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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, THOMAs W. CouGH 

LIN, of Rochester, in the county of Monroe 
and State of New York, have invented cer 
tain new and useful Improvements in Head 
and Shoulder Supporters for Caskets; and 
I do hereby declare the following to be a 
full, clear, and exact description of the same, 
reference being had to the accompanying 
drawings, forming a part of this specifica 
tion, and to the reference-numerals marked 
thereon. 
My present invention relates to improve 

ments in an adjustable head and shoulder 
supporter for caskets and has for its object 
to provide such a device of this character 
adapted to be applied to any casket, which 
can be readily adjusted to support the head 
and upper portion of a body in any desired position. 
To these and other ends the invention con 

sists in certain improvements and combina 
tions of parts all as will be hereinafter more 
fully described, the novel features being 
pointed out in the claims at the end of the specification. 

In the drawings: Figure 1 is a side eleva 
tion of a head and shoulder supporter con 
structed in accordance with my invention, 
showing it in its lowermost position: Figs. 
2 and 3 are similar views showing it in other 
positions of adjustment: Fig. 4 is an en 
larged top plan view of the head and shoul 
der Supporter with the parts in the position 
shown in Fig. 2 and with portions broken, 
away; Fig. 5 is a perspective view of the 
framework of the head and shoulder sup 
porter; Fig. 6 is a sectional view on the line 
6-6 of Fig. 4, and Fig. 7 is a side elevation 
showing the rest folded for shipping pur 
poses. 
Similar reference numerals in the several 

figures indicate similar parts. 
A head and shoulder supporter con 

structed in accordance, with my invention 
embodies lower body supporting and upper 
head supporting members A and B and pref 
erably constructed with wire frames, on 
which are secured covers of sheet material, 
such as wire netting. In the present em 
bodiment the frame member A consists of 

the side bars 1 connected by the transversely 
extending portion 2 and looped at their free 
ends to form bearings 3 receiving a trans 
verse portion 4 of a securing device. The 
latter is preferably made of wire, the ends of 
which are bent fil'st at right angles to forml 
the outwardly extending portions 5, project 
ing substantially in line with the side bars 
of the member A, and then downwardly to 
provide the ends 6 which may be secured to 
the bottom of a casket. To facilitate this 
operation, the ends 6 are sharpened permit 
ting them to be driven into the wooden bot 
tom of the casket, the portions 5 affording 
ample surface for the ready application of a 
hammer. 
The side bars 1 near the connecting bal' 2 are 

formed into upwardly extending open loops 
or bearings which receive the cross piece 8 
of the elevating member which is preferably 
made of a single piece of wire, bent at right 
angles to the portion 8 at 9. to form 
handles 10 bent as shown, then coiled at 11 
around the cross piece 8, their free ends 12 
extending in an opposite direction to that 
of the handles 10 to form legs which are 
sharpened to engage the bottom of the 
casket without slipping. 
A covering 13 of any suitable material 

may be supported on the frame and in 
the illustrations I have shown a metallic net 
ting secured thereto by turning down the 
edges 14 over the sides 1 and securing it 
thereto at one end by loops of wire 15, and 
at the other end by engaging the netting be 
neath the portion 8 of the elevating member, which is in turn prevented from disengage 
ment with the loops 7. 
In adjusting the supporter or rest the 

handles 10 may be grasped and the device 
with the body placed thereon, may be lifted 
to the desired position when the sharpened 
ends of the legs 12 will engage the bottom of 
the casket, as shown in Figs. 2 and 3. If it 
is desired to lower the body the handles: 10 
are grasped and the device raised sufficiently 
to allow the legs 12 to be folded against it, 
after which the supporter may be lowered. 
The frame of the upper head supporting 

member B consists of the sides 16 looped at 
their free ends to form bearings i7, around 
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the portion 8, and at their other ends bent 
downwardly and then upwardly to form legs 
18 which are connected by the portion 19. 
The legs 18 engage the bottom of the casket 
when the member is in its lowermost posi 
tion and support the member B at the de 
sired angle (Fig. 1) but when the member A. 
is raised, as shown in Figs. 2 and 3, its trans 
versely extending portion 2 engages the 
sides 16 of the head rest member 3 and the 
two then move together. A covering 20, 
similar to the covering 13, is secured to the 
upper frame by turning down flanges 21 
over the sides 16 and engaging one end in 
the loops 17 and the other edge by loops of 
wire 22. 
The arrangement of the cover 13 of the 

