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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

This disclosure relates to a container cover member
adapted to be secured to the open end of a container
body by a folder-over peripheral flange of the container
body, the cover member being openable by the pulling
of a tab therecof relative to the cover member to define
an opening through the cover member with the open-
ing extending inwardly from the outer peripheral edge of

the cover member to a point beyond the inwardly folded *

cover-retaining flange of the container body where the
opening thereafter flares outwardly relative to the pull
tab to define a stepped opening through the cover mem-
ber which can be reclosed by the resulting opening flap
means of the cover member being disposed against the
stepped portion of the opening and being relocked in its
closed position by the tab being held in its closed position
by the cover holding flange of the container body.

e —— N W ————

This invention relates to an improved countainer con-
struction having improved opening means, as well as to
an improved part of such a container construction and a
blank performing such part or the like.

1t is well known that various container manufacturers
desire to provide a container construction in a simple
and effective manner to have an attractive opening means
for readily permitting product dispensing and which will,
thereafter, effectively reclose the container construc-
tion for subsequent storing of the remaining product
means.

Accordingly, it is a feature of this invention to pro-
vide such a container consiruction wherein the open-
ing means is substantially pilfer-proof and which can be
readily reclosed in a simple and effective manner to pro-
tect the remaining product means therein.

In particular, this invention provides a cover mem-
ber for an open ended receptacle with the cover member
being held in place by a peripheral annular flange of the
receptacle and having opening means which provide a
stepped opening through the cover member with the
opened part of the cover member providing a stepped
plug means for reclosing the stepped opening in a simple
and effecfive manner.

In addition, another feature of this invention is to
utilize the peripheral cover holding fiange.of the recep-
tacle means to relock the opened part of the cover
member in a closed position thereof.

Accordingly, it is an object of this invention to pro-
vide an improved container construction having one
or more of the novel features set forth above or herein-
after shown or described.

Another object of this invention is to provide an im-
proved part for such a container conmstruction or the
like.

A further object of this invention is to provide an im-
proved blank for forming such a part of the container
construction of this invention.

Other objects, uses and advantages of this invention
are apparent from a reading of this description which
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proceeds with reference to the accompanying drawings
forming a part thereof and wherein:

FIGURE 1 is a top perspective view of the improved
container construction of this invention.

FIGURE 2 is an enlarged, cross-sectional view taken
substantially on line 2—2 of FIGURE 1.

FIGURE 3 is an exploded perspective view illustrating
the various parts of the container construction of FIG-
URE 1.

FIGURE 4 is a fragmentary, top perspective view
illustrating one of the steps in initially opening the
container of FIGURE 1.

FIGURES 5 and 6 are respectively top perspective
views of the container construction of FIGURE 1 and
illustrate other steps in the opening of the container con-
struction of FIGURE 1.

FIGURE 7 is a plan view of the cover member blank
for the container construction of FIGURE 1.

FIGURE 8 is a fragmentary, cross-sectional view il-
lustrating one method of forming the cover member
blank of FIGURE 7.

While all of the various features of this invention
are hereinafter described and illustrated as being par-
ticularly adaptable for providing opening means in a

5 cover member of a container construction or the like, it

is to be understood that the various features of this in-
vention can be utilized singly or in any combination
thereof to provide opening means for other wall means
of a container construction or the like.

Therefore, this invention is not to be limited to only
the embodiment illustrated in the drawings, because the
drawings are merely utilized to illustrate one of the
large variety of uses of this invention.

Referring now to FIGURE 1, an improved container
construction of this invention is generally indicated by
the reference numeral 10 and comprises an open ended
receptacle means 11 having the upper open end 12 there-
of closed by an improved cover member 13 of this inven-
tion.

In particular, the receptacle 11 can comprise a sheet
of metallic foil, such as aluminum-containing metallic foil
or the like, suitably drawn to form a circular and flat
bottom wall means 14 integrally interconnected to a
substantially vertically extending and continuous side wall
means 15 terminating at the upper edge 16 thereof with
an outwardly directed, horizoatal and annular peripheral
flange 17. The flange 17 is integrally interconnected at
the outer edge 18 thereof to a substantially upstanding
continucus annular cover holding flange 19 utilized in a
manner hereinafter described.

