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Labels  and  sheets  thereof,  and  method  of  forming  such  sheets. 

A  self-adhesive  label  comprises  a  front  portion  (6) 
having  an  adhesive  rear  surface,  and  a  backing  (10)  adhered 
to  an  area  of  the  rear  surface.  A  further  area  (12)  of  the 
rear  surface  is  adherable  to  an  object,  and  at  least  a  part 
of  the  front  portion  (6)  to  which  the  backing  (10)  is  at- 
tached  can  be  detached  from  an  object  to  which  the  label 
has  been  applied.  The  label  carries  information  on  the 
rear  (14)  of  the  backing  (10)  and  preferably  on  the  front 
(16)  of  the  front  portion  (6).  The  backing  (10)  is  formed 
by  severing  or  partially  severing  a  continuous  backing  sheet 
(4)  carrying  a  plurality  of  front  portions  (6). 



TECHNI'CAL  F I E L D  

T h i s   i n v e n t i o n   r e l a t e s   to   l a b e l s .  

BACKGROUND  ART 

Some  m a n u f a c t u r e r s   w i s h   to   h a v e   l a b e l s   a t t a c h e d  

to   t h e i r   p r o d u c t s ,   f o r   e x a m p l e  t o   a d v e r t i s e   s p e c i a l   o f f e r s  

a s s o c i a t e d   w i t h   t h e   p r o d u c t s .   I t   i s   o f t e n   p r e f e r r e d   t h a t  

t h e   l a b e l s   be  e a s i l y   d e t a c h a b l e   f rom  t h e   o b j e c t .   F o r  

e x a m p l e ,   t h e   m a n u f a c t u r e r   may  r e q u i r e   t h a t   t h e   p u r c h a s e r  

r e m o v e   t h e   l a b e l   f r o m   a  p r o d u c t   and  d e s p a t c h   t h i s   w h e n  

t a k i n g   a d v a n t a g e   of   an  o f f e r   as  p r o o f   t h a t   he  has   p u r c h a s e d  

t h e   p r o d u c t .  

The  l a b e l s   may  b e  i n i t i a l l y   p r o v i d e d   on  b a c k i n g  

s h e e t s ,   e a c h   b a c k i n g   s h e e t   c a r r y i n g   a  p l u r a l i t y   of  l a b e l s  

d e t a c h a b l y   and  a d h e s i v e l y   a t t a c h e d   t h e r e t o .   The  l a b e l s  

a r e   p e e l e d   o f f   t h e   b a c k i n g   s h e e t   b e f o r e   b e i n g   a p p l i e d   t o  

t h e   p r o d u c t s .   The  i n d i v i d u a l   l a b e l s   can  be  f o r m e d   in   s i t u  

on  t h e   b a c k i n g   s h e e t   by  s e v e r i n g   a  c o n t i n u o u s   f r o n t   s h e e t  

a d h e s i v e l y   a t t a c h e d   to   t h e   b a c k i n g   s h e e t .  

I t   ha s   a l s o   b e e n   p r o p o s e d   to   p r o v i d e ,   f o r  

d i f f e r e n t   p u r p o s e s ,   s e l f - a d h e s i v e   l a b e l s   h a v i n g   a  

p r o t e c t i v e   b a c k i n g   a t t a c h e d   to   p a r t   of  i t s   a d h e s i v e   r e a r  

s u r f a c e   ( s e e   f o r   e x a m p l e   B r i t i s h   P a t e n t   S p e c i f i c a t i o n s  



N o s . 1 , 1 1 2 , 6 8 6   and  1 , 1 5 6 , 0 8 4 ) .   The  p u r p o s e   of  t h e   b a c k i n g s  

has   b e e n   to   p r e v e n t   o b j e c t s   f rom  a d h e r i n g   t o   t h e   c o v e r e d  

p o r t i o n   of  t h e   r e a r   s u r f a c e   of  t h e   l a b e l .  

DISCLOSURE OF  INVENTION 

In  a c c o r d a n c e   w i t h   one  a s p e c t   of   t h e   i n v e n t i o n  

t h e r e   i s   p r o v i d e d   a  l a b e l   c o m p r i s i n g   a  f r o n t   p o r t i o n  

h a v i n g   an  a d h e s i v e   r e a r   s u r f a c e ,   and  a  b a c k i n g   h a v i n g   a  

f r o n t   s u r f a c e   a d h e s i v e l y   a t t a c h e d   to   an  a r e a   of   t h e   r e a r  

s u r f a c e   of   t h e   f r o n t   p o r t i o n ,   t h e r e b y   l e a v i n g   a  f u r t h e r  

a r e a   of   t h e   r e a r   s u r f a c e   of  s a i d   f r o n t   p o r t i o n   a d h e r a b l e  

t o   an  o b j e c t ,   c h a r a c t e r i s e d   in   t h a t  t h e   b a c k i n g   c a r r i e s  

i n f o r m a t i o n   on  i t s   r e a r   s u r f a c e   so  t h a t   t h e   i n f o r m a t i o n  

can  be  d e t e r m i n e d   by  d e t a c h i n g   f rom  t h e   o b j e c t   a t   l e a s t  

a  p a r t   of   t h e   f r o n t   p o r t i o n   to   w h i c h   t h e   b a c k i n g   i s   a t t a c h e d .  

