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£ QUICK CHANGE -

Ernest A, Buck, Meredith, N.Y.
Application November 24, 1958, Serial No. 775,917
17 Claims. (CL 211—1)

This invention relates to improvements in display - de-
vices and particularly concerns a device for displaying
jewelry ‘on counters and in windows in a more: conspicu-
ous and convenient manner. S

The invention provides a means for holding a piece of
velvet or similar fabric to provide a suitable display sur-
face for the articles of jewelry. . .

An important object of the invention is the provision
of a device of the type mentioned which is simple in con-
struction and effective in use for displaying articles of
jewelry. ‘

A further object is: to
display stand. . _

A still further object is to provide a frame structure
formed' of impressionable expanded polystyrene plastic
foam material, and a coacting block structure formed of
the same material adapted to fit frictionally in the frame
for securing a.coveting fabric thereon and for receiving
the article of jewelry in a recess impressed in the ‘block
by the article of jewelry. -

Another object: according to a modification of the
invention is to provide a jewelry display device having
a-frame structure of expanded foam polystyrene material
‘supporting a plurality of spaced blocks of similar mate-
rial covered with a fabric of contrasting color. :

It is a further object according to another modifica-
tion of the invention to provide a display device having
a frame structure of expanded foam polystyrene material
supporting a block of :similar material covered with a
fabric of contrasting color' and supporting a radially
extending shelf of similar material for displaying orna-
mental devices such as blossoms, twigs and-the like.

provide a ‘collapsible, jewelry
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For further comprehension of 'the invefition, and of -

the objects and advantages thereof; reference will be had
to the following description and -accompanying draw-
ings, ‘and to the appended. claims in which the various
‘novel features of the invention are more particularly set
‘forth. :

In the accompanying drawings forming a material part
-of -this disclosure: . e

Fig. 1 is a-top plan view of a display device embody-
ing one form of the invention, showing :a ring mounted
‘theéreon. : :

‘Fig. 2 is a sectional view taken online 2—2 of Fig. 1,

Fig. 3 is an exploded perspective view .of the several
components of the display device.
- ‘Fig. 4 is'a side elevational view of.a modified form of
‘the :invention, showing a ring on display.

Fig, 5 is'a top plan view of the form of Fig. 4.

Fig. 6 is a sectional view taken on line 6—6 of Fig. 5.

Fig. 7 is-a view similar to Fig. 1 of another modified
form of display device. -

.-Fig. 8.is a cross-sectional view taken on the plane of

the line 8—8 of Fig. 7.

Fig. 9 is a view similar to Fig. 1 of .still another
;modification of the invention.

-Fig. 10 is a cross-sectional view taken on the plane of

‘the line 10--10 of Fig. 9.
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“Fig. 11 is a view similar to Fig. 1-of a still -further
modification of the invention, '+ S
Fig. 12 is a cross-sectional view taken on the plane of
the line 1212 of Fig. 11. ' ’
Fig. 13 is'a top plan view of a display device embody-
ing yet another modified form of the invention and show-
ing ornamental elements supported thereon.
Fig. 14 is a view looking- from the top of Fig. 13.
“Fig. 15 is a-vertical sectional view taken on the plane
of the line 15--15 of Fig. 13. - ' o
“In Fig. 1 is shown a display device 10 embodying one
form of the invention including a generally rectangular
frame structure 12 formed with a rectangular opening 14
having straight flat sides 15.  The frame has beveled
edges formed on the straight ends 18, 19 and the straight
sides 20. 'The frame is formed of expanded polystyrene
plastic foam material. It may be snow white or pref-
erably pastel colored. It is light in weight and has out-
standing working properties. It is cellular in structure
and can easily be cut to the desired shape from flat sheets
or boards. The outer exposed surfaces are roughened
due to the cellular nature of the material. The frame is
formed and the inherent resiliency of the material is
such that the sides 20 are slightly flexible, S
A block 22-shown in Figs. 2 and 3, of expandéd poly-
styrene plastic foam material, is provided for coaction
with the frame structure 12. This block has a length
and width only slightly smaller than the length and width
of the opening 14. A rectangular piece of fabric 24,
preferably of velvet,: velour or other napped material
loosely covers the top and sides of the block 22. The
cover is of a color contrasting to the color of the frame
and preferably is black. The covered block is then in-
serted in the opening 14 t0 be engaged and held at any
desired level from the top surface of the frame becatise
of the frictional engagément of the inner surfaces of the
frame with the skirt 25 of fabric 24 which surrounds the
sides of the block. S
A ring 26 or other article of jewelry to be displayed
may be supported in an upright position on the covered
block 22 by exerting finger pressure on the article to im-
press the cover and thereby forming a recess 28 in the
block in which a portion of the fabric will extend along
with the base portion of the article of jewelry. The re-
cess thus formed has rough sides which frictionally grip
the fabric and base portion of the article of jewelry to
support the article in an optimum display position, as
shown in Figs. 1 and 2. The resiliency arid impression-
able properties of the material of the cover and block
permit this operation. '
In Figs. 4, 5 and 6-there is shown a modified form .of
display device 10’ wherein the block 22’ is supported in
an elevated position at an angle to the flat frame struc-
ture 12'. - The forward end 19’ of the frame may be
cut obliquely at inner edge 142 of opening 14’ so that
the lower edge of the block is provided with a support-
ing footing or abutment. The fabric 24’ may hang down-
wardly at the rear of the block -to form  decorative
drapery folds 30. The flexible sides 20’ of the frame
will frictionally grip the fabric covered block and hold it
in the angular position shown. The article of jewelry
26’ can be pressed into the cover and block 4t any desired .
angle to form the recess 28’ .in the block and provide an
optimum display position for the article 26”. :
The block 22’ can readily be collapsed or retracted
into the frame as shown in Figs. 1 and 2 for flat storage
of the device. The fabric may be arranged to drape
around the block as shown at 30 in Figs. 4-6 or it may
be snugly fitted to provide the tightly drawn skirt por-
tions: 25 shown in Fig. 2. At the sides of the ‘block
in Figs. 4-6, the fabric cover is drawn tightly at 25’
“If desired, in- order to create: unusual effects, different
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colors or types of covering material may be used and the
frame structure may have other contrasting colors.