The cover member 13 of this invention is a substan-
tially flat circular member having moisture impervious
material, such as aluminum-containing foil or the like,
covering the outer and inner surfaces 20 and 21 thereof.

The cover member 13 is assembled to the product filled
receptacle 11 by having the outer peripheral edge of the
cover member 13 disposed on the peripheral flange 17
of the receptacle 11 to completely cover the open end 12
thereof. Thereafter, the upstanding cover flange 19 of
the receptacle 11 is bent flat over the peripheral edge
of the cover member 13 in the manner illustrated in FIG-
URE 1 to securely hold the cover member 13 in its assem-
bled relationship with the receptacle 11.

If desired, the cover member 13 could be secured to
the horizontal flange 17 of the receptacle 11 by suitable
sealing means and the cover flange 19 could be secured
to the outer surface 20 of the cover member 13 by seal-
ing, whereby the cover member 13 would substantially
hermetically seal the product within the receptacle 11.

In any event, it can readily be seen that when the
under surface 21 of the cover member 13 is formed of
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moisture impervious material, the contents of the con-
tainer 11 will be completely surrounded by moisture bar-
rier material and when the exterior surface 20 of the
cover member 13 is formed of moisture impervious ma-
terial, the entire exterior surface of the container con-
struction 10 is formed of moisture impervious material.

The cover member 13 of this invention is formed
from a substantially flat blank 22 illustrated in FIG-
URE 7 and comprises a single layer of cardboard or the
like having the opposed sides thereof covered with metal-
lic foil. The blank 22 is suitably cut and scored to de-
fine a substantially circular structure 23 having an out-
wardly extending handle or grasping tab 24 foldable over
the circular portion 23 of the blank 22 at a fold line
25 for a purpose hereinafter described. )

The exterior side 20 of the blank 22 has a pair of die
cuts formed part of the way through the blank 22 and
having the terminal ends 27 thereof interconnected to-

gether by a score or fold line 28 for a purpose hereinafter -

described. The other terminal ends 29 of the die cuts 26 ex-
tend to the inner edges of the handle or tab 24 and extend
to the outer peripheral edge of the circular portion 23 of
_the blank 22.

The other side 21 of the blank 22 has a pair of die
cuts 30 passing part of the way therethrough and in-
wardly offset relative to the die cuts 26 in the other
side 20 of the blank 22 for a purpose hereinafter de-
scribed. One pair of terminal ends 31 of the die cuts 30
terminate at the same point as the terminal ends 27 of
the die cuts 30 and the other pair of terminal ends
32 of the die cuts 30 terminate at the same point as the
terminal ends 29 of the die cuts 26 for a purpose herein-
after described.

While the die cuts 26 and 30 can be partially formed
through the blank 22 in any suitable manner, one such
method is illustrated in FIGURE 8 and comprises an
apparatus 33 having a pair of relative removable die
members 34 and 35. The blank 22 is placed on the upper
flat surface 36 of the die member 35 and the die mem-
ber 34 is moved downwardly toward the die member
35 a predetermined distance wherein a cutting edge means
37 on the lower surface 38 of the die member 34 can
partially cut through the blank 22 to form the die cut
means 26 through the side 20 of the blank 22. Thereafter,
the blank 22 can be turned over on the die member 36
and a similar die means to the die means 34 can cut part-
ly through the side 21 of the blank 22 to form the die
cuts 30 in the manner previously described.

Alternately, the die mrembers 34 and 35 can be so
constructed and arranged that the die cuts 26 are formed
by the die member 34 while the die member 35 simulta-
neously forms the die cuts 30.

In addition, the die members 34 and 35 can form the
fold lines 25 and 28 at the same time that the die cuts 26
and 30 are being formed.

In any event, it can readily be seen from FIGURE 8
that the die cuts 26 merely extend into the medial por-
tion of the blank 22 while the die cuts 30 also extend in-
wardly to substantially the medial portion of the blank 22.