The  i n v e n t i o n   a l s o   e x t e n d s   to   an  o b j e c t   c a r r y i n g  

s u c h   a  l a b e l ,   and  to   a  s h e e t   of  s u c h   l a b e l s .  

In  a c c o r d a n c e   w i t h   a n o t h e r   a s p e c t   of  t h e   i n v e n t i o n  

t h e r e   i s   p r o v i d e d   a  m e t h o d   of   f o r m i n g   a  s h e e t   of   l a b e l s  

in  w h i c h   a  b a c k i n g   s h e e t   f o r   c a r r y i n g   a  p l u r a l i t y   o f  

f r o n t   l a b e l   p o r t i o n s   h a v i n g   a d h e s i v e   r e a r   s u r f a c e s  

d e t a c h a b l y   and  a d h e s i v e l y   a t t a c h e d   to   t h e   f r o n t   s u r f a c e  

of  t h e   b a c k i n g   s h e e t   i s   s e v e r e d   or   p a r t i a l l y   s e v e r e d   t o  

d e f i n e   i n d i v i d u a l   b a c k i n g   s h e e t   p o r t i o n s ,   t h e   b a c k i n g  

s h e e t   b e i n g   s e v e r e d   or   p a r t i a l l y   s e v e r e d   in   s u c h   a  m a n n e r  

t h a t   t h e   r e a r   s u r f a c e   of  e a c h   f r o n t   p o r t i o n   has   an  a r e a  



to   w h i c h   a  b a c k i n g   p o r t i o n   i s   a t t a c h e d   and  a  f u r t h e r  

a r e a   by  w h i c h   a  l a b e l   f o r m e d   by  t h e   f r o n t   p o r t i o n   a n d  

t h e   b a c k i n g   p o r t i o n   can   be  a d h e r e d   t o   an  o b j e c t ,  

c h a r a c t e r i s e d   by  t h e  s t e p   of  p r i n t i n g ,   e i t h e r   b e f o r e   o r  

a f t e r   t h e   b a c k i n g   s h e e t   i s   s e v e r e d   or  p a r t i a l l y   s e v e r e d ,  

i n f o r m a t i o n   w h i c h   i s   c a r r i e d   on  t h e   r e a r   s u r f a c e s   of  t h e  

b a c k i n g   p o r t i o n s ,   so  t h a t   in   u s e   of   a  l a b e l   t h e  

i n f o r m a t i o n   c a r r i e d   by  t h e   b a c k i n g   p o r t i o n   can   be  d e t e r -  

m i n e d   by  d e t a c h i n g   f rom  an  o b j e c t   a t   l e a s t   a  p a r t   of  t h e  

f r o n t   p o r t i o n   t o   w h i c h  t h e   b a c k i n g   p o r t i o n   i s   a t t a c h e d .  

The  m e t h o d   p r e f e r a b l y   f u r t h e r   i n c l u d e s   t h e  

s t e p   of  s e v e r i n g   or   p a r t i a l l y   s e v e r i n g   a  f r o n t   s h e e t  

h a v i n g   an  a d h e s i v e   r e a r   s u r f a c e   d e t a c h a b l y   and  a d h e s i v e l y  

a t t a c h e d   to   t h e   f r o n t   s u r f a c e   of  t h e   b a c k i n g   s h e e t   t o  

d e f i n e   i n d i v i d u a l   f r o n t   l a b e l   p o r t i o n s .  

The  r e a r   s u r f a c e s   of  t h e   b a c k i n g   p o r t i o n s   o f  

t h e   l a b e l s   p r o v i d e   an  e x t r a   a r e a   f o r   c a r r y i n g   i n f o r m a t i o n ,  

f o r   e x a m p l e   r e l a t e d   to   s p e c i a l   o f f e r s .   T h i s   m e a n s   t h a t  

i t   i s   n o t   n e c e s s a r y   to   p r i n t   a l l   t h e   r e q u i r e d   i n f o r m a t i o n  

on  t h e   f r o n t   p o r t i o n   of  t h e   l a b e l ,   t h u s   a v o i d i n g   t h e   n e e d  

f o r   l a b e l s   w h i c h   a r e   u n d e s i r a b l y   l a r g e ,   a n d / o r   w h i c h   c a r r y  

u n d e s i r a b l y   s m a l l   p r i n t .   The  r e a r   s u r f a c e s   of   t h e  

b a c k i n g   p o r t i o n s   c o u l d   a l s o   be  u s e d   by  t h e   p u r c h a s e r ,  

f o r   e x a m p l e   f o r   w r i t i n g   t h e r e o n   h i s   name  and  a d d r e s s   w h e n  

d e s p a t c h i n g   t h e   l a b e l   to   t a k e   a d v a n t a g e   of  an  o f f e r .  



