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This invention relates to a building covering 
unit. More particularly, the invention relates 
to a building covering of the type comprising a 
rectangular base of composition or insulation 
board, such as "Celotex' or "Insulite,' having one 
face coated with a layer of waterproofing mate 
rial, such as asphalt, upon which is applied a 
layer of Surfacing material, Such as comminuted 
mineral granules or grit. The coated surface of 
the material is impressed or imprinted to simu 
late a plurality of building elements in predeter 
mined relation thereon. The units are commonly 
provided with ship-lap joints at their margins 
and are applied to a building in co-planar rela 
tion. The preferred use of the unit is for siding. 
The primary object of this invention is to pro 

Wide a building covering unit adapted to be ap 
plied in planar relation and to Sintilate thick butt 
or tapered shingles laid in overlapping relation. 
A further object is to provide a building cover 

ing unit adapted to be applied in a common plane 
With like units and having a novel arrangement 
for concealing the joints between abutting panels. 
A further object is to provide a building cover 

ing unit adapted to be applied in coplanar rela 
tion to like units and having a plurality of Shin 
gle Simulating faces Separated by Vertical shadow 
Simulating depressions which are of tapering 
form. With the major Width thereof at the lower 
end, Whereby a Simulation of tapering thick butt 
Overlapping shingles with increasing depth of 
grooves therebetween is obtained. 
A further object is to provide a building cover 

ing unit adapted to be applied in coplanar rela 
tion to like units wherein a simulation of shin- ; 
gles having wavy butt edges is obtained by means 
of Sinuous horizontally extending shadow Sinnu 
lating lines. 
A further object is to provide a building cover 

ing unit adapted to abut like units and simulat 
ing Over-lapping shingles having wavy butt edges 
outlined by sinuous shadow simulating lines, 
wherein the Straight joint line between abutting 
panels extends through said Shadow simulating 
lines to be concealed thereby. 
Other objects will be apparent from the de 

scription, drawing, and appended claims. 
In the drawing: 
Fig. 1 is a fragmentary elevational View of my 

improved units in operative applied relation. 
Fig. 2 is a face view of one of the unitS. 
Fig. 3 is an enlarged fragmentary detail eleva 

tional view illustrating the manner in which horr 
izontal joints between units are concealed. 
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Fig. 4 is a vertical sectional view taken on line 
4-4 of Fig. 2. 

Referring to the drawing, which illustrates one 
embodiment of the invention, the numeral O 
designates one of the siding units formed on a 
base of rigid composition board f, such as “Cel 
otex' or "Insulite.' Panel f is of rectangular 
form and is provided at one horizontal and one 
vertical edge with inset ship-lap flanges 2, and 
is undercut at 3 at the two opposite edges to 
provide complementary ship-lap flanges extend 
ing flush with the upper face of the panel f. 
It will be understood that the units O are adapt 
ed to be laid in abutting coplanar relation with 
ship-lap flanges 2 and f3 of abutting panels 
interfitting to provide a weather tight joint. A 
Suitable Water proofing and decorative coating 
4 is applied to one face of the panel . This 
water proofed coating 4 may be of any desired 
character but preferably comprises a coat of 
thermoplastic material such as asphalt, to which 
is applied a Surfacing layer of comminuted min 
eral granules or grit of the character well known 
in the art. The grit is pressed into the thermo 
plastic water proofing material to adhere there 
to, and to conceal said thermoplastic material, 
The coating 4 of the unit 0 has a plurality 