After the blank 22 has been die cut and scored in the
manner illustrated in FIGURE 7 and previously de-
scribed, the grasping tab or handle 24 of the blank 22
is folded back over the top side 20 of the blank 22 to
form the cover member 13 in the manner illustrated in
FIGURE 3, whereby the cover member 13 is adapted to
be disposed on the horizontal flange 17 of the filled recep-
tacle 11 and be held thereto by the bending of the cover
flange 19 flat against the side 20 of the cover member 13
in the manner illustrated in FIGURE 1. Thus, not only
does the cover holding flange 19 hold the cover member
13 to the filled receptacle 11, but also that portion 39 of
the cover flange 19 adjacent the handle or tab 24 holds
the tab 24 flat against the side 20 of the cover member
13 in an out of the way position for subsequent shipping,
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storing and merchandizing of the container construc-
tion 10.

When the ultimate consumer desires to open the con-
tainer construction 10 of this invention, the ultimate con-
sumer grasps the free portion of the tab 24 and pulls
outwardly and upwardly on the same to unfold the tab
24 as well as to unfold the portion 39 of the cover hold-
ing flange 19 of the receptacle 11 in the manner illus-
trated in FIGURE 4. Thereafter, the ultimate consumer
pulls upwardly and rearwardly on the pull tab 24 in the
manner illustrated in FIGURE 5, whereby -the cover
member 13 tears between adjacent die cuts 26 and 30 to
define a stepped opening 40 through the cover member
13 to provide access to the product means in the recep-
tacle 11.

As the opening 40 is being formed in the cover mem-
ber 13, it can be seen that the pull tab 24 pulls a flap
means 41 from the cover member 13 until the flap means
41 is separated from the cover member 13 to the position
illustrated in FIGURE 6 whereby the flap means 41 is
hinged to the remainder of the cover member 13 at the
hinge line 28.

Therefore, it can be seen that the ultimate consumer
can readily dispemse the desired quantity of product
means from the receptacle 11 out through the opening
40 thereof in a simple and effective maunner.

When the ultimate consumer desires to reclose the
opened container construction 10, the ultimate consumer
folds the flap means 41 back over the opening 40 in the
cover member 13.

When the flap means 41 of the cover member 13 is
being formed therefrom by tearing through the cardboard
material of the cover member 13 between the adjacent
die cuts 26 and 30, it can be seen that the flap means 41
has an outer portion 42 outwardly offset relative to an
inward portion 43 thereof whereby the outer portion 42
defines peripheral shoulder means 44 substantially sur-
rounding the inner portion 43 of the flap means 41. Sim-
ilarly, the remaining portion of the cover member 13 has
the stepped opening 40 thereof defined by an inner por-
tion 45 inwardly offset relative to an outer portion 46
of the opening 40, the outer portion 46 and the inner
portion 45 of the opening 40 being defined by a formed
shoulder means 47.

Thus, when the opened flap means 41 of the cover
member 13 of the container conmstruction 10 of this in-
vention is reclosed, the inner plug portion 43 of the flap
means 41 is reinserted into the lower portion 45 of the
opening 40 while the outer portion 44 of the flap means
41 is inserted in the outer portion 46 of the stepped open-
ing 40. In this manner, the shoulder 44 of the flap means
41 rests on the shoulder 46 of the remaining part of the
cover member 13 to prevent the flap means 41 from being
pushed into the container construction 10.

When the flap means 41 is completely closed over the
stepped opening 40 in the cover member 13, the handle
24 is again folded over the cover member 13 in the man-
ner illustrated in FIGURE 1 and the portion 39 of the
cover holding flange 19 of the receptacle 11 is again bent
over the folded tab 24 to hold the same in the position
illustrated in FIGURE 1, as well as to lock the flap means
41 in its reclosed position.

Thus, it can be seen that the cover holding flange 19
of the receptacle 11 is not only adapted to hold the cover
member 13 in place on the receptacle 11, but also the
cover holding flange 19 is adapted to have the portion
39 thereof hold the grasping tab 24 of the cover mem-
ber 13 flat against the side 20 thereof for shipping and
storing purposes of the container construction 10. There-
after, the portion 39 of the cover holding flange 19 is
readily adapted to lock the opened flap means 41 of the
cover member 13 in its reclosed position during subse-
quent storing of the remaining product means in the
opened container construction 10.