A n o t h e r   a d v a n t a g e   a r i s e s   f r o m   t h e   f a c t   t h a t  

t h e   r e a r   s u r f a c e   of   t h e   b a c k i n g   s h e e t   i s   n o t   v i s i b l e  

u n t i l   t h e   l a b e l   i s   r e m o v e d   f r o m   t h e   o b j e c t .   T h i s   i s  

p a r t i c u l a r l y   u s e f u l   when  a  m a n u f a c t u r e r   p r o v i d e s   o f f e r s  

w h i c h   a r e   c o n d i t i o n a l   upon   a  p u r c h a s e r   b u y i n g   a  p r o d u c t  

c a r r y i n g   a  l a b e l   h a v i n g   p r i n t e d   t h e r e o n   c e r t a i n   i n f o r m -  

a t i o n ,   e . g .   a  p a r t i c u l a r   s y m b o l .   The  l a b e l s   can  b e  

p r o v i d e d   w i t h   d i f f e r e n t   s y m b o l s   p r i n t e d   on  t h e   r e a r  

s u r f a c e s   of   t h e   b a c k i n g   p o r t i o n s ,   so  t h a t   a  p u r c h a s e r  

m u s t   buy   a  p r o d u c t   and  d e t a c h   t h e   l a b e l   b e f o r e   he  c a n  

d e t e r m i n e   w h i c h   s y m b o l   i s   p r i n t e d   t h e r e o n .  

The  r e a r   s u r f a c e   of  t h e   f r o n t   p o r t i o n   i s  

p r e f e r a b l y   c o a t e d   w i t h   an  a d h e s i v e ,   e<g .   of  a  n o n - d r y i n g  

t y p e ,   w h i c h   w i l l   p e r m i t   d e t a c h m e n t   of  t h e   l a b e l   f rom  t h e  

o b j e c t .   Such  a d h e s i v e s   a r e   w e l l   known  in  t h e   a r t .   H o w e v e r ,  

i t   i s   p o s s i b l e   t o   u s e   i n s t e a d   a  p e r m a n e n t   a d h e s i v e ;   i n  

t h i s   c a s e ,   a  p a r t   of   t h e   f r o n t   p o r t i o n   i s   p a r t i a l l y   o r  

c o m p l e t e l y   s e v e r e d   f rom  t h e   r e s t ,   t h e   b a c k i n g   b e i n g  

a t t a c h e d   to   t h i s   p a r t .   T h i s   w i l l   p e r m i t   t h e   p a r t   to   b e  

r e m o v e d   f r o m   t h e   o b j e c t ,   l e a v i n g   t h e   r e s t   of  t h e   f r o n t  

p o r t i o n   a t t a c h e d   t h e r e t o .  

In  t h e   p r e f e r r e d   e m b o d i m e n t ,   t h e   b a c k i n g   p o r t i o n s  

a r e   c o m p l e t e l y   s e v e r e d   f rom  t h e   b a c k i n g   s h e e t .   H o w e v e r ,  

t h e y   can   i n s t e a d   be  p a r t i a l l y   s e v e r e d   f r o m   t h e   b a c k i n g  

s h e e t ,   e . g .   by  p e r f o r a t i n g   t h e   b a c k i n g   s h e e t   or   b y  



c u t t i n g   p a r t - w a y   t h r o u g h  t h e   t h i c k n e s s   of   t h e   b a c k i n g  

s h e e t .  

BRIEF  DESCRTPTTON  OF  D R A W I N G S  

A r r a n g e m e n t s   e m b o d y i n g   t h e  i n v e n t i o n   w i l l   n o w  

be  d e s c r i b e d   by  way  of   e x a m p l e   w i t h   r e f e r e n c e   to   t h e  

a c c o m p a n y i n g   d r a w i n g s ,   in   w h i c h :  

F i g u r e   1  shows   p a r t   of  a  s h e e t   of  l a b e l s   i n  

a c c o r d a n c e   w i t h   t h e  i n v e n t i o n ,   w i t h   one  of   t h e   l a b e l s  

d e t a c h e d   f rom  t h e   s h e e t ,   a n d  

F i g u r e   2  s h o w s  a   d i f f e r e n t   e m b o d i m e n t   of   a  

l a b e l   in   a c c o r d a n c e   w i t h   t h e   i n v e n t i o n .  

