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HOOP EAR-RING. 

1,139,309. Specification of Letters Patent. Patented May 1, 1915. 
Application filed February 5, 1914. Serial No. 816,694. 

To all whom, it may concern. 
Beit known that I, CHARLEs F. NESLER, a 

citizen of the United States, and a resident 
of Newark, county of Essex, and State of 
New Jersey, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Hoop Ear-Rings, of 
which the following is a specification. 
This invention relates to an improved 

hoop earring and the method of making the 
same, the hoop portion being made integral 
With the hinge of the ear wire. As pre 
viously made, hoop earrings were formed of a 
strip of material bent to form the hoop part 
With an open side, the hinge when being sol 
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dered to one end of the hoop, the hinge in turn 
being used for pivotally connecting the ear 
wire at one end to one end of the hoop. This 
soldering necessarily causes subjection of the 
hinge and also of the hoop portion to con 
siderable heat, and while this does not in 
jure some metals, in others, particularly in 
the cheaper grade of goods where composi 
tion metals are used, the heat directed 
against the end of the hoop when the solder 
ing is done affects the original temper or 
hardness of the metal and it becomes soft. 
It is to avoid this that I have devised theim 
proved method of making the earring, this 
method consisting of forming the hoop of 
one piece by subjecting the strip of which 
the hoop is made to an operation which re 
duces its thickness, which may be by burring 
or sawing horizontally through the strip, by 
pressing the end of the strip or by SWaging 
or hammering it. This thinned portion is 
then curled or bent over to form a knuckle, 
which knuckle provides one element of the 
hinge, the ear wire being adapted to be per 
forated as is usually the case in this type of 
jewelry, and a pintle is then passed through 
the knuckle and through the perforated end 
of the ear wire so as to pivotally connect 
them. This method requires no application 
of heat to the strip, and in the case of com 
position metals the hardness of the mate 
rial is not affected, this being particularly 
true of strips made up of two separate 
metals, for instance, rolled gold plate which 
is gold on a baser metal. 
The invention is illustrated in the accom 

panying drawing, in which 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of a strip 

of metal which has had one end flattened by 
a blow, in which case that part of the strip 
is broadened. Fig. 2 is a view similar to 

Fig. 1 with the thickened and broadened 
portion trimmed to the same width as the 
strip. Fig. 3 is a similar view showing it 
thinned and curled over to form a knuckle. 
Fig. 4 is a side view of a hoop earring made 
according to my invention, the hoop portion 
being formed of the strip shown in Fig. 3 
after it is bent up. Fig. 5 is an end view of 
the earring shown in Fig. 4. 
In this Specification and in the claims the 

hoop portion which is known as a hoop in 
the trade, is called, for the purposes of iden 
tification, the ornamental member. 
In making the hoop earring I first provide 

a strip 10 which can be made by cutting off 
Successive pieces of a longer strip, or they 
can be made of proper lengths in themselves, 
the strip 10 being suitably ornamented if : 
it is to be an Ornamental hoop, or left plain 
if the hoop earring is to be plain, it being 
preferred to place the ornamentation on the 
Strip before it is made into the hoop, al 
though this is not essential and the orna 
menting can be done afterward if desired. 
The strip 10 is then subjected to an opera 
tion which thins one end of it horizontally, 
this thinning being done by any suitable oper 
ation, Such as SWaging, hammering, burring 
or Sawing, although the preferred form is 
by means of a blow. The thinning opera 
tion. When done in this manner spreads the 
materialso that it is wider than the original 
strip. The thinned portion is shown at 11 in 
Fig. 1, and when the thinner portion 11 is 
Wider than the strip itself it needs to be 
trimmed. After it is trimmed it appears as 
is shown in Fig. 2, the thinned portion 11 
having its edges 12 substantially in line with 
the edges of the strip, but these particular 
proportions of parts are not essential. The 
thinned portion is then bent or curled so 
that it forms a knuckle 13 with an opening 
14 through it, the knuckle being rolled 
against the shoulder 15 which is formed on 
the thinned end of the strip. The knuckle 
can be of any size, but for giving a good 
finish to the earring I prefer to roll the 
knuckle So that its diameteris approximately 
the thickness of the strip 10. This is pos 
sible when the strip is of thick material, but 
in case of thinner material the knuckle nec 
essarily projects beyond the top and bottom 
of the strip. 
The strip 10 is bent into a hoop with an 

open side, and when so bent, the knuckle 13 
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is opposite the end 16 of the strip, the end 
16 usually being provided with a notch 17 
for the reception of the barb 18 of the ear 
wire 19. Any other Suitable fastening means 
in lieu of the barb 18 can be employed, as 
will be evident. The end 20 of the ear wire 
is provided with a perforation, the per 
forated end of the ear wire being set down 
into a slot 21 which is cut vertically in the 
knuckle 13, and when the ear wire is in 
place, a pintle 22 is passed through the 
knuckle and through the perforated end of 
the ear Wire and then suitably headed or 
otherwise secured in place. 
When the piece of jewelry made according 

to this invention is finished and is subjected 
to the proper kind of polishing or other 
treatment, the exterior of the hoop at the 
knuckle end is Smooth and is of good ap 
pearance. 

It will be evident from this description 
that I can make the hoop earring and the 

25 

30 

35 

knuckle of the hinge of one piece and with 
out subjecting the earring to heat, which is 
necessary when the knuckle is fastened to 
the hoop by soldering. 
My method reduces the cost of manufac 

ture and makes a better article, since the 
knuckle does not come away from the body 
portion of the hoop which can happen when 
the Soldering is not well done. 

In the drawing the flattened end of the 
strip is illustrated in Fig. 1 as being wider 
than the original width of it, by reason of 
its being hammered, but in case the flatten 
ing is done by cutting away a part of the 
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strip, the flattened or thinned end 11 will 
appear as it does in Fig. 2 without trim 
ming, as will be evident. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim is:- 
1. An Ornamental member for an earring 

comprising a bent strip of metal with its 
ends adjacent, one end of the strip having a 
thinned part with a shoulder at its inner 
end, the thinned part being formed against 
the shoulder So as to provide a knuckle hav 
ing an outside diameter Substantially equal 
to the thickness of the main part of the 
strip, and an ear wire pivoted to the knuckle 
and adapted to engage the other end of the 
strip. 

2. An ornamental member for an earring 
comprising a bent strip of metal with its 
ends adjacent, one end of the strip having a 
thinned part with a shoulder at its inner 
end, the thinned part being formed against 
the shoulder so as to provide a knuckle hav 
ing an outside diameter substantially equal 
to the thickness of the main part of the 
strip, the knuckle being slotted, an ear-wire 
in Said slot, and a pintle passing through 
the ear-wire and the knuckle, the ear Wire 
being adapted to engage the other end of 
the member. 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing, 
I have hereto set my hand this 4th day of 
February, 1914. 

CHARLES F. NESLER. 
Witnesses: 

WILLIAM. A. ScHAEF, 
M. A. JOHNSON. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washingtoa, D.C.' 
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It is hereby certified that in Letters Patent No. 1,139,309, granted May 11, 1915, 

upon the application of Charles F. Nesler, of Newark, New Jersey, for an improve 
ment in “Hoop Ear-Rings,’ an error appears in the printed specification requiring 

correction as follows: Page 1, line 14, for the word “when read then, and that 
the said Letters Patent should be read with this correction therein that the same 

may conform to the record of the case in the Patent Office. 
Signed and sealed this 1st day of June, A. D., 1915. 

SEAL. J. T. NEWTON, 
Acting Commissioner of Patents. 


