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A shelf extender (10) for use on shelves
(30), for example supermarket shelves, is
made from a sheet of plastic which has an
adhesive strip (14) and/or other attachment
means along a back edge thereof for securing
extender to the top surface of the shelf with
a front portion of the sheet projecting beyond
the front edge of the shelf. The front portion
of the sheet has fold-down tabs (28) which
engage the front edge of the.shelf to form
cantilever supports or buttresses for the sheet
when the sheet is under load. Fold-up strips
(20, 22) along the front and sides of the
sheet form a surrounding wall for the shelf
extender. B
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EHELF EXTENDER

'Background of the Invention o
This invention relates to a shelf extender

‘useful, for example, to increase the available display
5 area of a shelf in a supermarket, other store or point
of sale, to provide additional shelf space or to
highlight products which are on sale.
| Currently used shelf extenders are commonly made
of cardboard or metal, but cardboard is somewhat
10 difficult to use and metal is somewhat expensive and
permanent in nature. Accordingly, this invention
seeks to provide an improved shelf extender which is
- economical to manufacture, simple to ship and install,
versatile in its applications and sturdy in use.

15 Summary of the Invention ,
The invention provides a shelf extender for the

purposes indicated which is in the form of a die-cut
sheet of plastic (preferably PVC 30 mil. thick) having

‘attachment means along one edge for securing same to

- 20 the front portion of a shelf so that a main body panel

of the sheet extends or projects beyond the front edge

:cf the shelf and fold-down tab means on the main body

Hpanel to engage agalnst ‘the front edge of the shelf
when' the main body panel is icaded w1th merchandlsew

25 and thereby provide cantl-lever supports or buttresses

for the maln body panel. o '

The attachment means along the rear edge of the
shelf extender may comprise contact adhe51ve and/or
apertures to receive pins or plugs Wthh are 1nserted

30 therethrough and 1ntc corresponding apertures of a
shelf. For shelves without apertures, the contact
adhe51ve is used as the attachment means.,i’ : o

The sheet may have a fcld-up front and 51desk”



WO 95/19121 ” ' PCT/US95/00251

10

15

20

25

30

- -

which adhere together with adhe51ve tabs to form a
surround.

Other features and advantages of the invention
will become apparent from the following description
and claims read in conjunction with the attached

drawings. ' )

Brief Description of the Drawings
Figure 1 is a plan view of a plastic blank for a

shelf extender according to the invention,
‘ Figure 2 is a top perspective view of the blank
after a first folding operation‘to form the shelf
extender, | N

Figure 3 is a bottom perspective view of the
completed shelf extender,

Figure 4 is an enlarged top perspective view of
the shelf extender being attached to a supermarket

shelf, and

- Figure 5 is a side view of the attached shelf
extender and shelf.

Detailed Desctiption of the Invention

Figure 1 shows a die-cut blank 10 of plastic

- sheet, preferably PVC 30 mil. thick. The blank has.a .

rectangular main body panel 12 conveniently about nine
inches across and about six inches front to back.
Along the back edge of the blank on its lower surface
is a strlp of contact adhesive 14 (normally covered by
release paper) . Also along the back edge are

‘ngrouplngs of c1rcu1ar and dlamond-shaped apertures 16,
- 18 spaced at distances correspondlng to similar
‘apertures whlch are prov1ded along the front of

certaln dlsplay shelves.
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Along itsvfront-edge, the blank has a fold-up
strip 20 defined by a crease along the front of panel
12, and similar fold-up strips 22 are provided on the
side edges, the strips 22 are provided with fold-in
tabs 24 having contact adhesive 26 at the ends. The
body panel 12 has three triangular shaped fold-down
tabs 28 defined by cut-outs in the plastic sheet to

k,provide stabilizing supports or buttresses for the

shelf extender as will be described.
In use, the blank is folded as shown in Figures
2 and 3, so that strips 20, 22 are folded up and
secufed.together by the tabs 24, Figure 2, to form a
surround for the shelf extender and then tabs 28 are
pressed down, Figure 3 to complete the cohstruction.
For a shelf 30 (Figure 4) which has circular

apertures along the front and which is commonly

encountered in supermarkets, etc., the extender is
attached thereto by plugs or pins 32 frictionally
inserted - through the apertures 16 and the
corresponding shelf‘apertures. The spacing betwéen
the apertures 1b and the tabs 28 is such that the tabs

‘will engage against the front edge of the shelf as

seen in Figure 5 when merchandise is placed on the

‘panel 12 to form~canti-1ever~supportswor‘buttresses~

for the shelf extender. In the embodiment
illustrated, the front of the shelf is formed as a
price channel. ‘ ' k»
It will be ‘evident"that for shelves having
diamond-shaped apertures along thenfront, alsQ‘of'a
cbmmonly encountered type, the extender is attéched in

similar manner using apertures 18 for the pins or

plugs. For shelves with no apertures, the adhesive 14
is used for attaching the extender.  Thus, the
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invention provides a shelf extender well suited to
meeting the stated objects.

While only preferred embodiments of the_inVention

have been described herein in detail, the invention is

5 not limited thereby and modifications are possible

within the scope of the attached claims.




WO 95/19121 PCT/US95/00251

CIAIMS:

1. In combination with a product display shelf,

a shelf extender comprising a die cut plastic sheet

having a back edge and a front edge defining a main

5 body panel, attachment means along a back edge portion

of the sheet securing same to a top surface of the

shelf with a front portion of the body panel

projecting beyond a front edge of the shelf, and'tab‘

means projecting downwardly from said front portion of

- 10 ‘the‘body‘panél to engage against the front end of the

~ shelf and provide cantilever supports for the sheet
when said front portion is under load.

2. A combination as defined in claim 1 wherein
said tab means comprises fold-down tabs defined by
15 cut-outs in the sheet.

3. A combination as defined in claim 1 wherein
said attachment means comprises a‘strib-of contact
adhesive along the back edge portion of the sheet.

‘ 4. A combination as defined in claim 1 wherein
“wmee-o---20--said attachment means-comprises apertures in the sheet
aligned with corrésponding apertures in the shelf and

 pins received in the aligned apertures.

5. A combination as defined in claim 1
including upstanding walls along the front andnsides

25 - of the sheet formlng a surround for said front portlon ‘
‘of the body panel. ' |
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6. A blank of sheet plastic for ferming into a

shelf extender, said blank including a back edge

portion and a front edge portion defining a main body
panel therebetween, attachment means along the back
edge portion for securing the ‘sheet to the upper
surface of a shelf with a front portion of the sheet
projecting beyond a front edge of the shelf, and fold-
down tabs in said front portion defined by cut-outs in
the sheet for engaging against the front edge of the

shelf and providing cantilever supports for the front

edge portion under load.

7. . A blank defined in claim 6 wherein the

attachment means includes a strip of contact adhesive

along the back edge portion of the sheet.

8. A blank as defined in claim 6 wherein the
attachment means includes apertures in the sheet to

: recelve attachment pins.

9. A blank as: defihed in claim 6 including

fold-up strips along a front edge and sides of the
sheet with adhesive tabs for lowering said strips to

~form -a surround for~the~frontrportienfofuthe~shelfr~mv e
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