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(57) Abstract: A frame generating section (20) of control
means (2) generates a frame having a predetermined time
length from sound data. A spectrum bias/power/pitch deriving
unit (21a) derives at least one of the bias of the spectrum
obtained by converting the sound data into a component on the
frequency axis, the power of the sound data, and the pitch of
the sound data. A variation amount deriving unit (21b) derives
the amount of variation of the value derived by the spectrum
bias/power/pitch deriving unit (21a) from that of the previous
frame. As the bias of the spectrum, the ratio of the first-order
autocorrelation function of the sound data to the zero-order
autocorrelation function there of is used. If the amount of
variation is judged to be a predetermined threshold or less, a
non-speech section detecting unit (22b) detects a non-speech
section including consecutive frames when the amount of
variation is judged to be a predetermined threshold or less and
when the number of consecutive frames is a predetermined one
or more. The section where the amount of variation is large
singly is excluded from the non-speech section. If the section
where the amount of variation is large singly is sandwiched
between two non-speech sections, the section is detected as a
non-speech section irrespective of the judgment.
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