The form of display device 10” shown in Figs. 7 and
8 differs from ‘the-form of display device- 10 shown in
Fig. 1 in that the frame structure 12" and the covered
block 22" are both oval-in shape instead of being rec-
tangular. In this form, the block 22" instead of being
depressed below the top surface of the frame structure
12" is raised above said top surface and is held inthis
raised position by the flat sides 15" of the frame struc-
ture frictionally gripping the covered sides of the block.

Referring now to the form of invention shown in Figs.
9 and 10, the display device 10* shown herein comprises
a frame structure 12 semicircular in shape. The frame
structure is formed with a plurality of spaced round open-
ings 14®, five openings being shown, and fitted in the
openings are round blocks 222, the blocks being covered
with a fabric 24® similar to the fabric 24 of the form
of Fig. 1. The frame structure and blocks are formed
of the same material as the frame structure 10 and
blocks 22. In this form, the blocks 222 are held in
raised position in the openings by the frictional engage-
ment of the fabric with the sides of the openings 14°
in the frame structure. An article of jewelry such as
a ring is adapted to be mounted on each -covered block
228, - i :

The modified form of display device 1032 shown in
Figs. 11 and 12 is square in plan and comprises a frame
structure 12¢% having a concentrically arranged round
opening 14%* therein. A round block 22¢» of substan-
tially the same dimensions as the opening 14#* supports
another smaller block 34 eccentrically mounted on its
top surface and secured thereon by a nail 36. The
frame structure and blocks are formed of the same ma-
terial as the frame structure 12 and block 22 of the
form of Fig. 1.

The blocks are partially enveloped by a fabric cover
2422, The cover 24% includes an inner ply 38 and an
outer ply 39, which plies may be of a color contrasting
to each other and to the frame structure. The cover is
frictionally clamped between the side of the opening 1428
and the side of the block 222#, and the inner ply 38 may
be fastened to the under surface of block 2228 by nails

In this form of display device 1€s, the article of
jewelry such as a ring is mounted on the smaller block
34 by impressing the article of jewelry into the block
34. Articles of jewelry having pin fastening elements
may be pinned to the cover 24%* at any desired point.

. With reference to the form of display device 40 shown
in Figs. 13 to 15, inclusive, herein the device comprises
an elongated rectangular-shaped frame structure 41 hav-
ing an oval shaped opening 42 in the center thereof and
extending substantially for the length of the frame. An
oval-shaped block 44 covered with a fabric cover 46 is
fitted into the opening 42 and is held therein in raised
position above the top surface of the frame structure by
means of the fitting and clamping engagement of the
cover with the wall of the opening 42 as shown in Fig. 15.
The frame structure and block are formed of the same
material as the frame structure 12 and block 22 of the
form of Fig. 1. S :