DETAILED  DESCRIPTION  OF  PREFERRED  EMBODIMENTS 

R e f e r r i n g   t o   F i g u r e   1,  a  s h e e t   2  of  l a b e l s   c o m p r i s e s  

a  b a c k i n g   s h e e t ,   p a r t   of  w h i c h   i s   i n d i c a t e d   a t   4,  f o r m i n g  

a  s t r i p   w h i c h   i s   wound   to   fo rm  a  r e e l .   The  b a c k i n g   s h e e t  

n e e d   n o t   be  in  t h e   f o r m   of   a  s t r i p ,   and  c o u l d   a l t e r n a t i v e l y  

s i m p l y   be  a  f l a t   s h e e t .  

A  p l u r a l i t y   of   f r o n t   l a b e l   p o r t i o n s   6  a r e  

a t t a c h e d   by  t h e i r   r e a r   s u r f a c e s   to   t h e   f r o n t   s u r f a c e   8 

of  t h e   b a c k i n g   s h e e t   4.  The  r e a r   s u r f a c e s   of  t h e   f r o n t  

l a b e l   p o r t i o n s   6  a r e   c o a t e d   w i t h   an  a d h e s i v e   of  a  t y p e  

w h i c h   p e r m i t s   t h e   p o r t i o n s   6  t o   be  r e a d i l y   a t t a c h e d   t o  

and  d e t a c h e d   f rom  o b j e c t s .   The  f r o n t   s u r f a c e   8  of  t h e  

b a c k i n g   s h e e t   4  i s   c o a t e d   w i t h   a  m a t e r i a l   w h i c h   f a c i l i t a t e s  

t h e   d e t a c h m e n t   of  t h e   f r o n t   l a b e l   p o r t i o n s   6  t h e r e f r o m .  



The  f r o n t   l a b e l   p o r t i o n s   6  h a v e   b e e n   f o r m e d   f r o m  

a  c o n t i n u o u s   s h e e t   a t t a c h e d   by  i t s   r e a r   s u r f a c e   to   t h e  

b a c k i n g   s h e e t   4.  The  c o n t i n u o u s   s h e e t   h a s   b e e n   s e v e r e d  

by  d i e - c u t t i n g   to   d e f i n e   t h e  f r o n t   l a b e l   p o r t i o n s   6 .  

The  r e m a i n d e r   of  t h e   s h e e t   may  t h e n   be  r e m o v e d   f r o m  

t h e   b a c k i n g   s h e e t   4,  a l t h o u g h   t h i s   i s   n o t   e s s e n t i a l .   T h e  

c o n t i n u o u s   f r o n t   s h e e t   c o u l d   i n s t e a d   be  p a r t i a l l y   s e v e r e d ,  

e . g .   by  p e r f o r a t i n g   or   c u t t i n g   p a r t - w a y   t h r o u g h   t h e  

s h e e t ,   to   d e f i n e   t h e   f r o n t   p o r t i o n s   6,  e a c h   f r o n t   p o r t i o n  

6  b e i n g   c o m p l e t e l y   s e v e r e d   f rom  t h e   r e m a i n d e r   of   t h e  

f r o n t   s h e e t   when  e i t h e r   t h e   r e m a i n d e r   or   t h e   f r o n t   p o r t i o n  

i s   r e m o v e d   f rom  t h e   b a c k i n g   s h e e t   4 .  

The  b a c k i n g   s h e e t   4  i s   s e v e r e d   by  d i e - c u t t i n g  

to   f o r m   i n d i v i d u a l   b a c k i n g   p o r t i o n s   10.   E a c h   b a c k i n g  

p o r t i o n   10  i s   a t t a c h e d   by  t h e   w h o l e   of   i t s   f r o n t   s u r f a c e  

to   a  c e n t r a l   a r e a   of  t h e   r e a r   s u r f a c e   of  a  r e s p e c t i v e   f r o n t  

l a b e l   p o r t i o n   6.  Each   f r o n t   p o r t i o n   6  and  a t t a c h e d   b a c k i n g  

p o r t i o n   10  f o r m s   a  l a b e l .  