Further, it can be seen that the cover member 13 of
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this invention is adapted to be formed from a single
member while readily permitting the flap means 41 there-
of to provide a stepped opening through the cover mem-
ber 13, as well as a stepped flap means to reclose that
stepped opening 48 in such a manner that the flap means
41 cannot be pushed into the interior of the receptacle 11
below the horizontal flange 17 thereof.

Since the cover member 13 of the container construc-
tion 10 of this invention tears at the flap means 41 thereof
when opened, any tampering with the opening means
of the container construction 10 will be readily noticed
by an ultimate consumer so that the container construc-
tion 10 of this invention is substantially pilfer-proof.

Accordingly, it can be seen that this invention not
only provides an improved container construction hav-
ing improved opening means, but also, this invention pro-
vides an improved cover member for such a container
construction or the like.

While the form of the invention now preferred has
been disclosed as required by statute, other forms may
be used, all coming within the scope of the claimed
subject matter which follows.

‘What is claimed is:

1. In combination, an open ended receptacle having
a peripheral and horizontal flange surrounding the open
end thereof and a cover-holding flange interconnected
to the outer end of said peripheral flange, and a cover
member disposed on said peripheral flange to close said
receptacle and being held to said receptacle by said
cover flange being folded over said cover member, said
cover member being a one-piece structure having open-
able flap means for providing a stepped opening through
said cover member so that said flap means can reclose
said opening, said cover member having an outer periph-
eral edge and having a grasping tab extending outwardly
from said peripheral edge, said tab when pulled relative
to said cover member defining said opening from said
outer peripheral edge inwardly to a point beyond said
folded cover flange of a width substantially the same as
said tab, said opening having the opposed sides thereof
diverging away from each other from said point in direc-
tions away from said tab.

2. A combination as set forth in claim 1 wherein said
grasping tab is folded back upon itself at said peripheral
edge of said cover member and is held flat against said
cover member by said cover-holding flange.

3. A combination as set forth in claim 1 wherein
said cover member has first cut means extending partly
through the outer side thereof and second cut means
extending partly through the inner side thereof and par-
tially offset inwardly from said first cut means whereby
said cut means define said openable flap means with a
stepped configuration when said flap means is torn be-
tween said cut means.

4. A combination as set forth in claim 3 wherein said
cut means terminate at a hinge line in said cover mem-
ber so that said flap means is hinged to said cover mem-
ber.

5. A combination as set forth in claim 3 wherein said
cut means terminate at each side of said tab.

6. A combination as set forth in claim 5 wherein
said tab is folded back upon itself at said outer peripheral
edge of said cover member and is held flat against said
cover member by said cover-holding flange.

7. A combination as set forth in claim 6 wherein
said cover-holding flange relocks said flap means in its
reclosed position by being refolded over said folded tab.

8. A combination as set forth in claim 6 wherein said
cover member is scored at said tab to facilitate folding
of said tab.

9. In combination, an open ended receptacle having
a peripheral and horizontal flange surrounding the open
end thereof and a cover-holding flange interconnected
to the outer end of said peripheral flange, and a cover
member disposed on said peripheral flange to close said
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receptacle and being held to said receptacle by said cover
flange being folded over said cover member, said cover
member having openable flap means for providing an
opening through said cover member, said flap means
having a grasping tab for facilitating opening of said
flap means, said tab being held against said cover mem-
ber by said cover flange, said cover member having an
outer peripheral edge and having said grasping tab ex-
tending outwardly from said peripheral edge, said tab
when pulled relative to said cover member defining said
opening from said outer peripheral edge inwardly to a
point beyond said folded cover flange of a width sub-
stantially the same as said tab, said opening having the
opposed sides thereof diverging away from each other
from said point in directions away from said tab.

10. A combination as set forth in claim 9 wherein
said tab is folded back upon itself at said peripheral edge
of said cover member and is held in its folded condi-
tion by said cover flange being folded over part of said
tab.