Of impressions formed therein to define areas 5 
Simulating the faces of structural elements. In 
this instance, the faces 5 are intended to sim 
ulate the faces of tapered or thick butt shingles 
laid in Overlapping relation. As best illustrated 
in Fig. 2, the impressions which outline the faces 
5 comprise a horizontally extending sinuous im 

pression 6 positioned substantially centrally of 
the face of Said panel, a plurality of staggered 
vertically extending impressions 7 extending 
from impression 6 to the top and bottom edges 
of the panel, and discontinuous impressions & 
at the upper and lower edges of the panel out 
lined by sinuous lines which merge with the 
edges of Said panel at spaced points. The im 
preSSions 7 are of tapered form with their great 
est width at their lower ends. The major width 
of the impressions is preferably equal to the 
Width of the impressions 6. It will be under 
Stood also that the impression f6 is of substan 
tially equal width throughout its length. Part 
impressions f9 are formed at the opposite ends of 
the panel and are adapted, when similar panels 
are abutted in cooperating relation, to form com 
posite impressions corresponding to the impres 
Sions . It will also be noted in Fig. 4 that the 
Side walls of the depressions 6 and 8 are ta 
pered and incline inwardly whereby said depres 
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Sions are narrower at their bases than at their 
mouths or at the plane of the granule coated 
surface of the side unit. 

Part faces 20 are formed at the ends of the 
upper course of shingle simulating faces. These 
part faces 20 may have a plurality of spaced 
vertical shadow forming impressions 2 of nar 
row width and of a length extending substan 
tially the height of the face. 
When units O are applied to a building in 

horizontal courses, with the units of adjacent 
courses in offset or staggered relation, a weather 
tight composite building covering is obtained. 
The faces 5 on said siding are arranged in ver 
tically staggered horizontally extending courses 
similar to the arrangement of shingles upon a 
wall or upon a roof. The opposite ends of the 
impressions 6 of each panel terminate at the 
same level, and consequently a continuous Sinu 
ous shadow line extending uninterrupted fron 
end to end of the building is provided when the 
panels are arranged in horizontal courses. 
"When the vertically adjoining panels are stag 

gered, the discontinuous impressions 8 are ar 
ranged in complementary relation for the pur 
pose of providing a composite continuous hori 
Zontal, sinuous, shadow simulating impression, 
as best illustrated in Fig. 3. This composite Sinu 
ous shadow line simulation is of the same Width 
and is generally complementary to the sinuous 
horizontal impression 6. The straight joint line 
between the abutting panels extends through 
said sinuous line and is effectively concealed 
thereby. 

It will be understood that the impressions 6, 
T, 8 and 9 are all preferably of Such chair 

acter that, in addition to providing a contOured 
effect to the faces of the panel, they also bear 
a different color. In the preferred form of the 
material, this is achieved by completely impress 
ing all of the granules within the thermoplastic 
waterproof layer to expose the color of said 
layer at said impressions. Inasmuch as Water 
proof material, such as asphalt, is usually dark 
or black in color, the impressions stand Out 
prominently. Also, it will readily be seen that 
the crevices existing between the edges of abut 
ting panels are completely concealed, when they 
occur within said impressions. The vertical joints 
of the constituent units 0 are also concealed 
by the impressions 9 at the lower portions at 
the ends of the panels. 
The part faces 20 of abutting panels are ar 

ranged in complementary relation to form a 
composite full face, and the vertical joint line 
between said panels extending therethrough is 
effectively concealed by means of the shadow 
simulating depressions 2 as is well understood 
in the art. If desired, shadow simulating grooves 
or impressions similar to impressions 2 may also 
be applied to Spaced selected or randon faces 
fully confined within the area of a panel, or all 
of the faces of a unit may have texture Simulat 
ing shadow creating impressions formed therein. 
The appearance of the improved units as a S 

sembled is illustrated in Fig. 1. The faces 5 
simulate the faces of shingles having thick butts 
and a sinuous or wavy butt edge, and sinuous 
lines 6 and 8 simulate shadows cast by the 
butts of such shingles. The tapering character 
of the vertical shadow impressions 7 between 
adjacent faces 5 simulates the shadow in a 
groove or Space between adjacent shingles and 
of increasing depth toward the lower or butt 
edges of the Simulated shingles. 
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2,835,493 
The primary advantage of this building unit 

is that the appearance of shingles is obtained 
by material which is easy to handle and apply, 
and which has insulating properties much su 
perior to any conventional type of shingle. The 
ease and simplicity of handling of the panels 
permits the siding material to be applied in 
much shorter time than individual shingles can 
be applied, and Consequently a substantial sav 
ing of time is effected. 