In  t h e   d r a w i n g ,   one  of   t h e   l a b e l s   i s   shown  r e m o v e d  

f r o m   t h e   b a c k i n g   s h e e t   4  and   t u r n e d   o v e r   w i t h   r e s p e c t   t o  

t h e   o t h e r   l a b e l s   on  t h e   b a c k i n g   s h e e t .   In  p e e l i n g   o f f  

t h e   f r o n t   l a b e l   p o r t i o n   6,  t h e   s e v e r e d   b a c k i n g   p o r t i o n   10 

i s   a l s o   r e m o v e d   f rom  t h e   r e m a i n i n g   p o r t i o n   of  t h e   b a c k i n g  

s h e e t   4.  I t   w i l l   be  o b s e r v e d   t h a t   t h e   r e a r   s u r f a c e   o f  

e a c h   f r o n t   l a b e l   p o r t i o n   6  h a s   an  a r e a   12  w h i c h   s u r r o u n d s  



t h e   c e n t r a l   p a r t   of  t h e   r e a r   s u r f a c e   to   w h i c h   t h e   b a c k i n g  

p o r t i o n   10  i s   a t t a c h e d .   T h i s   a r e a   1 2  s e r v e s   to   h o l d   t h e  

f r o n t   l a b e l   p o r t i o n s   6  on  t h e   b a c k i n g   s h e e t   4  u n t i l   t h e y  

a r e   p e e l e d   o f f   f o r   u s e ,   and  to   a t t a c h  t h e   l a b e l   t o  

an  o b j e c t .  

I n f o r m a t i o n   ( n o t   shown)   i s   p r i n t e d   on  t h e   r e a r  

s u r f a c e   14  of   e a c h   b a c k i n g   p o r t i o n   10.  T h i s   i n f o r m a t i o n  

can   be  d e t e r m i n e d   by  r e m o v i n g   t h e   l a b e l   f r o m   t h e   o b j e c t .  

A d d i t i o n a l l y ,   i n f o r m a t i o n   i s   p r i n t e d   on  t h e   f r o n t  

s u r f a c e s   16  of  t h e   f r o n t   l a b e l   p o r t i o n s   6,  t h i s   i n f o r m a t i o n  

b e i n g   v i s i b l e   when  t h e   l a b e l   i s   a t t a c h e d   to   t h e   o b j e c t .  

The  s e v e r i n g   or   p a r t i a l   s e v e r i n g   to   f o r m   t h e  

f r o n t   l a b e l   p o r t i o n s   6,  t h e   s e v e r i n g   or   p a r t i a l   s e v e r i n g  

to   f o r m   t h e   b a c k i n g   p o r t i o n s   10,   t h e   p r i n t i n g   on  t h e   r e a r  

s u r f a c e s   of  t h e   b a c k i n g   p o r t i o n s   10,   and  t h e   p r i n t i n g   o n  

t h e   f r o n t   s u r f a c e s   of  t h e   f r o n t   p o r t i o n s   6,  can   be  done   i n  

any  d e s i r e d   o r d e r .  

The  e m b o d i m e n t   d e s c r i b e d   a b o v e   i n v o l v e s   l a b e l s  

w h i c h   a r e   a t t a c h e d   to   o b j e c t s   by  an  a d h e s i v e   of  t h e   t y p e  

p e r m i t t i n g   t h e   l a b e l s   to   be  r e a d i l y   r e m o v e d .   H o w e v e r ,  

t h i s   i s   n o t   e s s e n t i a l ,   and  any  fo rm  of  s e l f - a d h e s i v e  

can  be  u s e d .   F i g u r e   2  shows  an  e m b o d i m e n t   in   w h i c h   a  

p e r m a n e n t   a d h e s i v e   i s   u s e d .  

In  t h i s   e m b o d i m e n t ,  a   f r o n t   l a b e l   p o r t i o n   20  h a s  

a  r e a r   s u r f a c e   c o a t e d   w i t h   a  p e r m a n e n t   a d h e s i v e   a n d  



a t t a c h e d   to   t h e   f r o n t   s u r f a c e   of   a  b a c k i n g   s h e e t ,   p a r t  

of   w h i c h   i s   i n d i c a t e d   a t   22.   The  b a c k i n g   s h e e t   22  i s  

s e v e r e d   to   d e f i n e   an  i n d i v i d u a l   b a c k i n g   p o r t i o n   24  a t t a c h e d  

to   a  c e n t r a l   a r e a   of   t h e   r e a r   s u r f a c e   of   t h e   f r o n t   p o r t i o n  

2 0 .  

Two  l i n e s   of  p e r f o r a t i o n s ,   26  and  28,   w h i c h   e x t e n d  

t h r o u g h   b o t h   t h e   f r o n t   p o r t i o n   and  t h e   b a c k i n g   s h e e t ,  

d i v i d e   t h e   f r o n t   p o r t i o n   i n t o   a  c e n t r a l   p a r t   30  and  t w o  

end   p a r t s   32  and  3 4 .  

When  t h e   f r o n t   p o r t i o n   i s   r e m o v e d   f r o m   t h e  

b a c k i n g   s h e e t ,   t h e   i n d i v i d u a l   b a c k i n g   p o r t i o n   24  r e m a i n s  

a t t a c h e d   t o  t h e   f r o n t   p o r t i o n .   The  l a b e l   i s   t h e n   a t t a c h e d  

to   an  o b j e c t   by  t h e   p e r m a n e n t   a d h e s i v e   on  t h e   r e a r  

s u r f a c e s   of  t h e   end   p a r t s   32  and  34  of   t h e   f r o n t   p o r t i o n .  

