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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

A voting booth constructed of corrugated cardboard
material and the cardboard blank strips from which the
voting booth is constructed to enable the voting booth
to be easily and quickly set up at a polling place to ac-
commodate voters in an expeditious manner when marking
their ballots and which can be easily disassembled and
folded into a compact condition for storage in a rela-
tively small area after the voting has been completed
thereby enabling the polling place to be used for other
purposes. The voting booth includes a shelf supported
from a pair of supporting columns to provide a rigid
support for the shelf so that ballots may be properly
marked and the voting booth also includes a curtain
having swinging doors constructed of cardboard to con-
ceal the interior of the voting booth.

——— Tt

The present ‘invention generally relates to a voting
booth and more particularly to a cardboard voting booth
and a blank therefor.

Voting locations frequently are found in schools, fire
houses and other public places. Since these locations are
used for voting only from time to time and are primarily
used for other services it is impractical to construct per-
manent voting booths at these locations. As a rule, the
voting booths are used only for one or a few days and
then are not in use for a substantial time thereafter.
Sometimes voting booths have to be dismantled during
normal working hours and set up again in the evening.
The frequent setting up and tearing down of voting
booths when so used requires a voting booth construc-
tion which may be easily set up and placed on location
and which may be easily dismantled and stored out of
the way.

Accordingly it is an object of this invention to provide
a lightweight voting booth which may be moved about
easily by workmen.

A further object is to provide a lightweight voting booth
which may be dismantled and knocked down to a simpli-
fied form so that voting booth may be stored easily and
without taking up much space. :

A still further object of this invention is to provide
a blank of cardboard having fold lines and cut-outs there-
in so that the blank may be folded to form a voting booth,
One advantage of the blank is that it is easily stored and
shipped until its use is required at which time it may
simply be folded in a prescribed manmer to form a voting
booth.

Another object of this invention is to provide a voting
booth that is simple in construction, easy to use, effective
and relatively inexpensive to manufacture.

These together with other objects and advantages which
will become subsequently apparent reside in the details
of construction and operation as more fully hereinafter
described and claimed, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings forming a part thereof, wherein lLike
numerals refer to like parts throughout, and in which:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the invention when as-
sembled and showing one of the front flaps on the curtain
in raised position;
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FIG. 2 is a rear elevational view of the voting booth
in assembled arrangement;

FIG. 3 is a vertical sectional view of the booth taken
along section line 3—3 of FIG. 2, and showing the writing
shelf and curtain in cross-section;

FIG. 4 is a transverse sectional view of the voting
booth taken along section line 4—4 of FIG. 1;

FIG. 5 is a bottom plan view of the voting booth;

FIG. 6 is an exploded perspective view of the invention
showing portions removed to better show the construction;
and

FIG. 7 is a plan view of the blanks used to form the
voting booth of the present invention and showing the
various cut and bend lines required on the blanks to
construct the invention.

Referring now to FIG. 1 an assembled voting booth is
shown comprising the voting booth 16, the booth shelf
290, and booth curtain 30,

The voting booth has sides 11, 11’, a back 12 and two
supporting columns 13, 13’ Reinforcing tabs 14 are
provided along the bottom and top of the booth. Two
such reinforcing tabs are found on each side of the
booth. These tabs are folded back onto the voting booth
proper and stapled to give the voting booth rigidity.
The columns 13, 13’ are formed from the sides and back
of the voting booth by cutting along prescribed lines
on the booth blank and bending the columns inwardly
therefrom to form the columns as shown. Slots or notches
15, 15’ are provided on the columns for engagement
with slots 21, 21’ on the shelf 20 to provide support for
the shelf and also to give the voting booth more rigidity.

The shelf 20 is bent downwardly on two sides to pro-
vide leaves or flanges 22, and 23 which press against the
columns and against the booth rear as seen in FIG. 3
giving the shelf stability so that a person may properly
mark a ballot and even lean upon the shelf without dis-
rupting its situation in the booth. The voting booth cur-
tain 30 is connected to the voting booth by tabs 31, 31,
which may be stapled to the sides of the voting booth.
Two doors or flaps 32, 32’ are provided on the voting
booth curtain, and the doors are adapted to bend ontward
from the voting booth and also inwardly thereinto along
inwardly converging bend lines 33, and 33", FIG. 1 shows
one flap 32’ bent away from the voting booth. Slots 34
and 35 are provided in the curtajn and these slots make
possible the lifting of the flaps as seen in FIG. 1. A tab
36 is provided at the top of the curtain. This tab when
folded back double onto the curtain and secured thereto
gives added rigidity to the curtain. Any normal fastening
means may be employed to fasten ‘the curtain to the
side walls of the voting booth such as staples or taping.

