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The invention relates to-an improved golf training aid
and, more particularly, to one which forms an attachment
for a golf club in order to provide proper positioning of
the user with the club and also to provide proper orien-
tation of the club with respect to the ball.

Golf sighting devices and aids previously utilized have
required either the proper position to be assumed by the
golfer or a proper orientation of the golf club in order
‘to benefit fully from using the device. For the beginner
in golf, elimination of any of these problems better per-
mits his concentration to be devoted to the myriad points
necessary to provide the desired result.

Accordingly, it is an object of this invention to provide
an arangement which results in an improved golf training
aid. .

It is another object of this invention to provide a golf
training aid that facilitates proper positioning of a golf
club and golfer.

It is still another object of this invention to provide
a golf training aid which facilitates the proper positioning
of a golfer’s head and arms when he is addressing a golf
ball.

It is a further object of this invention to provxde a
golf training aid which enables a golfer to avoid a “slice.”

It is a still further object of this invention fo provide a
detachable golf training aid which may be removed when
its training aid function is no longer needed.

. It is an additional object of this invention to provide
a golf training aid which is easily attached to conven-
tional golf clubs.

Another object of this invention involves the production
of a golf training device which aids in the proper posi-
tioning of the golf club relative to a golf ball in order to
fix the direction of the ball when struck.

Still another object of this invention involves the
provision of a golf training aid that is mounted relatively
high on a golf club shaft, thereby minimizing errors in
sighting.

A still further object of this invention is to provide a
golf training aid that is simple and economical to prodiice
by mass production manufacturing techniques.

In accordance with the invention there is provided a
golf club combined with a first and second sighting means
for alignment with respect to the hole and positioning the
golfer’s head respectively. The first sighting means com-
prises an elongated body secured to the club shaft and
oriented parallel to the sole plane of the club head to
indicate the direction of flight of the ball. The second
sighting means comprises an elongated body fixedly se-
cured to the first sighting means so that it lies in a vertical
plane therewith. The longitudinal akis of the second
sighting means is also vertically oriented with respect to
the sole plane of the club head. The first and second
sighting means are positioned approximate to the upper
end of the golf club shaft so that the second sighting
means is behind the club head and directly below the
desired position of the golfer’s head.

For a better understanding of the present invention,
together with other and further objects thereof, reference
is had to the following description taken in connection
with the accompanying drawing and its scope will be
pointed out in the appended claims.

In the drawing,
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FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of the golf training
aid of the present invention;

FIGURE 2 is a perspective view of the golf training
aid of the. present invention illustrating -its attachment
to-a golf club; and

FIGURE 3 is an elevational view of the golf trammg
aid of the present invention illustrating the position
of a user.

Referring to FIGURE 1 of the drawing, there is shown
the elements forming the golf training aid attachment.
The body portion 1¢ of the golf training aid has a groove
11 to receive a club shaft. A clamp element 12 has a
shaft receiving portion 13 and a pair of outwardly ex-
tending portions 14 and 15. A pair of holes 16 and 17
in the outwardly extending portions 14 and 15 provide
clearance for clamp screws 18. The body 10 has tapped,
blind holes therein for receiving the screws 18 in order to
draw clamp element 12 toward the body portion to secure
a golf club shaft between grooved portions 11 and 13.

A longitudinally oriented hole in body 10 houses a
first sighting means or direction indicator 19, such that
it will be substantially perpendicular to a golf club shaft
and oriented parallel to the sole plane 27 of the club head
28 to indicate direction of the flight of the ball 26. The
end of direction indicator designated as 20 extends from
the body 10 in one direction and is of a generally pointed
configuration.

Extending from the body 10 in a direction opposite to
that of the generally pointed portion 20 is a sighting rod
or tube supporting portion 21 to which a sighting rod
or tube 22 is secured. The sighting element 22 may be
either solid or hollow. This second sighting means, rod
or tube 22, is in a vertical plane with respect to the
direction indicator 19. The longitudinal axis of rod or
tube 22 is likewise vertically oriented with respect to the
sole plane 27 of the club head 28.

A tapped hole 23 which intersects with the hole in the
body 19 that houses direction indicator 19 is provided for
receiving a set screw 24 which engages the direction indi-
cator in order to fix its position.

In FIGURE 2 the golf training aid is shown clamped
to a golf club by securing the shaft 25 thereof between
grooved portions 11 and 13 of the body 10 and clamp
element 12, respectively, by means of clamp screws 18.

A golf professional clamps the training aid to the club
shaft 25 in a position depending upon the pupil’s height
and reach or arm length. When properly -positioned, the
direction indicator 19 lies horizontal to the ground and
points to the direction of flight of golf ball 26. The
longitudinal axis of the sighting rod 22 is vertically
oriented with respect to the sole plane of the golf club
head or on level ground is positioned perpendicular to the
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golfer, thereby simultaneously to position the golfer’s
head and maintain proper orientation of the club shaft
in the plane perpendicular to the ground. The sole plate
of the club is then maintained parallel to the surface of
the ground and in contact with it. An indicator mark 27.
(in FIGURE 1) on the body 10 is either set with respect
to one of a series of marks (not shown) on the direction
indicator 19 or alternatively, a mark is made on the
direction indicator 19 to facilitate accurate resetting of
the training aid. Similarly, the shaft of the golf club
25 and the golf training aid may be marked to assure
resetting of their relative positions.

As shown in FIGURE 3 a golfer, either a novice or one
desiring to correct a difficulty, after placing the club
behind the ball, orients the direction indicator 19 hori-
zontal with respect. to the ground and pointing in the
desired direction of flight such that the sighting rod or
tube 22 is perpendicular to the ground or-a substantially
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horizontal plane where the ground is rough. With the
golf club properly oriented, the golfer then assumes his
stance so that his head is over the sighting rod or tube
22. The golfer’s head is then behind the -ball and his
left hand is forced to become an extension. of the club
while his right elbow is automatically drawn into a close
position at his right side. Thus the clubhead will be
swung on an inside-out path going back and on the down
swing, thereby eliminating the errors that lead to slicing.

The golf training aid, except for the conventional
clamping and set screws, may preferably be made of a
light plastic, although metal or even wood would be within
the scope of the inventive concept.

Additionally, a soft material may be used in the grooved
portions 11 and 13 in order to avoid marring of the golf
club.shaft when a hard metal is used as the material for

. the golf training aid attachment.

While there has been described what is at present
considered to be the prefered embodiment of this inven-
tion, it will be obvious. to those skilled in the art that
various changes and modifications may be made therein
without departing from the invention, and, it is, therefore,
aimed in the appended claims to cover all such changes
and modifications as fall within the true spirit and scope
of the invention.

What is claimed is:

1. In combination with a golf club having a shaft with
a club head on its lower end, said club head having a
striking face at an angle to the sole plane of said club
head to define the front face thereof, a first sighting means
comprising an . elongated body on said shaft oriented
parallel to the sole plane of said golf club head to indicate
the direction of flight of a golf ball, and a second sighting
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means comprising an elongated body fixedly secured to
said first sighting means to lie in a vertical plane therewith,
the longitudinal axis of said second sighting means being
vertically oriented with respect to the sole plane of said
golf club head, said first and second sighting means being
positioned proximate to the upper end of said golf club
shaft such that the said second sighting means is behind
said. goif club head and directly below the desired head
position of a golfer. B

2. The combination described in claim 1 wherein said
second sighting means is an open tubular element.
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