A  u s e r   may  t h e n   r e m o v e   t h e   c e n t r a l   p a r t   30  of   t h e   f r o n t  

p o r t i o n ,   t o g e t h e r   w i t h   t h e   b a c k i n g   p o r t i o n   24,  by  t e a r i n g  

a l o n g   t h e   p e r f o r a t i o n s   26  and  28  in   t h e   f r o n t   p o r t i o n .  

The  u s e r   i s   t h u s   a b l e   t o   r e a d   i n f o r m a t i o n   p r i n t e d   on  t h e  

r e a r   s u r f a c e   of   t h e   b a c k i n g   p o r t i o n   2 4 .  

I t   i s   n o t   e s s e n t i a l   f o r   t h e   p e r f o r a t i o n s   26  a n d  

28  to   e x t e n d   t h r o u g h   t h e   b a c k i n g   s h e e t .   H o w e v e r ,   i f  

d e s i r e d ,   i t   i s   p o s s i b l e   to   e l i m i n a t e   t h e   s e p a r a t e  

s e v e r i n g   or   p a r t i a l   s e v e r i n g   to   d e f i n e   t h e   b a c k i n g   p o r t i o n  

24 ,   and  i n s t e a d   u s e   a  s i n g l e   s e t   of  p e r f o r a t i o n s   e x t e n d i n g  

t h r o u g h   b o t h  t h e   f r o n t  p o r t i o n   and  t h e   b a c k i n g   s h e e t   t o  



d e f i n e   b o t h   t h e   b a c k i n g   p o r t i o n   24  and  t h e   c e n t r a l   p a r t  

30  of   t h e   f r o n t   p o r t i o n   to   b e  d e t a c h e d   f rom  t h e   o b j e c t .  

In  t h e   e m b o d i m e n t   of   F i g u r e   2,  t h e   p a r t   30 

of  t h e   f r o n t   p o r t i o n   and  t h e   b a c k i n g   p o r t i o n   24  c o r r e s p o n d  

in  s h a p e   and  s i z e .   H o w e v e r ,   t h i s   i s   n o t   e s s e n t i a l .  

F u r t h e r m o r e ,   i t   i s   a l s o   p o s s i b l e   c o m p l e t e l y   to   s e v e r   t h e  

p a r t   30  of  t h e   f r o n t   p o r t i o n   f rom  t h e   r e s t   of  t h e   f r o n t  

p o r t i o n .  

For   e x a m p l e ,   t h e   b a c k i n g   24  may  e x t e n d   b e y o n d  

t h e   e d g e s   of  t h e   c o m p l e t e l y   s e v e r e d   p a r t   30  of  t h e  

f r o n t   p o r t i o n ,   so  t h a t   t h e   b a c k i n g   s e r v e s   to   h o l d   t h e  

p a r t s   30,   32  and  34  t o g e t h e r .   A  p a r t   of  t h e   b a c k i n g  

a t t a c h e d   to   t h e   c e n t r a l   a r e a   of  t h e   p a r t   30  can  b e  

p a r t i a l l y   s e v e r e d   f rom  t h e   r e s t   of  t h e   b a c k i n g ,   so  t h a t  

when  t h e   p a r t   30  i s   r e m o v e d   f rom  t h e   o b j e c t   t h e   p a r t i a l l y  

s e v e r e d   p a r t   of  t h e   b a c k i n g   i s   a l s o   r e m o v e d .  

The  t e r m   " p e r m a n e n t "   a d h e s i v e   r e f e r s   to   a n  

a d h e s i v e   o f  a   t y p e   w h i c h   w i l l   n o t   p e r m i t   r e a d y   d e t a c h m e n t  

of  t h e   l a b e l   f rom  an  o b j e c t   ( e . g .   a  s o l u b l e   a d h e s i v e ) .  

In  f a c t   t h e   a d h e s i v e   w i l l   n o t   p r e v e n t   d e t a c h m e n t   of  t h e  

l a b e l   f rom  a  b a c k i n g   s h e e t ,   as  t h e   l a t t e r   has   a  s p e c i a l  

c o a t i n g   w h i c h   i s   w e l l   known  in   t h e   a r t ,   w h i c h   w i l l   f a c i l i t a t e  

s u c h   d e t a c h m e n t .  



