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RECLOSABLE CONSUMABLE PRODUCT
PACKAGE ASSEMBLY

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims priority to U.S. Provisional Appli-
cation No. 60/586,355, filed Jul. 8, 2004; and U.S. Provi-
sional Application No. 60/688,605, filed Jun. 8, 2005; which
are incorporated herein by reference.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates generally to a package for
containing an array of consumable products and retaining the
products in the package until such time as the individual
products are desired to be removed. Particularly, the present
invention relates to a package assembly for providing reclos-
able covering for a package of individually wrapped gum
slabs.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Certain consumable products such as sticks or slabs of
chewing gum may be housed in a package where the gum
slabs are arranged in an array which allows for ease of dis-
pensing an individual slab therefrom. The gum slabs may be
individually wrapped so that a wrapped gum slab may be
individually removed from the array in the package. Removal
of one of the gum slabs creates a space in the array which
allows the adjacent gum slabs become displaced. It may
become difficult to remove additional gum slabs from the
package especially if one or more of the gum slabs tilts or falls
over within the package. Also, the remaining slabs may slide
or move around in the package and may even fall out of the
package.

Examples of commercially available dispensing package
used to store products such as gum slabs are shown in U.S.
Pat. No. 5,632,378 to Provost and U.S. Pat. No. 5,797,494 to
Balling et al. Both Provost and Balling et al. show a package
formed by a wrapper wrapped around a plurality of stacked
products such as chewing gum. The wrapper includes a tear
open upper end to expose the gum slabs for removal. An
adhesive is applied to the bottom surface of the wrapper to
hold the gum slabs releasably in the interior of the package
after the wrapper is opened.

Some other examples include U.S. Pat. No. 5,125,211 and
U.S. Pat. No. 5,029,712, both to O’Brien et al. which shows a
reclosure stick gum package being a container having a front
portion, top end portion and back portion. An adhesive front
label is applied to the front portion of the container. A flexible
adhesive flap is then applied which covers the label, top end,
and back portions of the container. The flap also includes a
non-adhesive pull tab. By lifting the pull tab the front portion
is detached which removes the top end to open the package
with back of flap remaining attached. The flap is resealable to
the front portion of the package, to allow the package to be
reclosed.

Furthermore U.S. Pat. No. 1,751,208 to Kappes describes
a confection or gum package including an inner wrapper with
series of corrugations to securely retain gum pieces such that
when one piece is removed, the remaining pieces will not be
dislodged and fall out. The package also includes an outer
wrapper wrapped around the package to retain the inner
wrapper in its original corrugated form as to prevent its own
displacement from the package.
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As presented by the above examples, a need exists to pro-
vide a product package which includes a container packet for
containing an array of slabs with an additional reclosable
covering so that when the package is opened, only a portion of
the container packet is opened for consumer to remove the
desired product while the remaining gum slabs are retained in
the packet.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention provides a reclosable consumable
product package assembly having a plurality of consumable
products. The package includes a container packet for retain-
ing and enclosing the products. The packet defines opposed
major planar surfaces, opposed top and bottom surfaces, and
opposed end surfaces. A cover overlies the opposed major
surfaces and the opposed top and bottom surfaces of the
product and is adhesively attached thereto. The cover defines
an openable flap overlying the top surface and at least a
portion of one major surface. The packet is scored along one
of the major surface and the top surface such that opening of
the flap causes the packet to open along the scoring to expose
the products for dispensing. Adhesive may be employed for
retaining the individual slabs in the packet.

The package assembly may support the consumable prod-
ucts in an aligned face-to-face array. Also, the package assem-
bly may support the product in two vertically arranged rows
of side-by-side arrays.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIGS. 1A-1C show, in perspective, a reclosable package
assembly of the present invention in the closed, open and
reclosed condition, respectively.

FIGS. 2A and 2B show a wrapper for wrapping individual
gum slabs in the open and wrapped condition, respectively.

FIG. 3A-3C show the container packet for wrapping the
array of gum slabs shown in the closed, partially open, and
fully open conditions respectively.

FIGS. 4A and 4B show a material used to form the wrapper
of FIG. 3 formed from a roll in a flat configuration.

FIG. 5 shows a cover of the assembly of FIG. 1 in a flat
condition.

FIGS. 6-11 show a further embodiment of the reclosable
package assembly of the present invention.

FIG. 12 shows a further embodiment of the reclosable
package assembly of the present invention shown in the open
condition.

