end is closed;

an inner tray, wherein the inner tray is located within the outer shell and is
slidable along a length axis directed between the first and second ends of the outer
shell so as to emerge from the first open end of the outer shell, the inner tray having
an aperture formed therein; and

a tongue having a head portion wider than said aperture, and a stem portion
connected at one end to the outer shell through the aperture;

wherein the aperture and tongue provide a stop mechanism to prevent
withdrawal of the inner tray from the first end of the outer shell past a predetermined

limit.

2. A pack according to claim 1 wherein the inner tray includes a base adjacent
and parallel to the major back panel of the outer shell, and the aperture is formed in

the base.

3. A pack according to Claim 1 or 2, wherein the tongue is substantially T-

shaped.

4, A pack according to any one of the preceding claims, wherein the stem portion

is adhered to the second end of the outer shell.

5. A pack according to Claim 4, wherein the stem portion comprises an end

region which is folded parallel with and adhered to the second end of the outer shell.

6. A pack according to any one of the preceding claims, wherein the aperture is

located centrally between the opposing minor side panels of the outer shell.
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7. A pack according to any one of the preceding claims, wherein the aperture
extends from a bottom edge of the base of the inner tray which is adjacent to the

second end of the outer shell when the pack is closed.

8. A pack according to any one of the preceding claims, wherein the outer shell
includes a recessed portion that extends from the open first end of the outer shell

partway down the back major panel.

9. A pack according to Claim 8, wherein the recessed portion on the outer shell

extends across the width of the back major panel and onto the opposing minor side

panels.
10. A pack according to any preceding claim, containing smoking articles.
11. A set of one or more blanks for forming the pack as claimed in any one of the

preceding claims.

12. A pack for smoking articles as hereinbefore described and with reference to

the accompanying drawings.

13. A set of blanks as hereinbefore described and with reference to Figures 6a, 6b
and 6c.

14. A blanks for forming a pack including;

a first flat blank foldable to form an outer shell, including panel portions
toldable along fold lines to provide opposing front and back major panels, and panel
portions foldable along fold lines to provide two opposing minor side panels and
opposing first and second ends, wherein the first end is open and the second end 1s
closed;

a second flat blank foldable along fold lines to provide an inner tray slidable
along a length axis of the outer shell between the first and second ends of the outer

shell, the second blank having aperture formed therein; and
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a third blank defining a tongue having a head portion wider than said aperture,
and a stem portion for connection to the outer shell and of a width slidable within the
aperture of the second blank.
wherein the aperture and tongue provide a stop mechanism to prevent withdrawal of

the inner tray from the first end of the outer shell past a predetermined limit.

15, A method of fabricating a pack by folding the blanks of claim 14 to form a

pack as claimed in claim 1.
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Claims Nos.: 12,13

Claims 12 and 13 merely refer to the drawings without defining any
structural element of the subject-matter of the application.
Consequently, it is unclear (Art. 6 PCT) which features shall be defined
by these claims and a meaningful search of claims 12 and 13 is not
possible.

The applicant’s attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to
inventions in respect of which no international search report has been
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPO
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any
Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds into the regional phase
before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried
out during examination before the EPO (see EPO Guideline C-VI, 8.2),
should the problems which led to the Article 17(2)PCT declaration be
overcome.
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BoxNo.ll Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasonst

1. D Claims Nos.: )
because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

v
2. Claims Nos.: 12,13
because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such
an extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

see FURTHER INFORMATION sheet PCT/ISA/210

3. D Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No.1ll Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This international Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. D As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers allsearchable
claims.

2. D As all searchable ¢laims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
additional fees.

3. D As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search reportcovers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. D No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable, the
payment of a protest fee.

The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit spacified in the invitation.

D No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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