1.  A  l a b e l   c o m p r i s i n g   a  f r o n t   p o r t i o n   (6)  h a v i n g  

an  a d h e s i v e   r e a r   s u r f a c e ,   and  a  b a c k i n g   (10)  h a v i n g   a  

f r o n t   s u r f a c e   a d h e s i v e l y   a t t a c h e d   to   an  a r e a   of  t h e   r e a r  

s u r f a c e   of   t h e   f r o n t   p o r t i o n   ( 6 ) ,   t h e r e b y   l e a v i n g   a  

f u r t h e r   a r e a   (12)  of  t h e   r e a r   s u r f a c e   of   s a i d   f r o n t   p o r t i o n  

(6)  a d h e r a b l e   to   an  o b j e c t ,   c h a r a c t e r i s e d   in   t h a t   t h e  

b a c k i n g   (10)  c a r r i e s   i n f o r m a t i o n   on  i t s   r e a r   s u r f a c e   ( 1 4 )  

so  t h a t   t h e   i n f o r m a t i o n   can   be  d e t e r m i n e d   by  d e t a c h i n g  

f rom  t h e   o b j e c t   a t   l e a s t   a  p a r t   of   t h e   f r o n t   p o r t i o n   ( 6 )  

to   w h i c h   t h e   b a c k i n g   (10)  i s   a t t a c h e d .  

2.  A  l a b e l   as  c l a i m e d   in   c l a i m   1,  w h e r e i n   t h e  

r e a r   s u r f a c e   of  t h e   f r o n t   p o r t i o n   (6)  c a r r i e s   an  a d h e s i v e  

of  a  t y p e   p e r m i t t i n g   d e t a c h m e n t   of  s a i d   f u r t h e r   a r e a   ( 1 2 )  

f rom  s a i d   o b j e c t .  

3.  A  l a b e l   as  c l a i m e d   in   c l a i m   1,  w h e r e i n   t h e  

f r o n t   p o r t i o n   i s   s e v e r e d   or   p a r t i a l l y   s e v e r e d   to   p e r m i t  

d e t a c h m e n t   o f   s a i d   p a r t   of   t h e   f r o n t   p o r t i o n .  

4.  A  l a b e l   as  c l a i m e d   in   c l a i m   3,  w h e r e i n   t h e  

r e a r   s u r f a c e   of  t h e   f r o n t   p o r t i o n   c a r r i e s   a  p e r m a n e n t  

a d h e s i v e .  



5.  A  l a b e l   as  c l a i m e d   in   any  p r e c e d i n g   c l a i m ,  

w h e r e i n   s a i d   f u r t h e r   a r e a   (12)  s u r r o u n d s   t h e   a r e a   t o  

w h i c h   t h e   f r o n t   s u r f a c e   of  t h e   b a c k i n g   (10)  i s   a t t a c h e d .  

6.  A  l a b e l   as  c l a i m e d   in   any  p r e c e d i n g   c l a i m ,  

in  w h i c h   t h e   f r o n t   p o r t i o n   (6)  c a r r i e s   i n f o r m a t i o n   on  a  

f r o n t   s u r f a c e   (16)  t h e r e o f .  

7.  An  o b j e c t   c a r r y i n g   a  l a b e l   as  c l a i m e d   in   a n y  

p r e c e d i n g   c l a i m ,   s a i d   f u r t h e r   a r e a   (12)  of  t h e   r e a r   s u r f a c e  

of  t h e   f r o n t   p o r t i o n   (6)  of   t h e   l a b e l   b e i n g   a d h e r e d   to   t h e  

o b j e c t ,   and  a t   l e a s t   s a i d   p a r t   of  t h e   f r o n t   p o r t i o n   ( 6 )  

b e i n g   d e t a c h a b l e   f rom  t h e   o b j e c t .  

8.  A  s h e e t   of  l a b e l s ,   e a c h   as  c l a i m e d   in   a n y  

one  of  c l a i m s   1  to   6,  t h e   s h e e t   (2 )   h a v i n g  a   c o m m o n  b a c k i n g  

s h e e t   (4)  w h i c h   has   b e e n   s e v e r e d ,   or  p a r t i a l l y   s e v e r e d ,  

to   d e f i n e   i n d i v i d u a l   b a c k i n g s   (10)  a t t a c h e d   to   t h e   r e a r  

s u r f a c e s   of  t h e   f r o n t   p o r t i o n s   ( 6 ) .  

9.  A  s h e e t   of  l a b e l s   as  c l a i m e d   in   c l a i m   8,  w h e r e i n  

t h e   f r o n t   p o r t i o n s   (6)  h a v e   b e e n   f o r m e d   by  s e v e r i n g   o r  

p a r t i a l l y - s e v e r i n g   a  c o n t i n u o u s   s h e e t   a t t a c h e d   by  i t s   r e a r  

s u r f a c e   to   t h e   f r o n t   s u r f a c e   of  s a i d   b a c k i n g   s h e e t   ( 4 ) .  



10.  A  s h e e t   of   l a b e l s   as  c l a i m e d   in   c l a i m   8 

or   9,  t h e   s h e e t   (2)  of   l a b e l s   c o m p r i s i n g   an  e l o n g a t e  

s t r i p   wound  to   f o r m   a  r e e l .  