FIG. 13 shows a still further embodiment of reclosable
package assembly of the present invention shown in the open
condition.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

The present invention provides a reclosable consumable
product package assembly 10 having an array 12 of gum slabs
14 as shown in FIGS. 1A-1C. While gum slabs 14 are shown
in the preferred embodiment of the present invention, other
consumable products may be employed. The package assem-
bly 10 also includes a container packet 16 which retains and
encloses the array 12 of gum slabs 14 as will be described
hereinbelow. Additionally, a cover 18 overlies and is secured
to the container packet 16 as will be described further below.

Gum slabs 14 are typically elongate rectangularly shaped
members which are individually wrapped with an inner wrap-
per 20 in a conventional fashion as shown in FIG. 2A. The
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inner wrapper 20 is a rectangular shaped member preferably
made of bleached tissue paper. Typically, the longitudinal
edges of the inner wrapper 20 are overlapped and the ends of
which are turned over against the slab 10 enclosing the same
thereby completely wrapping the gum slab 14 as shown in
FIG. 2B.

As discussed above, the gum slabs 14 are shown to be
individually wrapped prior to being placed in the container
packet 16. The wrapper 20 may be a single sheet or may
include plural sheets or layers. However, it is noted that the
gum slabs 14 can be placed in an array 10 directly into the
packet 16, without being individually wrapped.

In the present embodiment, each of the wrapped gum slabs
14 are placed in a face-to-face fashion to form the array 12.
The array 12 of gum slabs 14 is placed in the container packet
16 to retain and enclose the array 12 of gum slabs 14 as shown
in FIGS. 3A-3C.

In a preferred embodiment of the present invention, the
container packet 16 is made of a planar extent 40 cut from a
roll 42 which is preferably formed from both paper and foil
wrap, as shownin FIGS. 4A and 4B. The extent 40 includes an
adhesive which is a flood coating of hot melt. This flood
coating covers the entire paper surface of extent 40. The
adhesive is activated by heating the extent 40 along a line or
strip that runs transversely across the full length. This adhe-
sive strip 41 engages each of the gun slabs 14 so that when the
packet is formed, the gum slabs 14 are adhesively retained in
the packet 16. Such adhesive retention allows the gum slabs to
remain positioned in the package even upon removal of one or
more gum slabs therefrom. Such adhesive attachment pre-
vents the gum slabs from becoming inadvertently dislodged
from the package or falling over.

As shown by the lines in FIG. 4A, extent 40 is folded to
form the packet 16. The extent 40 is folded so as to define
opposed front and back planar surface 40a and 405, top and
bottom surfaces 40c¢ and 404, back end surfaces 40e and 40/
The end surfaces 40e¢ and 40f are folded in conventional
fashion to form the ends packet 16. The total width of the roll
40 is preferably about 102 mm out of which about 10 mm
eachisused at opposed ends 40¢ and 40d for folding the same.

As shown in FIG. 4B, the extent 40 is scored, preferably
laser scored beginning from about 15 mm from the edge of the
extent40. The laser scoring 43 as shown in FIG. 3A is defined
as a “smile cut” on the paper side of the extent 40, but not
through the foil side of the extent 40.

The depth of the laser cut may be controlled to provide such
precision cutting. As the packet 16 provides extent 42 envi-
ronmental protection for the slabs, the packet remains intact
even with the laser cut.

The planar extent 40 of FIGS. 4A and 4B is folded to
enclose the array 10 of slabs 12 to form the container packet
16 as shown in FIGS. 3A-3C. Again, the packet 16 in FIG. 3,
is a combination of foil and paper with laser perforated on
paper side only with the foil side out as shown in FIG. 3A. As
seen in FIG. 3B, the “smile cut” shape 43 is scored on the
paper side of the packet 16 leaving the foil environmental
barrier in place. So, upon lifting the packet 16, it lifts up the
foil to cause a tear to occur along the laser perforation. The
tear causes the packet 16 to be opened. As seen in FIG. 3C, the
array 12 of the gum slabs 14 are held in place until the
consumer pulls on the gum slab 14 thereby releasing the
adhesive 41 (FIG. 4A) which bonds the gum slabs 14 in place.

Referring to FIG. 5 of the present invention, there is shown
a cover 18 preferably made of paperboard consisting of
printed label. The cover 18 specifically overlies and is secured
to the packet 16 as shown in FIGS. 1A-1C. The cover 18 is
coextensive with major surfaces of the packet 16. One end
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184 of the cover 18 defines an openable flap 50 which overlies
the front of the packet 16 as shown in FIG. 1A. The other end
185 of the cover 18 overlies and is adhesively secured to the
front surface of the packet 16 as shown in FIG. 1B. The other
end 185 of the cover 18 includes a slot 52 preferably at the
center and oval shaped dots 54 of adhesive on each side as
shown in FIG. 5 and FIG. 1B for additional securement of the
enclosed assembly 10. The flap 50 includes a tab 504 at its top
edge as shown in FIG. 5. The tab 504 inserts or tucks into the
slot 52 covering the packet 18 as shown in FIG. 1C. Addi-
tionally, as shown in FIG. 5, the cover 18 is scored along the
top and bottom surfaces such that opening of the flap 50
causes the packet 18 to be opened along the scoring 56,
thereby revealing the array 12 of gum slabs 14 for dispensing
as seen in FIG. 1B.

