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To all whom it may concern:

Be it Imown that I, Grorez S. Carr, a
citizen of the United States, and resident of
Boston, county of Suffolk, Commonwealth
of Massachussets, have invented an Im-
provement in Collar Devices for Dogs and
other Animals, of which the following de-
scription, in connection with the accompany-
ing drawings, is a specification, like char-
acters on the drawings representing like
parts in each of the several views.

This invention relates to devices for use
with collars and harness of dogs or other
animals to couple the ends thereof together.
One important object ¢f the invention is
to provide a coupling device of this char-
acter for dog collars and the like capable of
being quickly and easily attached without
the use of any separate buckles, padlocks or
like instrumentalities. A further object is
to provide an improved coupling device of
the character stated having associated there-
with provision for holding a name or license
plate removably and reversibly, and in a
manner so that said plate is locked in place
automatically when the. coupling is locked,
and only released for removal upon opening
the coupling. A still further object is to
provide a coupling device having associated
therewith a reservoir for holding germicide
or disinfectant in a manner so that the con-
tents thereof are given out gradually as
required for.use; such reservoir being also
locked automatically in place when the cou-
pling is locked and removable only upon
opening the coupling. In accordance with
a further feature of my improved construc-
tion the coupling device is so constituted
that it will not stay closed or in operative
position at all unless it is securely locked
for holding the collar in place and the asso-
ciated elements assembled therewith. The
foregoing and other objects and advantages
of the invention will more fully appear from
the following detailed description, and the

distinctive features of novelty will be point-

ed out in the appended claims.

Referring to the drawings:

Figure 1 is an enlarged plan view show-
ing a coupling ‘constructed in accordance
with my invention;

- Fig. 2 is a transverse section on line 2—92
of Fig. 1; .

- Fig. 8 13 a lengthwise section on line 3—3
of Fig. 15

Hig. 4 is a plan view of the device ap-

proximately actual sizs; :
~Fig. 5 is a plan view similar to Fig. 4 but

illustrating the capability of the reversal
of the name or license plate; and

Fig. 6 is an end view of the germicide
reservoir with its attaching clip removed,

The housing or frame work of the device
is indicated at 10 rectangular in outline, and
preferably made of a one-piece stamping,
the bottom of this housing beidg curved as
shown at 11 in general conformity with
the curve of the collar in use. This housing
has pivoted thereto at its upper rear corner
as by means of a pintle 12 a cover 13, the
pintle 12 as shown having mounted thereon
a coil spring 14, the ends of which react
against said cover tending to cause the cover
to swing open when released from its lock
as later described. The cover 13 has fixed
centrally thereto a stud 15, this stud being
shown as a separate element riveted to the
cover, though this is merely illustrative. As
shown also the stud 15 is formed with a
flange 16 adapted to clamp between it and
the cover a stout leaf spring 17, the opposite

~ends of which are formed with eyes 18

adapted to press against and hold together
in assembled relation the two ends C, C’
of the collar. It will be noted that the leaf
spring 17 thus pressing against the collar
ends will of itself tend to throw the cover
open, and hence the separate coil spring 14
may be dispensed with if desired and the
leaf spririg 17 only used, or on the other
hand the leaf spring 17 may be dispensed
with snd the spring 14 only used. The ends
G, €’ of the collar extend through openings
19 at the ends of the housirg, these openings
being provided by cutting away the end
bars 20 of the housing sufficiently o afford
clearance for these collar ends. The hous-
ing 10 has fized at the rear thereof a block
21 equipped with a leash ring 22 and it has
removably fitted ab the front thereof a res-
ervoir 23 adapted to contain germicide or
disinfectant either in liguid or powdered

form. This reservoir is shown as cylindri-

cal in section with a filling opening closed
by a screw cap 24 and with s number of
small holes 25 for delivering the germicide,
these Licles being as shown equipped with
small wicks for use when germicide in liquid
form is vsed. The reserveoir 28 is carried
by a clip 26 ben} to elip over and embrace
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the front wall of the housing and having
also an inwardly projecting portion 27 ex-
tending over the bottom of the housing.
The front wall of the housing is formed
with a ledge 28 at the lengthwise center of
its top to be engaged by a movable lock
tongue 29 carried by the cover, an inter-
mediate portion of the reservoir holding clip
96 being cut away as seen at 30 to permitb
this locking ledge to project therethrough.
The locking tongue 29 is formed on a lock
head 31 held %o slide in the cover and yield-
ingly pressed forward by a spring 32 mount-
od on the cover. The lock head 81 is formed
with a key receiving opening 33 eccentric
with reference to a key opening 34 through
the cover so that upon the insertion of a
suitable key through said opening, the lock-
ing tongue 29 may be withdrawn and the
cover swung back. - :

" Yn accordance with one important feature
of my invention the cover 13 is equipped

with flange clips at its ends adapted to re-.

ceive and hold a name or license plate 35.
These clips permit such license plate to be
glid in from the front when the cover 1y
opened, but the inner ends thereot are bent
down as seen ab 36, to prevent such plate
from being slipped out from the inner side
of the cover. These plates 85 being dat ave
reversible so that they may be slipped inte
the holding clips 87 with either side thereot
exposed, thus permitting the use of a plate
with the proper license number on both
sides, and the permanent residence address
of the owner on one side, while a sumumer
address or other temporary address may be
carried on the other side of such plate. Thus
as seen in Fig. 4 the plate 85 is turned so
) that the permanent address of the owner is
exposed, while in Fig. b its reverse side
shows the summer address of the owner.
Tor codperation with the stud 15 of the
cover the bottom of the housing is formed
5 with a short stud collar 88 into which said
stud is adapted to fit, the extension 27 of the
reservoir holding clip having a hole 39 to
permit said collar to extend therethrough.
Tn accordance with a further feature of the
) invention, the locking down of the cover by
the engagement of the locking tongue 29
under the ledge 28, not only holds the fwo
ends of the collar secure in the coupling de-
vice but it also locks the reservoir from dis-
5 placement, and also locks the license or name
plate against possibility of displacement.
This results from the fact that when the
parts are assembled as described the exten-
sion 27 of the reservoir holding clip is held
0 underneath the collar ends and with the stud
38 projecting therethrough so that the reser-
voir cannot be displaced, and at the same
time the plate 85 is held against sliding ou
of the clips 87 by the top of the frout wall
5 of the housing and the clip 26 fitted there-
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