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"This invention relates to an absorbable support, and
more particularly concerns an improved protective pad
having provision for the insertion of a removable ab-
sorbent filler.

Up to now it has been difficult to provide a multiple
purpose protective pad which can be used either as a
coaster, trivet, or place mat. The usual forms of coasters,
trivets or place mats are so made that the substitution of
one for the other would be obviously inappropriate. In
addition, where an absorbent filler is used, as for exam-
ple in a coaster, the filler is form-fitted to the specific
shape of the coaster holder and there is little if any pro-
vision for using a range of filler sizes.

The present invention proposes to provide an improved
support which can be made in a variety of sizes to fulfill
a number of functions, such as serving as trivet, a place-
ment mat, a coaster, or other home furnishing protective
support.

It is therefore, a principal object of the present inven-
tion to provide a multi-purpose protective pad for furni-
ture or the like having provision for the retention of a re-
movable moisture absorbing filler, whereby the placement
of a wet glass or hot plate on said pad will not injure,
mar or otherwise adversely affect the supporting furniture
surface.

Another object of the present invention is to provide an
improved coaster comprising a moisture resistant outer
lining material and a moisture absorbent inner lining ma-
terial removably retained by the outer lining material,
wherein said coaster is adapted to conform substantially
to the supporting surface upon which it is placed.

Yet another object of the present invention is to provide
a combination coaster and trivet comprising an absorbent
insulating material removably carried in a moisture pro-
tective sheath.

Other objects, fixtures and advantages of the present
invention will be apparent to those skilled in the art from
the following detailed description, taken in conjunction
with the accompanying drawing in which:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view illustrating the use of the
absorbable support of the invention as a coaster;

FIG. 2 is an enlarged sectional view taken along line
2—2 of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a plan view of a modification, wherein the
support is of circular configuration; and

FIG. 4 is an enlarged sectional view taken along line
4—4 of FIG. 3 to show details of construction.

In accordance with the invention, it has been found
that highly suitable supporting pads for supporting drink-
ing glasses, hot plates, and a variety of other articles can
be made from a water-proof holder, united in the form of
a flexible receptacle with an absorbent pad removably and
insulatingly disposed in said flexible receptacle.

In FIG. 1 is illustrated a protective support or pad 16,
which embodies the features of the present invention in
the form of a coaster. For convenience the invention will
be described in terms of a coaster for supporting a drink-
ing glass, such as 12, shown in dotted outline. However,
it is to be understood that it is not intended to be re-
stricted thereby, since the invention is susceptible of other
uses, such as a trivet knee pad or a place mat.

The coaster 10 preferably comprises a generally rec-
tangular base or bottom 14 of flexible water-proof mate-
rial, such as a polyethylene sheet material, and an en-
closed flexible rectangular band, 16, in the form of a
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frame or border, of polyethylene sheet or the like, super-
imposed on said base sheet 14 with its outer edges in sub-
stantial registry with the outer edges of the base sheet.
As illustrated in FIG. 1, the band 16 is disposed in assem-
bly with the base 14 by a suitable means of securement,
such as stitching or heat sealing means along the dotted
line 8. The manner in which the band 16 is secured to
the base 14 is preferably by means of a continuous line of
heat sealing, but other methods of attachment may be
used such as spot or skip stitching or heat sealing, or
plural rows of stitching or heat sealing, or any suitable
combination thereof.

According to the present invention, the coaster is con-
structed to positively retain a filler of absorbent material,
such as a paper napkin or felt, or an insulating material
such as a cotton pad or the like, and to provide improved
means for retainably receiving a wide variety of such
fillers of varying dimensions and thicknesses. For this
purpose provision is made so that in securing the band 16
to the base sheet 14, there is a sufficient inner margin or
lip 2 for the insertion thereunder of the edges of a suitable
insert or filler 22, preferably made of an absorbent fab-
ric. These lips 20 are flexible and appear, as illustrated
in FIG. 2, in overlapping and comformable relation with
the outer margin of the filler 22. As a result of this con-
struction, each of the lips 28 constituting the inner margin
of the band 16 resiliently or flexibly retains its associated
filler 22 into engagement with the base 14. In essence,
the combination of the base 14 and the band 16 appear
as a collapsed or flattened plastic, waterproof receptacle
or protective sheath which can be manipulated or ex-
panded within the limits of flexibility to removably retain
the filler 22 and permit a major portion of the filler to be
exposed for engagement with a moist drinking vessel.
Suitably the filler is encased in an absorbent or porous
material 21 such as a textile fabric.