In accordance with the invention, an arcuate-shaped
shelf or rail 56 is secured to the front surface of the
frame structure 41 adjacent the bottom end thereof as
viewed in Fig. 13 by means of nails 52. The shelf or
rail 50 is formed of the same material as the frame struc-
‘ture and block so that articles of ornament such as the
small twig or branch 54 and the blossom in the form of
a cone 56 may be supported in upright position on the
shelf by pressing the stems thereof into the material of
the shelf, the resiliency of the material permitting this
‘operation. An article or articles of jewelry may be
mounted on the block 44 by impressing the article into
-the material of ‘the block, or the device may be used
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without displaying articles of jewelry but for the purpose
of decorating the home or a window in a store. '

The expanded polystyrene plastic foam material used
in forming the frame, block and shelf is an established
article of commerce. It may be obtained in panel or
b.oard form and readily cut to desired shape and dimen-
sions. -

While I have illustrated and described the preferred
embodiments of my invention, it is to be understood
that I do not limit myself to the precise constructions
herein disclosed and that various changes and modifica-
tions may be made within the scope of the invention
as defined in the appended claims. -

Having thus described my invention, what I claim as
pew, and desire to secure by United States Letters Pat-
ent is:

1. A display device comprising a frame structure, said
frame " structure having an opening with straight flat
sides, a block of material removably and adjustably po-
sitioned in said opening, and a piece of fabric cover-
ing said block and forming a depending skirt around the
block, said skirt being disposed between the block and
the flat sides of the opening and being frictionally gripped
thereat.

2. A display device comprising a frame structure formed
of expanded cellular plastic polystyrene material, said
frame. structure having an opening with straight flat
sides, a block of expanded cellular plastic polystyrene
material removably and adjustably positioned in said
opening, and a piece of fabric covering said block and
forming a depending skirt around the block, said skirt
being disposed between the block and the flat sides of
the opening and being frictionally gripped thereat.

3. A display device for an article of jewelry or the
like, comprising a block structure formed of expanded
cellular plastic foam material, said material adapted to
be impressed by finger pressure to form a recess for re-
ceiving a portion of an article of jewelry and support it
in an optimum display position, and a frame structure
formed of expanded cellular plastic foam material and

‘having a rectangular opening therein, said block being

adjustably positioned in said opening and being friction-
ally gripped by the sides of said opening.

4. A display device for an article of jewelry or the
like, comprising a block formed of expanded cellular
plastic foam material, said material adapted to be recessed
with rough sides for receiving a portion of an article
of jewelry and frictionally gripping said article therein,
and a frame structure of expanded cellular plastic foam
material, said frame structure having an opening therein,
said block being adjustably positioned in said opening and
being frictionally gripped by the sides of said opening.

5. A display device for an article of jewelry or the
like, comprising a rectangular block formed of expanded
cellular plastic foam material, said material adapted
to be recessed with rough sides for receiving a portion
of an article and frictionally gripping said article there-
in, and a rectangular frame structure of expanded cellu-
lar plastic foam material, said frame structure having
a rectangular opening therein, said block being adjustably

positioned in said opening and being frictionally gripped

by the sides of said opening, said block being covered by
a colored napped fabric.

6. A display device for an article of jewelry or the
like, comprising a rectangular block formed of expanded

cellular plastic foam material, said material adapted to

‘be recessed with rough sides for receiving a portion of

said article and frictionally gripping said article therein,
and a rectangular frame structure of expanded cellular
plastic foam material, said frame structure having a rec-
tangular opening therein, said block being adjustably posi-
tioned in said opening and being frictionally gripped by
the sides of said opening, said block being covered by a
napped fabric arranged to form a depending skirt around
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the block, said skirt being clamped between the block and
the flat sides of the opening. .

7. A display device for an article of jewelry compris-
ing a rectangular frame structure formed of expanded
cellular plastic polystyrene foam material, said material
cut to form rough friction gripping surfaces, said struc-
ture having a rectangular opening with flat sides, said
structure having a flat bottom and said opening having a
flat end disposed at an acute angle to said flat bottom,
and a rectangular block of expanded cellular plastic foam
polystyrene material disposed at said acute angle to said
flat bottom with a foot portion of the block abutting said
flat end of the opening.

8. A display device for an article of jewelry, com-
prising a rectangular frame structure formed of expanded
cellular plastic polystyrene foam material, said material
being cut to form rough friction gripping surfaces, -said
structure having a rectangular opening with flat sides, said
structure having a flat bottom and said opening having

a flat end disposed at an acute angle to said flat bottom, =

10
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and a rectangular block of expanded cellular plastic foam
polystyrene material disposed at said acute angle to said

flat bottom with a foot portion of the block abutting said
flat end of the opening, said block being covered with a

napped fabric material and having skirt portions clamped :

frictionally between flexible sides of said frame structure
and sides of said block. ’

9. A display device for an article of jewelry; comprising
a rectangular frame structure formed of expanded cellu-

lar plastic polystyrene foam material, said matérial cut :

to form rough friction gripping surfaces, said structure
having a rectangular opening with flat sides, said structure
having a flat bottom and said opening having a flat ‘end
disposed at an acute angle to said flat bottom, and a

rectangular block of expanded cellular plastic foam poly- 3

styrene materjal disposed at said acute angle ‘to said flat
bottom with a foot portion of the block abutting said
flat end of the opening, said block covered with a napped
fabric material and having skirt portions engaged fric-
tionally between flexible sides of said frame structure and
sides of said block, said fabric material having loose folds
draped around the elevated back of the block and extend-
ing into said opening.

