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The present invention relates to new and useful im-
provements in advertising devices and more particularly
to means for mounting a sign on a conveyance such as
a vehicle for hire.

The principal object of my invention is to removably
support an advertising sign box on vehicles for hire.

Another object of the invention is to removably sup-
port a sign box, containing electrical illuminating means,
without the employment of tools.

Another object of the invention is to provide a flanged
top base permanently secured to the top of a taxicab for
slidably receiving and securing thereon a flanged support
for a translucent or transparent lamp box having electrical
connections for illuminating means in the box.

Other objects of the invention are to provide a lamp
box support of durable, simple construction, is easy to in-
stall, reliable in use and inexpensive to manufacture.

All of the foregoing and still further objects and ad-
vantages of the inventior will become apparent from a
study of the following detailed description taken in com-
nection with the accompanying drawings wherein:

' ‘Figure 1 is a fragmentary perspective view of a vehicle
with the invention mounted thereon;

Figure 2 is a perspective view of the lamp box and sup-
porting base in disassembled relation;

Figure 3 is a fragmentary vertical transverse sectional
view of the invention;

Figure 4 is a fragmentary longitudinal sectional view
of the invention; and

Figure 5 is a perspective view of a modified form of
the supporting base.

Referring now to the drawings, in detail, it will be seen
that the reference character 1 designates an elongated
anchoring base of dielectric material substantially
T-shaped in transverse section. The base 1 is fixedly se-
cured to a supporting surface such as a vehicle top 2
through the medium of longitudinally spaced screws 3
and 4. The screw 4 is provided with a convex head as
shown in Figure 4 and serves as an electrical conductor
by being in contact with the metal top 2 of the vehicle.
Electrical energy from a battery in the vehicle is con-
ducted to 2 convex headed screw S5, which is insulated
from the metal top 2 by an insulator 6, through the medi-
um of a wire 7.
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The longitudinal flanges of the fixed T-shaped anchor- 0

ing base 1 slidably receive thereunder the inturned flanges
9 of a substantially U-shaped lamp box support 10.

2

The lamp box support 10 is secured by means of screws
or the like 11 to the bottom 12 of the lamp box 13 and
supports the lamp box 13 in an inclined position as shown
in Figure 3.

The lamp box 13 is constructed of transparent or trans-
lucent material and has mounted on the bottom 12 there-
of an incandescent lamp 14 connected by wires 15 to the
screw threaded posts 16.

Substantially U-shaped spring contact members 17 se-
cured to the bottom side of the bottom 12 of the lamp
box 13 by threaded posts 16, serve to conduct electric
current to the posts 16 from the two contacts 4 and 5.
The free ends of the contacts 17 are curved to conform
with the convex heads of the contacts 4 and 5 to insure
good contact,

The U-shaped lamp box support 10 has secured on its
bottom side at the corners thereof resilient buttons or
pads 18 to provide frictional contact with the metal top
2 and hold the lamp box 13 steady under vibrating con-
ditions.

Figure 5 shows a modified form of anchoring base
structure 19 wherein a flange 20 is provided to eliminate
the mecessity of the resilient buttons 18.

The operation of the device is thought to be manifest
but may be described as follows:

When the lamp box 13 is mounted, as shown in Fignre
4, current flows through the wire 7 to screw §, through
one spring contact 17, one post 16 and thence to the
incandescent lamp 14. The lamp 14 is grounded through
wire 15 to the other post 16, remaining spring contact 17,
to contact 4 then to the metal top 2 of the vehicle.

Although I have shown and described herein a preferred
embodiment of my invention it is to be definitely under-
stood that I do not desire to limit the structure and ap-
plication thereof, and that any change or changes may be
made in the structure and arrangement of the several parts
within the limits of the subjoined claim.

What is claimed is:

In a device of the character described, a support for a
lamp including a vehicle top, an anchoring T-shaped base
fixed on said vehicle top, conductors extending through
said vehicle top and fixed anchoring base, said conduc-
tors ending in a convex head, a U-shaped lamp support
having inturned flanges releasably engageable with said
T-shaped base, a lamp box including a bottom fixed on
said support, an incandescent lamp in said lamp box, con-
ductors extending through said bottom and connecting
said incandescent lamp to spring contact members
mounted under said bottom, the free ends of said spring
members being curved to conform with said convex heads,
and resilient pads fixed under said support for engage-
ment with said vehicle top.
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