Having described the elements of the invention, the
manner in which these elements may be constructed from
blank strips of corrugated cardboard will be set forth.
In FIG. 7 the blanks for the booth, curtain, and shelf
are indicated by reference numerals 1¢°, 26’, and 3¢,
respectively. The blank 10’ for the booth 10 is cut as
shown with the necessary slots for the columns and tabs.
The bend lines are indicated by broken lines and the
lines along which the columns are cut away to permit
bending away from the blank are indicated by solid
lines 41, 41’, and 42, 42’. The sides 11 and 11’ are bent
towards each other along lines 43 and 43’ while the
columns are bent inward in the same direction along these
same lines as is permitted by the cuts 41, 41, and 42,
42’. The columns are creased along lines 44, 44’ and 45,
45’. The bottom tabs and top tabs of the blank and also
the side tabs are folded back onto the cardboard struc-
ture and stapled thereto or affixed in any suitable manner.
Since the slots 15 and 15’ for the shelf are precut in the
cardboard material once the cardboard blanks are bent
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as described, the voting booth is ready for the shelf and
the curtain to be attached thereto.

The blank 20’ for the shelf 20 is shown in the lower
left hand corner of FIG. 7 and is precut with the slots
21, 21’ provided thereinto as shown. The shelf is formed
by bending the edges of the shelf blank down along bend
lines 46, 46’. Now the shelf may be set into the voting
booth 10 which has already been folded to the desired
shape. The slots 15, 15’ of the voting booth will be
engaged by the slots 21, 21’ of the shelf and the inter-
locking arrangement so obtained will serve to keep the
voting booth stable.

The blank 30’ for the curtain 39 is shown in the upper
right hand corner of FIG. 7 and is precut with the nec-
essary tabs, slots, and cuts therein as shown. The tab
36 is folded back double onto the curtain proper and
stapled thereto. Tabs 32 and 32’ are separated from
each other by a cut 47. This cut 47 plus the slots 34
and 35 allow the curtain doors 32, 32’ to be bent along
bend lines 33, 33’ which bend lines serve as hinges. The
doors 32, 32’ may be bent in either direction so that
in effect they are swinging doors. In the event that ex-
cessive use should weaken the curtain and doors along
the bend lines 33, 33’ it may be necessary to reinforce
this portion of the curtain with tape.. Tabs 31, 31" are
bent at right angles to the curtain and then the curtain
may be fixed to the voting booth proper by stapling the
curtain along these tabs 31, 31’ to the top front edge
portion of the tespective sides 11, 11’ in the position
shown in FIG. 1.

Now after having read the disclosure it is seen that the
booth construction is very simple and is very inexpensive
to manufacture. It may be assembled in a very few minutes
with the simplest of instructions. Likewise it may be
knocked down and stored, packed or shipped easily and
rapidly. The voting booth is seen to be lightweight and
therefore may be moved about or shipped with little
difficulty. If the voting booth is worn out by use then it
may be dispensed with and a new one provided to take
its place since the cardboard construction is relatively
inexpensive.

The foregoing is considered as illustrative only of the
principles of the invention. Further, since numerous
modifications and changes will readily occur to those
skilled in the art, it is not desired to limit the invention
to the exact construction and operation shown and de-
scribed, and accordingly all suitable modifications and
equivalents may be resorted to, falling within the scope of
the invention as claimed.

What is claimed as new is as follows:

1. A voting booth of the class described comprising
a booth having two sides and a back, said booth being
made from a single sheet of cardboard, a shelf and a
curtain, said shelf and curtain being made from separate
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sheets of cardboard, said booth being folded along the
outermost edges thereof and said folds being stapled,
said shelf having slots therein which are interlockably
engageable with said booth to make the back of said
booth rigid, said curtain having doors thereon which
are. swingable in either direction along fold lines in
said curtain, said curtain having folds at each side there-
of connected to the top of said sides of said booth.

2. The voting booth of claim 1 wherein said booth,
shelf and curtain are all made from lightweight cor-
rugated board.

3. The voting booth of claim 2 wherein said shelf is
an integral part of said booth when assembled, said shelf
and booth having interlocking portions which give both
the booth and shelf rigidity.

4. The voting booth of claim 3 wherein said booth has
a plurality of columns integral therewith, said columns
serving to give the booth added rigidity.

5. A blank strip of corrugated cardboard for forming
a voting booth, said blank strip having tabs on its
peripheral sides, certain of said tabs being separated by
first slots in the central portion thereof, said blank strip
having second slots therein arranged in pairs, lines con-
necting said second slots, said lines being cut through the
corrugated cardboard.

6. The blank strip of corrugated cardboard of claim
5 wherein the cardboard blank is foldable along pre-
determined lines to form a voting booth.

7. The plurality of blank strips of claim 1 including
a third blank strip of substantially rectangular shape
having tabs on three sides thereof said tabs being foldable
onto the body of said third blank strip, a triangular section
cut away from the body of said third blank strip along the
periphery of the fourth side thereof, a first slot cut away
from the body of said third blank, said slot being located
substantially in the center of said third blank, a cut
line joining the triangular cut away section with said
central slot, said cut line being completely severed through
said blank, a plurality of second slots located along said
fourth side of said blank, said first slot, said second slots
and said cut line defining a plurality of doors in said
third blank said third blank being foldable to form a cur-
tain for said voting booth housing.
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