The use of the reclosable product package assembly 10
with reference to FIGS. 1A-1C is described herein. FIG. 1A
shows the enclosed package assembly 10 prior to use with the
flap 50 bonded to the adhesive dots 54. When the consumer
opens the assembly 10 by pulling up the tab 504 of the flap 50,
the bonding between the flap 50 and the adhesive dots 54 is
broken. Further, by opening the flap, so causes the foil portion
of'the packet 16 to tear along the laser scoring 43 leaving the
array 12 of the gum slabs 14 accessible. As discussed above,
the slabs 14 are attached to the inside of the bottom surface,
i.e., the foil portion of the packet 16 with an adhesive to keep
them from falling over as the package 10 is opened. The
consumer may pull out as many gum slabs 14 as needed.
Finally, the consumer will simply pull the flap 50 downward
and tuck the tab 50q into the slot 52 to close the package
assembly 10.

A further embodiment of the reclosable package of the
present invention is shown with respect to FIGS. 6-11. The
embodiment shown in FIGS. 6-11 is substantially similar to
the embodiment shown above and may be formed in substan-
tially the same fashion. The product package assembly 100
includes an array 112 of gum slabs 114 (FIG. 9). Gum slabs
114 of the present embodiment are wider and thicker gum
slabs and the arrangement is such that the product package
assembly 110 is smaller than product package assembly 10 in
FIGS. 1A-1C so that lesser gum slabs 114 are supported
within the package.

Referring additionally to FIGS. 9 and 11, as with the above
embodiment, package assembly 110 includes a container
packet 116 which retains and encloses the array 112 of gum
slabs 114. A cover 118 overlies and is secured to the container
packet 116. The gum slabs 114 may include an individual
wrapping or may be provided without such a wrapping.

The container packet 116 is made of a paper/foil composite
structure and may include an adhesive coating on one surface
to retain the gum slabs 114 therein. The packetis formed from
a planar sheet (not shown herein) and folded to define an
enclosure about slabs 114.

The packet 116 is scored preferably by laser scoring to
define a smile cut 121 which extends through the paper por-
tion of packet 116 but not through the foil portion.

Cover 118, more fully shown in FIGS. 10 and 11, is pref-
erably made of paper or paperboard and may include a printed
label. The cover 118 overlies and is secured to the packet 116.
End 118 includes a tab 118¢. One end 118a of cover 118
defines an openable flap 150 which overlies the front of the
packet 116. The other end 1185 of cover 118 overlies and is
adhesively secured to the opposed surface of packet 116. The
other end 1185 of cover 118 includes a slot 152 for reclosable
securement of the cover. The tab 118¢ of end 1184 is insert-
able into slot 152.
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Reclosable product package assembly 110 of the present
embodiment may be employed in a manner similar to that
described above with respect to the FIG. 1 embodiment.
When the consumer opens the assembly 110 by pulling up
flap 150, the package is open. Further opening the flap causes
the foil portion of the packet to tear along the laser scored
smile cut 121 opening the packet 116 and exposing the gum
slabs for removal. To close the package assembly 110, the
consumer will pull the flap downward and tuck the tab 118¢ of
the flap into the slot 152 and close the assembly.

A further embodiment of the present invention is shown
with respect to FIG. 12. Package assembly 210 is substan-
tially similar to the package assembly as described above with
respect to the previous figures and operates in a similar man-
ner.

With respect to the present illustrative embodiment, the
package is wider and shorter than the previous package inas-
much as instead of gum slabs being supported in a single
side-by-side array, pillow-shaped gum pieces 212 are shown.
The pillow-shaped gum pieces 212 have a square front face
and are arranged in two side-by-side arrays in a vertically
stacked relationship. The packet 216 and the cover 218, which
are substantially similar to those described above, are sized to
support this arrangement. The packet and the cover are con-
structed and operate in a manner similar to that described
above.