Also, an effective weatherproof joint between 
the constituent panels is afforded by the ship 
lap flanges 2 Without requiring overlapping and 
hence reducing the quantity of material required 
to cover any given area to a minimum. 

It will be understood that a large variety of 
designs may be provided in material of this 
character. Thus, instead of having faces which 
are of equal width throughout, it is possible to 
arrange the vertical impressions in random 
relation to give the appearance of shingles of 
Varying Widths. Also, if desired, the horizontal 
line 6 may be replaced by a plurality of stag 
gered impressions to give the effect of courses 
of shingles arranged out of true horizontal ar 
rangement in alternate relation to aligned 
courses. The character of the wavy edge of the 
shingle and its relation to impressions 7 may 
be varied as illustrated in Fig. 3, where the wavy 
Or sinuous effect is more pronounced than in the 
forms illustrated in Figs. 1 and 2. 

Also, it Will be understood that the coating 
applied to the material may constitute any water 
proof and decorative material, instead of the grit. 
and aSphalt type Specifically referred to above. 
While a shingle simulation of material of this 

character is preferred, it will also be understood 
that vertical impressions 7 and 9 may be en 
tirely omitted from each unit. In such a modified 
unit the horizontal impressions 6 and 8 will 
inpart the appearance of wavy edge wood siding. 
To conceal the vertical joints between abutting 
panels, narrow shallow impressions simulating 
WOOd graining and arranged to extend majorly 
horizontally but with vertically extending curved 
portions adjacent the panel edge may be pro 
Vided on the panels. 

I claim: 
1. A building covering unit adapted to be ap 

plied to a building in abutting coplanar relation 
to like units, comprising a rectangular panel of 
composition board having a waterproof decora 
tive face provided with a plurality of shadow sim 
ulating impressions outlining areas simulating the 
faces of structural elements, said impressions be 
ing Sinuous and extending horizontally interme 
diate the upper and lower edges of said panel, a 
plurality of Said impressions at the upper and 
lower edges of Said panel being defined by sinu 
OuS lines each merging with an edge of said panel 
at Spaced points, said last named impressions be 
ing adapted to be arranged in staggered relation 
to complementary impressions of an abutting 
panel to provide a sinuous shadow impression 
Complementary to said first-named impression. 

2. A building covering unit adapted to be ap 
plied to a building in abutting coplanar relation 
to like units, comprising a rectangular panel hav 
ing a decorative waterproof face provided with a 
plurality of aligned impressions at opposite edges, 
the impressions at each edge being defined by a 
Sinuous margin line merging with the panel edge 
at Spaced points, said impressions being adapted 
to be arranged in complementary relation to the 
impressions of an abutting panel to provide a 
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continuous sinuous impression in which the joint 
crevice between adjacent panels is concealed. 

3. A building covering unit adapted to be ap 
plied to a building in abutting coplanar relation 
to like units, comprising a rectangular panel, a 
layer of dark colored waterproofing material cov 
ering One face of said panel, and a layer of gran 
ular material of a lighter color covering said 
Waterproofing material, said coated panel face 
having a plurality of aligned impressions at oppo 
site edges exposing said Waterproofing material, 
the impressions at each edge being defined by a 
sinuous margin line merging with the panel edge 
at spaced points, said impression being adapted 
to be arranged in alternate relation to like in 
pressions of an abutting panel to provide a Con 
tinuous sinuous impression concealing the joint 
crevice between said abutting panels. 

4. A building covering unit adapted to be ap 
plied to a building in abutting coplanar relation 
to like units, comprising a rectangular panel hav 
ing a decorative exterior face provided with a 
plurality of shadow-simulating impressions out 
lining areas simulating the faces of tapered over 
lapped shingles, some of said impressions extend 
ing longitudinally of and at the edges and inter 
mediate portions of said panel, said edge longitu 
dinal impressions being defined by sinuous mar 
gins merging with the panel edges at Spaced 
points and adapted to be arranged in alternate 
relation to like impressions of abutting panels, the 
remaining impressions extending transversely of 
said panel and between adjacent longitudinal in 
pressionS. 

