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Our invention relates to nmew and useful
improvements in a shoe lace fastener, the
same being a division in part from our appli-
cation bearing Serial Number 1154686, dated
June 12, 1926, and has for its primary ob-
ject to construct a device of this character
from a section of flat material, such as metal
and so fashion it that it may be readily
and quickly applied to or removed from an
article of footwear, such as a low shoe, with-
out the use of securing means such as rivets,
prongs and the like.

Another object of the invention is to- so
shape the fastener as to provide means for
frictionally gripping the upper of the foot-
wear and thereby hold the fastener against
accidental displacement.

A further object of the invention is-to
provide a shoe lace fastener removably
mounted over the upper edge of a shoe up-
per and adapted to receive the straight and
looped ends of a bow knot, and hold such
ends in a neat manner, thereby giving a tidy
appearance to the footwear.

With these and other ends in view, this
invention consists in the details of con-
struction and combination of elements here-
inafter set forth and then specifically desig-
nated by the claims.

In order that those, skilled in the art to.

which this invention appertains, may under-
stand how to make and use the same, we will
describe its construction in detail, referring
by numerals to the accompanying drawings
forming a part of this application, in which:

Fig. 1, is a fragmentary perspective view
of a shoe illustrating the manner in which
our invention is applied.

Fig. 2, is an enlarged edge view of the
fastener showing the manner in which it is
attached to a shoe upper.

Fig. 8, is an enlarged face view of the

fastener.

In carrying out our invention as herein
embodied, 6 represents an article of foot-
wear, such as a shoe, which is closed by
laces 6, the upper ends of which are usually
tied in a bow-knot, indicated at 7, and pro-
viding loop ends 8 and straight ov tipped
ends 9. :

Usually the ends of the bow-knot are al-
lowed to hang loosely giving an untidy ap-
pearance to the foot-wear, but by providing
a shoe lace fastener 10 to hold the free
ends of the bow-knot, the shoe will have a
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neater appearance, and the lace is less likely
to come untied. ' '

The shoe lace fastener herein illustrated
is adapted to be removably mounted over
the upper edge of the shoe upper, and is
formed from a single piece or section of
suitable material, such as flat metal, so bent
or fashioned to provide a body 11 with a
curved portion 12 at its upper end and an-
other. curved portion 18 at its lower end,
the latter curved portion having a section 14
extending beyond the inner face of the body
for a purpose to be hereinafter described,
while from said curved portion projects the
upwardly extending outer leg 15 terminating
in an outwardly projecting curved tongue
16, lying in close proximity and preferably
m contact with the outer face of the body.
From the upper curved portion 12 projects
2 downwardly extending inner leg 17 hav-

‘1mmg an arcuate portion 18 formed therein

adjacent the section 14 of the curved por-
tion 13, with which it coacts and said inner
leg terminates in a lip 19.

As will be obvious, from Fig. 2, the shoe
lace fasteners are removably mounted over
the upper edge of the shoe upper and when
in place the bulged section 14 of the curved
portion 13 will kink the leather of the shoe
s0 as to cause it to be frictionally gripped
between said section 14 and the curved por-
tion 18 of the inner leg, which will prevent
accidental displacement of the fastener.

It is to be understood that the material
from which the fasteners are made must be
sufficiently resilient to return the legs to
their normal positions after being separated
by placement upon the shoe or after the laces
have been placed in the outer legs.

By placing one of the shoe lace fasteners
at each side of the front of the shoe, or in
any other convenient place, relative to the
shoe laces, the ends of the latter may be
readily inserted between the outer legs and

- the bodies thereof, where said shoe laces will

be held against accidental displacement due
to the resiliency of the fastemers. In plac-
ing the fasteners in position, the inner legs
engage the inner face of the shoe upper,

while the body engages the outer face there- -

of, leaving the space between the outer leg
and body free for the reception of the ends
of the bow knot.

Of course we do not wish to be limited to
the exact details of construction as lerein
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shown as these may be varied within the
limits of the appended claims without de-
parting from the spirit of our invention.

Having thus fully described our inven-
tion, what we claim as new and useful is:

1. A shoe lace fastener comprising a body,
an upwardly projecting outer leg extending
from the lower end of the body, a bulge at
the point of connection between the body
and outer leg, said bulge extending beyond
the inner face of the body, an inner leg pro-
jecting downwardly from the upper end of
the body and terminated with an arcuate
portion for coaction with the bulge, a lip
at the end of the inner leg below the arcuate
portion, and an outwardly curved tongue
at the terminal of the outer leg.
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2. The combination with a shoe, of a shoe
lace fastener constructed from a section of
resilient metal bent to provide a body, hav-
ing a bulge extending beyond the inner face
of said body, an inner legy depending from
the upper end of the body and provided
with an arcuate portion for coaction with
the bulge whereby the two produce a kink
in the shoe upper, and an outer leg project-
ing upwardly. from. the lower end of the
hody and terminating in an outwardly pro-
jecting tongue normally in contact with the
outer face of the body.
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In testimony whereof, we have hereunto

aflixed our signatuves. ‘
SAMUEL R. SHETZLINE, Jz.
EMIL A. DODELIN.,