11.  A  m e t h o d   of  f o r m i n g   a  s h e e t   of  l a b e l s   i n  

w h i c h   a  b a c k i n g   s h e e t   (4)  f o r   c a r r y i n g   a  p l u r a l i t y   o f  

f r o n t   l a b e l   p o r t i o n s   (6)  h a v i n g   a d h e s i v e   r e a r   s u r f a c e s  

d e t a c h a b l y   and  a d h e s i v e l y   a t t a c h e d   to   t h e   f r o n t   s u r f a c e  

of  t h e   b a c k i n g   s h e e t   (4)  i s   s e v e r e d   or   p a r t i a l l y   s e v e r e d  

to   d e f i n e   i n d i v i d u a l   b a c k i n g   s h e e t   p o r t i o n s   ( 1 0 ) ,   t h e  

b a c k i n g   s h e e t   (4)  b e i n g   s e v e r e d   or   p a r t i a l l y   s e v e r e d   i n  

s u c h   a  m a n n e r   t h a t   t h e   r e a r   s u r f a c e   of   e a c h   f r o n t   p o r t i o n  

(6)  has   an  a r e a   to   w h i c h   a  b a c k i n g   p o r t i o n   (10)  i s   a t t a c h e d  

and  a  f u r t h e r   a r e a   (12)  by  w h i c h   a  l a b e l   f o r m e d   by  t h e  

f r o n t   p o r t i o n   (6)  and  t h e   b a c k i n g   p o r t i o n   (10)  can  b e  

a d h e r e d   to   an  o b j e c t ,   c h a r a c t e r i s e d   by  t h e   s t e p   o f  

p r i n t i n g ,   e i t h e r   b e f o r e   or   a f t e r   t h e   b a c k i n g   s h e e t   ( 4 )  

i s   s e v e r e d   or  p a r t i a l l y   s e v e r e d ,   i n f o r m a t i o n   w h i c h   i s  

c a r r i e d   on  t h e   r e a r   s u r f a c e s   (14)  of  t h e   b a c k i n g   p o r t i o n s  

( 1 0 ) ,   so  t h a t   in   u se   of  a  l a b e l   t h e   i n f o r m a t i o n   c a r r i e d  

by  t h e   b a c k i n g   p o r t i o n   (10)  can   be  d e t e r m i n e d   by  d e t a c h i n g  

f r o m   an  o b j e c t   a t   l e a s t   a  p a r t   of  t h e   f r o n t   p o r t i o n   ( 6 )  

to   w h i c h   t h e   b a c k i n g   p o r t i o n   (10)  i s   a t t a c h e d .  



12.  A  m e t h o d   as  c l a i m e d   in   c l a i m   11,  f u r t h e r  

c o m p r i s i n g   t h e   s t e p   of  s e v e r i n g   or  p a r t i a l l y   s e v e r i n g  

a  c o n t i n u o u s   f r o n t   s h e e t   h a v i n g   an  a d h e s i v e   r e a r   s u r f a c e  

d e t a c h a b l y   and  a d h e s i v e l y   a t t a c h e d   to   t h e   f r o n t   s u r f a c e  

of   t h e   b a c k i n g   s h e e t   (4)  to   d e f i n e   s a i d   f r o n t   l a b e l  

p o r t i o n s   ( 6 ) .  

13.  A  m e t h o d   as  c l a i m e d   in   c l a i m   11  or   1 2 ,  

in   w h i c h   t h e   b a c k i n g   s h e e t   (4)  i s   s e v e r e d   in   s u c h   a  

m a n n e r   t h a t   s a i d   f u r t h e r   a r e a   (12)  of  t h e   r e a r   s u r f a c e  

of  e a c h   f r o n t   p o r t i o n   (6)  s u r r o u n d s   t h e   a r e a   to   w h i c h   t h e  

b a c k i n g   p o r t i o n   (10)  is   a t t a c h e d .  

14.  A  m e t h o d   as  c l a i m e d   in   a n y  o n e   of  c l a i m s  

11  to   13,  f u r t h e r   i n c l u d i n g   t h e   s t e p   of  p r i n t i n g  

i n f o r m a t i o n   on  t h e   f r o n t   s u r f a c e   (16)  of   e a c h   f r o n t   p o r t i o n  

( 6 ) .  

15.  A  m e t h o d   as  c l a i m e d   in   a n y  o n e   of  c l a i m s   11 

to   14,   f u r t h e r   c o m p r i s i n g   t h e   s t e p   of  s e v e r i n g   or  p a r t i a l l y  

s e v e r i n g   e a c h   f r o n t   p o r t i o n   to   p e r m i t   d e t a c h m e n t   of  s a i d  

p a r t   of   t h e   f r o n t   p o r t i o n .  
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