5. A building covering unit as defined in claim 
4, wherein said transverse impressions are of ta 
pered form with their greatest width at their 
lower ends to simulate spaces of progressively in 
creasing depth between adjacent shingles. 

6. A building covering unit adapted to be ap 
plied to a building in abutting coplanar relation 
to like units, comprising a rectangular panel hav 
ing a decorative exterior face provided with a 
plurality of shadow simulating impressions out 
lining areas simulating the faces of tapered Over 
lapping shingles, some of said impressions ex 
tending longitudinally of said panel to simulate 
the shadow cast by the butt edges of shingles, at 
least one of said longitudinal impressions ex 
tending along one longitudinal margin of said : 
panel to conceal the joint crevice between abut 
ting panels, the remaining impressions extending 
vertically between adjacent longitudinal impres 
sions and being of tapered form with the greatest 
width at their lower edges to simulate progres- ; 
sively increasing depth of space between adja 
cent shingles. 

7. A building covering unit as defined in claim 
6, wherein some of said vertical impressions ex 
tend along the vertical margins of said panel to 
conceal parts of the vertical joint crevices be 
tween abutting panels, part shingle faces ex 
tending to the remainder of Said panel edges and 
having narrow texture-simulating impressions 

3 
therein arranged to blend with and camouflage 
the vertical joint crevices intersecting the faces 
defined by Said abutting part faceS. 
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8. A building covering unit adapted to be ap 
plied to a building in abutting coplanar rela 
tion to like units, comprising a rectangular panel 
having a docorative exterior face provided with 
a plurality of shadow Simulating impressions 
outlining areas simulating the faces of tapered. 
overlapping shingles, said impressions including 
a plurality of vertical impressions of progressive 
ly increasing width from top to bottom to simu 
late a space of progressively increasing depth be 
tween adjacent shingles, and at least One hori 
zontal impression extending along a margin of 
the panel to simulate the shadow of the butt 
edge of a shingle. 

9. A building siding panel presenting shingle 
simulating portions spaced from each other, an 
edge of the exposed surface of Said panel at a 
portion only of said edge having a stripe for reg 
istration with a plain end of a shingle-simulat 
ing portion of a panel assembled with Said first 
referred-to panel. 

10. A building siding panel presenting Shin-. 
gle-simulating portions spaced from each other, 
an edge of the exposed Surface of Said panel 
having spaced apart stripes for registration with 
plain ends of spaced apart shingle-simulating 
portions of a panel assembled with said first-re 
ferred-to panel. 

11. A building siding panel presenting shingle 
simulating portions spaced from each other, an 
edge of the exposed surface of Said panel having 
spaced apart stripes for registration. With ends of 
spaced apart shingle-simulating portions of end 
to end disposed panels assembled with said first 
referred-to panel in staggered relation thereto. 

12. A building siding panel presenting shin 
gle-simulating portions spaced from each other, 
an edge of the exposed surface of said panel hav 
ing discontinuous impressions for register with 
the ends of shingle-simulating portions between 
similar discontinuous impressions of a panel as 
sembled with said first-referred-to panel. 

13. A building siding panel presenting shin 
gle-simulating portions spaced from each other, 
an edge of the exposed surface of said panel hav 
ing discontinuous impressions for registration 
with ends of shingle-simulating portions between 
like discontinuous edge impressions of end to 
end disposed panels assembled with Said first-re 
ferred-to panel in staggered relation thereto. 

14. Building siding comprising, in combina 
tion, an assembly of panels having shingle-simu 
lating portions spaced from each other, an edge 
of the exposed surface of one of Said panels at 
the joint between said panels, at a portion only 
of said edge, having an impression which regis 
ters with an end of one of the shingle-simulating 
portions of the other of said panels between Sim 
ilar edge impressions of the other panel. 

MARK DRINKAIL. 