Facility in assembling the plastic receptacle and filler
therefor is afforded by out-turning the lips 20, one at a
time, and inserting the outer margin of the filler there-
under. By providing a relatively wide lip 2¢ there can
be a wider variety in the dimensions of the filler as well
as the thickness thereof.

Referring to FIGS. 1 and 2, it will be seen that the edges
of the base 14 and band 16 are straight edged, and that the
outer edges of the band 16 do not project beyond the
edges of the base 14. It should be understood, however,
the edges need not be in alignment with one another and
that any type of edging may be employed to enhance the
appearance of the coaster.

In FIG. 2, the means for securing the receptacle band
16 to the receptacle base 14 is illustrated as stitching 18a.
In FIG. 4, the securement of the receptacle parts is illus-
trated as heat sealing 185b.

In the modification shown in FIG. 3, the empty plastic
receptacle of the invention is shown in circular form which
comprises a circular base 24 and an annular band 26 heat
sealed thereto at 18b. The edges of the plastic receptacle
may be perforated or cut in any desired ornamental pat-
tern, a saw-toothed pattern 28 such as that made by pink-
ing shears being shown and illustrated herein. It will
be appreciated that in this modification, the filler (not
shown) will be of generally circular shape to be removably
retained under the retention flap of the band 26.

Upon the placement of a wet glass on the upwardly fac-
ing exposed surface of the filler 22, the moisture will be
absorbed by the filler, and will not drip or adhere to a
furniture surface because of the surrounding protective
sheath. After usage, the filler 22 may be readily re-
moved by lifting the retaining flap 20 and gently separat-
ing the filler from its protective sheath. The filler, if made
of washable material, such as cotton, may be washed,
dried, and reused as many times as desired.
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‘It will be appreciated that various forms of the absorba-
ble support may be similarly made; other than the rec-
tangular and circular forms illusirated herein. TFhus, the
absorbable support may be of any polygonal shape and
may have any suitable edgework thereon. In. addltlon,
although the protective sheath shown herein comprises a
base -sheet and a-retaining. flap, the protective sheath is
readily adapted to be made from one piece by suitable re-

. protect: a supporting surface.

(w2

verse. folding ‘of .the margins of the base sheet to form: -~

the retaining flap; if so desired.  Similarly, more than two
pieces of material may be used, if so desired.

An important advantage of the present invention resides’-
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useful in a number of applications where it is desired to
The protective sheath and
the absorbent insert complement and coact with one an-
other to produce a wide variety of desired effects. "

It will be understood that variations and modifications
may -be effected without departmg from the spirit "and
scope of the invention. . :

What is claimed is: :

An absorbable coaster comprlsmg a waterploof base
sheet, a flexible band united to said base sheet in super-
imposed relation to form a. plurality of plies therewith

~-.and adjacent to the peripheral-border thereof, means for

in the removable feature of absorbent filler 22, making it~

possible: to replace a filler when necessary, or.if conven-

ient to remove a-filler for cleamng and reuse it as many
" times as desired.

The -new absorbable ‘support: pr0v1des “a ‘convenient
means for using atfractive absorbent inserts; in' which the -

securing said'superimposed band-to said base sheet to form

--an inner flexible retaining flap on said band, and an insert

beauty of the insert is at all times exposed to view. By -

using inserts-having different colors or prints thereon, or
by using variously colored or decorated protective sheaths,
an endless number of decorative effects may be achieved.

From the above .description it will be seen -that: the
combination of a flexible waterproof sheath and an ab-
sorbent insert provides a novel absorbable support that is
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‘having its outer margin disposed-under the distended flap

for retention against said base sheet the remaining portion
thereof being exposed to function as.an absorbent.
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