member A beneath the transverse portion 2 
and the cover 20 of the member B in a plane 
below the upper surface of the said trans 
verse portion results in offsetting the piv 
otal axis above the surface of the member A 
a greater distance than it is offset below the 
surface of the member B, and enables the 
upper member to be folded back upon the 
lower member, as shown in Fig. 7, thus mak 
ing the supporter more compact for ship 
pling purposes. 
By making the fraine work and operating 

parts of wire I produce a very simple and 
inexpensive device, light in weight and ca 
pable of ready attachment to any casket. 
The adjustments desired may be readily 
made and in all positions the head and 
shoulder supporter is securely held. 

I claim as my invention: 
1. A head and shoulder supporter for 

caskets consisting of body and head mem 
bers hinged together, the former member 
having devices for supporting it in in 
clined position, and a stop portion carried 
by one of the members and engaging the 
other for causing the elevation of the head 
rest member when the body member is 
raised. 

2. A head and shoulder supporter for cas 
kets consisting of two members hinged to 
gether, the lower member having devices 
for supporting it at various angles of incli 
nation, legs carried by the upper member 
for giving it a predetermined inclination 
when the lower member is in its lowermost 
position, and a stop carried by one of the 
member's and engaging the other for causing 
the elevation of the upper member when the 
lower member is raised. 

3. In a head and shoulder supporter for 
caskets, the combination with a lower mem 
ber enbodying a frame having side por 
tions and an intermediate connecting por 
tion, the side portions having bearings near 
the connecting portion, of an elevating 
member having a transverse portion extend 
ing through the bearings and a head mem 
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adapted to be engaged by the connecting 
portion of the lower member, and provided 
at their ends with bearings through which 

be embodying a frame having side politious 

passes the transverse portion of the elevat 
ing member. 

4. In a head and shoulder supporter for 
caskets, the combination with a lower mem 
ber and an upper member, each embodying 
a frame, one of Said frames having side 
portions and a connecting portion, the other 
frame having side portions pivoted at their 
ends to the side portions of the first named 
necting portion and adapted to be engaged 
by the connecting portion, and an elevat 
ing device connected to the first named 
frame. 
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5. In a head and shoulder supporter for - 
caskets, the combination with a supporting 
member, embodying a frame having the side 

frames, at points removed from the cont 

portions provided with open bearings, of an 
85 

elevated member having a transverse por 
tion extending through the bearings and a 
cover secured to the frame and engaging the 
transverse portion of the elevating member 
ou the side thereof toward which the bear 
ings open to hold it therein. 

6. In a head and shoulder supporter for 
caskets, the combination with a supporting 
member having bearings at one end, of a se 
curing member having a transverse portion 
passing through the bearings and extending 
beyond the supporting member and having 
its extremities projecting forwardly and 
adapted to be secured to the bottom of the 
casket. 

7. In a head and shoulder supporter for 
porting member and a head Supporting 
member pivoted thereto, of an extension on 
one of the members beyond their pivotal 
connection for engaging with the other 
member. 

S. In a head and shoulder supporter for 
caskets, the combination with a body Sup 
porting member and a head supporting 
member, of an offset pivotal connection be 
tween them, said offset extending at one side 
of the plane of the upper side of one of the 
members to allow said members to be folded 
against each other. 
caskets, the combination with a support 
adapted to be secured at one end to the bot 
tom of a casket, and provided with bearings, 
of an elevating member consisting of a rod 

9. In a head and shoulder supporter for 

caskets, the combination with a body sup 
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having a transverse portion, handles formed . 
at the ends of the transverse portion, the 
free ends of the rod beyond said handles 
being coiled around the transverse portion 
and extended in a direction opposite to that 
of the handles to form legs. 

10. A head and h; 
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der supporter for 
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caskets comprising a body supporting mem- pivoted in axial alinement with the pivots 
ber and a head supporting member pivoted of the supporting members and adapted to 
thereto, coöperating portions on the two hold them in adjusted position. 
members adapted to operatively engage and THOMAS W. COUGHLIN. 

5 act as stops to determine the relative posi- Witnesses: 
tions of the membel's when the body mem- RUSSELL B. GRIFFITH, 
ber is elevated, and an elevating member FLORENCE E. FRANCIX. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D. C.' 

  