10. A display device for an article of jewelry, compris-
ing a rectangular frame structure formed of expanded
cellular plastic polystyrene foam material, said. material
cut to form rough friction gripping surfaces, said struc-
ture having a rectangular opening with flat sides, said
structure having a flat bottom and said opening having a

flat end disposed at an acute angle to said flat bottom, and °

a rectangular block of expanded cellular plastic foam
polystyrene material disposed at said acute angle to said
flat bottom with a foot portion of the block abutting said
flat end of the opening, said block covered with a napped
fabric material and having skirt portions engaged fric-
tionally between flexible sides of said frame structure and

40
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sides of said block, said fabric material having loose folds -

draped around the elevated back of the block and extend-
ing said opening, said block adapted to be recessed with
rough sides for engaging a portion of an article of jewelry
to support it in an optimum display position.

11. A display device for an article of jewelry or the
like, comprising a rectangular block formed of expanded
cellular plastic foam material, said material adapted to
be recessed with rough sides for receiving a portion of an
article of jewelry and frictionally gripping said article
therein, and a rectangular frame structure of expanded
cellular plastic foam material, said frame structure hav-
ing a rectangular opening therein, said block being ad-

ﬁustably positioned in said opening and being frictionally

L]
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gripped by the sides of said opening, said block covered
by a colored napped fabric, said frame structure being
pastel colored, the color of the frame structure being dif-
ferent from the color of the fabric material.

12. A display device for an article of jewelry com-
prising an oval-shaped frame structure formed of .ex-
panded cellular impressionable polystyrene plastic foam
material, said structure having a central oval-shaped open-
ing therein, an oval-shaped block of similar material in
said opening, and a napped fabric cover on said block,
said cover having a skirt portion clamped fritcionally be-
tween the wall of the opening and the side of the block.

13. A displz_iy device for an article of jewelry compris-
ing a semi-circular shaped frame structure formed of
expanded cellular impressionable polystyrene plastic foam
material, said structure having a plurality of spaced
round openings threein, a round block of similar material
in each opening, and a napped fabric cover on each block,
each cover having a skirt portion clamped frictionally be-
tween the wall of the respective opening and the side of -
the block therein.

14. A display device for an article of jewelry or the
like comprising a square-shaped frame structure of ex-
panded cellular impressionable polystyrene plastic foam
material, said structure having a central circular opening
therein, a round block of similar material in said opening,
said block projecting above the top surface of the struc-
ture, another block of smaller dimensions than the first-
named block positioned eccentrically on the top surface of
the first-named block and secured thereto, and a napped
fabric cover over said blocks, said cover having a skirt
portion clamped frictionally between the wall of the open-
ing in the structure and the side of the first-named block.

15. A device of the kind described comprising an elon-
gated rectangular-shaped frame structure of expanded
cellular impressionable polystyrene plastic foam material,
said structure baving a central oval-shaped opening there-
in, an oval-shaped block of similar material in said open-
ing, said block projecting above the top surface of the
frame structure, a napped fabric cover over said block,
said cover having a skirt portion clamped frictionally
between the wall of the opening and the side of the block,
and means on the bottom of the frame structure for sup-
porting an article or ornament in an upright position in
front of the block.

16. A device of the kind described comprising an elon-
gated rectangular-shaped frame structure of expanded
cellular impresionable polystyrene plastic foam material,
said structure having a central oval-shaped opening there-
in, an oval-shaped block of similar material in said open-
ing, said block projecting above the top surface of the
frame structure, a napped fabric cover over said block,
said. cover having a skirt portion clamped frictionally
between the wall of the opening and the side of the block,
and a shelf of similar material secured to the front sur-
face of the structure at the bottom thereof and extend-
ing radially thereof for supporting an article or ornament
pressed into the material of the shelf in an upright posi-
tion.

17. A display device for an article of jewelry or the
like as defined in claim 16 wherein the cover consists of
an inner ply and an outer ply of fabric, said plies being
of contrasting colors and of a color contrasting to the
color of the frame structure,
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