11. A wall means for a container or the like com-
prising a one-piece member having openable flap means
for providing a stepped opening through said wall means
so that said flap means can reclose said opening, said
wall means having an outer peripheral edge and having
a2 grasping tab extending outwardly from said peripheral
edge, said tab when pulled relative to said wall means
defining said opening from said outer peripheral edge
inwardly to a point beyond said outer peripheral edge
of a width substantially the same as said tab, said open-
ing having the opposed sides thereof diverging away from
each other from said point in directions away from said
tab. !

12. A wall means as set forth in claim 11 wherein
said grasping tab is foldable back upon itself at said
peripheral edge to be disposed flat against said wall
means.

13. A wall means as set forth in claim 11 wherein said
wall means has first cut means extending partly through
the outer side thereof and second cut means extending
partly through the inner side thereof and partially offset
inwardly from said first cut means whereby said cut means
define said openable flap means with a stepped configura-
tion when said flap means is torn between said cut means.

14. A wall means as set forth in claim 13 wherein said
cut means terminate at a hinge line in said wall means
so that said flap means is hinged to said wall means.

15. A wall means as set forth in claim 13 wherein said
cut means terminate at each side of said tab.

16. A wall means as set forth in claim 15 wherein said
tab is foldable back upon itself at said outer peripheral
edge of said wall means to be disposed flat against said
wall means.

17. A wall means as set forth in claim 16 wherein said
wall means is scored at said tab to facilitate folding of
said tab.

18. A wall means for a container or the like having
openable flap means for providing an opening through
said wall means, said flap means having a grasping tab for
facilitating opening of said flap means, said tab being fold-
able back upon itself to be disposed flat against said wall
means, said wall means having an outer peripheral edge
and having said grasping tab extending outwardly from
said peripheral edge, said tab when pulled relative to said
wall means defining said opening from said outer periph-
eral edge inwardly to a point beyond said peripheral edge
of a width substantially the same as said tab, said opening
having the opposed sides thereof diverging away from
each other from said point in directions away from said
tab.

19. In combination, an open ended receptacle having a
peripheral and horizontal flange surrounding the open end
thereof and a cover holding flange inter-connected to the
outer end of said peripheral flange, and a cover member
disposed on said peripheral flange to close said receptacle
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and being held to said receptacle by said cover flange
being folded over said cover member, said cover mem-
ber being a one-piece structure having openable flap
means for providing a stepped opening through said cover
member so that said flap means can reclose said opening,
said cover member having a first cut means extending
partly through the outer side thereof and second cut means
extending partly through the inner side thereof and par-
tially offset inwardly from said first cut means whereby
said cut means defines said openable flap means with a
stepped configuration when said flap means is formed be-
tween said cut means, said fiap means having a grasping
tab extending therefrom, said cut means terminating at
each side of said tab, said tab defining a slot leading from
the outer periphery of said cover member to said stepped
opening.

29, In combination, an open ended receptacle. having
a peripheral and horizontal flange surrounding the opened
end thereof and a cover holding flange interconnected to

the outer end of said peripheral flange, and a cover mem- ¢

ber -disposed on said peripheral flange to close said re-
ceptacle and being held to said receptacle by said cover
flange being folded over said cover member, said cover
member having gpenable flap means for providing an open-
ing through said' cover member, said flap means having
a grasping tab for facilitating opening of said flap means,
said tab being held against said cover member by said
cover flange, said tab being folded back upon itself and
being held in its folded condition by said cover flange
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being folded over part of said tab, said cover flange hav-’
ing a part thereof unfolded from over said tab to permit
opening of said flap means, said part of said cover flange
being refoldable over. said tab to reclose and hold said
flap means in its closed position. :

21. A wall means for a container or the like comprising
a one-piece member having openable flap means for pro-
viding a stepped opening through said wall means so that
said flap means can reclose said opening, said wall means
having first cut means extending partly through the outer
side thereof and second cut means extending partly
through the inner side thereof and partially offset inwardly
from said first cut means whereby said cut means defines
said openable. flap means with a stepped configuration
when said flap means_is_torn between said cut means, said
flap means having a grasping tab extending therefrom, said
cut means terminating at each side of said tab, said tab
defining a slot leading from the outer periphery of said
wall means to said stepped opening.
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