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To all thom, it may concern: 
Beit known that I, THOMAs K. P. HAIN Es, 

a citizen of the United States, residing in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, have invented 
certain Improvements in Compartment 
Boxes, of which the following is a specifica 
tion. 
My invention relates to certain improve 

ments in compartment boxes of the type used 
as a sewing box for containing spools and 
other notions. 
The object of my invention is to provide 

the box with one or more trays-one or two 
of which can be turned independently of 
the bottom tray so that access may be had to 
the bottom tray without removing the upper 
tray, or trays. 

In the accompanying drawings: 
Fig. 1 is a perspective view of my im 

proved compartment box with the lid re 
moved; 

Fig. 2 is a plan view; 
Fig. 3 is a sectional elevation; 
Fig. 4 is a sectional view illustrating a 

modification of the invention: 
Fig. 5 is a plan view of another modi 

fication; and 
Fig. 6 is a view showing one means of 

holding the trays in the box. 
Referring to the drawings, 1 is the body 

of the box made of metal in the present in 
stance and having a bead 2. 3 is the metallic 
lid of the box. The flange of the cover rests 
on the bead 2, as shown in Fig. 3. The box 
is circular in cross section, as shown in Figs. 
1 and 2, but it may be rectangular, as in Fig. 
5, or of other shapes, if desired. Located 
in the box are two trays 4 and 5. Each tray 
is in the form of a ring so as to provide 
an open center of the full depth of the box 
to receive the work, or articles too large for 
the compartments of the trays. The lower 
tray 4 is divided into a series of compart 
ments 7 by radial partitions 8 and the bot 
toms of the compartments are rounded, as 
shown. These compartments are intended 
primarily to contain spools and by round 
ing the bottoms, the spools will turn readily 
and will be held in a central position so that 
they can be easily and quickly removed from 
a compartment when necessary. As the bot 
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tom tray is not fastened to the box, it can 
be removed when desired. 
The upper tray 5 is similar in shape to the 

lower tray and has a series of compartments 
9 Separated by radial partitions 10. In the 
bottom of the upper tray is an elongated 
Opening 11 of Such a size that access may be 
had to the compartments of the lower tray 
Without removing the upper tray, and, as 
the upper tray is free to turn on the lower 
tray, the opening 11 can be located above 
any compartment in the lower tray. The 
E. tray can also be removed when de 
SeC. 
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When the cover 3 is attached to the box, 
all of the articles in the compartments of 
the trays are held in place. 
In Fig. 4 of the drawings, a modification 

is shown, in which three trays 4, 5 and 12 
are used. The trays. 5 and 12 have open 
ings, which, when in register, allow access 
to the compartments of the bottom tray. 

In some cases, the bottom" tray may be 
permanently secured to the box, as shown in 
Fig. 4 or the trays may be detachably se 
cured in position, as shown in Fig. 6. In 
this instance, each tray has an annular 
groove 13 and on the box are spring tongues 
14 cut from the body of the box. These 
tongues extend into the annular grooves so 
that, while the trays are held in position, 
they can be turned in respect to each other. 
While my invention is particularly adapt 

ed for use as a sewing box, it will be under 
stood that it can be used for any purpose 
when a number of small articles are neces 
sary, which should be kept in a compact con 
tainer. 

In Fig. 4 I have shown the central com 
partment of the lower section provided with 
a rounded bottom and this section may have 
partitions in the central compartment if de 
sired. 
I elaim: - - 

1. The combination in a compartment box, 
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of a circular body portion; a lid therefor; 
two trays located in the body portion, each 
tray being in the form of a ring, provid 
ing an open center for the box, each tray 
having a series of radial partitions form 
ing compartments, each compartment having 
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a rounded bottom, the upper tray having an 
opening through which access may be had to 
the compartments of the lower tray. 

2. The combination in a compartment 
is box, of a circular body portion of metal; a 

lid therefor; two trays located in the body 
portion, each tray being in the form of a 
ring and having a series of compartments, 

the upper tray having an opening in its bot 
tom through which access may be had to the 
compartments of the lower tray; and means 
for detachably securing the upper tray to 
the body of the box, said means allowing it 
to turn freely on the lower tray. 

THOMAS K. P. HAINES. 