A still further embodiment is shown with respect to FIG.
13. Package assembly 310is again substantially similar to the
package assembly as described above. In the present illustra-
tive embodiment, side-by-side products are arranged in two
vertically stacked rows and define pillow-shaped gum pieces
312 having a rectangular front face. The packet 316 and the
cover 318 are constructed to support such an arrangement.
Again, in all other respects, the packet 316 and the cover 318
are constructed and operate in a manner similar to that
described above with respect to the previous embodiment.

While the invention has been described in related to the
preferred embodiments with several examples, it will be
understood by those skilled in the art that various changes
may be made without deviating from the fundamental nature
and scope of the invention as defined in the appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A reclosable consumable product package assembly
comprising:

a plurality of consumable products;

a container packet for retaining and enclosing products,
said packet defining opposed major planar surfaces,
opposed top and bottom surfaces, and opposed end sur-
faces; and

a cover overlying said opposed major surfaces and said
opposed top and bottom surfaces of said product and
adhesively attached thereto;

said cover defining an openable flap overlying said top
surface and at least a portion of one major surface;

said packet being scored along said one major surface and
said top surface such that opening of said flap causes said
packet to open along said scoring to expose said product
for dispensing;

wherein said cover includes a front portion overlying said
one major surface and wherein said flap overlies a por-
tion of said front portion.

2. A reclosable package assembly of claim 1 wherein said

flap is releasably secured to said front portion.

3. A reclosable package assembly of claim 1 wherein said
packet is formed from a planar extent.

4. A reclosable package assembly of claim 3 wherein said
extent is formed from foil wrap.
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5. A reclosable package assembly of claim 3 wherein said
extent is formed from combination of paper and foil wrap.

6. A reclosable package assembly of claim 1 wherein said
scoring is laser scoring.

7. A reclosable package assembly of claim 1 wherein said
cover is formed from paper.

8. A reclosable package assembly of claim 1 wherein said
cover includes a slot to insert said flap thereby closing the
package.

9. A reclosable consumable product package assembly
comprising:

a plurality of consumable products;

a container packet for retaining and enclosing products,
said packet defining opposed major planar surfaces,
opposed top and bottom surfaces, and opposed end sur-
faces, and an adhesive applied inside the bottom surface
of said packet said products being releasably adhere to
the inside portion of the packet; and

a cover overlying said opposed major surfaces and said
opposed top and bottom surfaces of said product and
adhesively attached thereto;

said cover defining an openable flap overlying said to sur-
face and at least a portion of one major surface;

said packet being scored along said one major surface and
said top surface such that opening of said flap causes said
packet to open along said scoring to expose said product
for dispensing.

10. A reclosable package assembly of claim 9 wherein the

products directly contact the inside portion of the packet.

11. A reclosable package assembly of claim 9 wherein the
products are individually contained in wrappers and the wrap-
pers are releasably attached to the inner portion of the packet.

12. A reclosable package assembly of claim 1 wherein said
cover includes a printed label.

13. A reclosable package assembly of claim 4 wherein said
sheet is heat sealed to an inside portion of the cover.

14. A reclosable package assembly of claim 5 wherein said
sheet is laser perforated with a smile cut shape scored on the
paper part of the sheet.

15. A reclosable consumable product package assembly
comprising:

a plurality of elongate gum slabs arranged in a face-to-face

array;

a container packet for retaining and enclosing products,
said packet defining opposed major planar surfaces,
opposed top and bottom surfaces, and opposed end sur-
faces; and

a cover overlying said opposed major surfaces and said
opposed top and bottom surfaces of said product and
adhesively attached thereto;

said cover defining an openable flap overlying said top
surface and at least a portion of one major surface;

said packet being scored along said one major surface and
said top surface such that opening of said flap causes said
packet to open along said scoring to expose said product
for dispensing

16. A reclosable consumable product package assembly
comprising;

a plurality of pillow shaped gum pieces;

a container packet for retaining and enclosing products,
said packet defining opposed major planar surfaces,
opposed top and bottom surfaces, and opposed end sur-
faces; and

a cover overlying said opposed major surfaces and said
opposed too and bottom surfaces of said product and
adhesively attached thereto;
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said cover defining an openable flap overlying said top
surface and at least a portion of one major surface;
said packet being scored along said one major surface and
said to surface such that opening of said flap causes said
packet to open along said scoring to expose said prod-
ucts for dispensing.
17. A reclosable package assembly of claim 16 wherein
said gum pieces are arranged in two vertically stacked rows.

8

18. A reclosable package assembly of claim 17 wherein
said gum pieces have a rectangular front face.

19. A reclosable package assembly of claim 17 wherein
said gum pieces have a square front face.

20. A reclosable package assembly of claim 16 wherein
said pillow shaped gum pieces are arranged in side-by-side
array.
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