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UNITED STATES 
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PATENT OFFICE. 

FRED HIRSH, OF NEW HAVEN, CONNECTICUT. 

CLASP. 

SRECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 783,039, dated February 21, 1905. 
Application filed April 20, 1904, Serial No. 204,027, 

To (177, whon, it mally concern: 
Beit known that I, FRED HIRSH, a citizen of 

the United States, residing in the city of New 
Haven, in the county of New Haven and State 
of Connecticut, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Clasps, of which the 
following is a specification. 
My invention relates to clasps or fasteners 

which are intended, primarily, to be attached 
to the waistband of a skirt, or pair of trousers 
and to clamp thereto the end of a band, by 
means of which the size of the waistband may be conveniently regulated; and it has for 
its object to provide a simple, strong, durable, 
and efficient clasp especially adapted to resist 
a lateral or sidewise strain. 
With these and other ends in view the said 

invention consists in certain novel features of 
construction and combination of parts, as here 
inafter fully described and claimed. 

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 
is a face or front view of my improved clasp; 
Fig. 2, a side view thereof; Fig. 3, a cross 
section on the line as a of Fig. 1: Fig. 4, a view 
of the clasp as applied to a waist-band for the 
purpose of regulating its length; and Figs. 5 
and 6, perspective views of a modified form of 
the clasp, showing it in open and closed or 
locked position, respectively. 

Similar reference characters refer to similar 
parts throughout the several figures. 
The clasp consists of two parts--a back or 

body portion 1, one end of which is curved 
up and back in U-shape form, and a front 
plate or clamping-arm 2, which is hinged at 
one end to the upper end of the body portion, 
as at 3. The swinging front plate is formed 
with two wings 44, which are bent inwardly 
at substantially right angles to the plane of 
the plate and serve as clamping-jaws, and in 
the modified form of clasp shown in Figs. 5 
and 6 this plate may also have at its free end 
a tongue which is curved around to form a 
spring-catch 5 to engage the curved end of 
the body portion and lock the two parts of 
the clasp together. The back is preferably 
provided with raised ribs 6 6, struck upon 
the inside and a little within or outside of the 

edges of the clamping-arms when the clasp 
is closed, or, what is their equivalent, with 
grooves 6", Figs. 5 and 6, struck down from 
the inside and immediately underneath the 
edges of the clamping-jaws. The back may 
also be provided with means, as the holes 77. 
by which it may be sewed or otherwise at 
tached to the waistband, if desired. 
8 is a transverse raised rib, which may be 

struck up on the inside of the back, and 8", 
Figs. 5 and 6, is an equivalent groove, which 
may be struck down from the inside of the 
back, if desired. 
The parts of the clasp are made from sheet 

metal or of any other suitable material, and 
each may be stamped out and shaped by a sin 
gle operation of suitable dies. 
The device is simple, easily and cheaply 

manufactured, strong and durable, and its 
lateral clamping-jaws render it exceedingly 
efficient in binding together parts the strain 
of which is from the sides rather than the 
ends of the clasp. 
What I claim as new, and desire to secure 

by Letters Patent, is 
1. A clasp or fastener consisting of a back 

or body portion one end of which is curved up 
and back and a front plate hinged at one end 
to the upper end of the body portion, the said 
front plate provided with lateral wings which 
are bent inwardly at right angles to form 
clamping-jaws, substantially as described. 

2. A clasp or fastener consisting of a back 
or body portion curved up and back at one 
end and a front plate hinged at one end to the 
upper end of the body portion, the said front 
plate provided with lateral clamping-jaws the 
edges of which coöperate with parts struck 
out from the said body portion, substantially 
as described. 

3. A clasp or fastener consisting of a back 
or body portion curved up and back at one 
end and a front plate hinged at one end to the 
upper end of the body portion and provided 
with lateral clamping-jaws and an end catch, 
substantially as described. 

4. A clasp or fastener consisting of a back 
or body portion curved up and back at one 
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end and a front plate hinged at one end to the In testimony whereof I have hereunto af 
upper end of the body portion, the said front fixed my signature in presence of two Wit 
plate provided with lateral clamping-jaws the nesses. 
outer ends of which extend back when the 

5 clasp is closed beyond the plane passing Witnesses: 
through the hinge perpendicular to the back R. S. ROUNDS, 
or body portion, substantially as described. WM. B. WHITNEY. 

FRED HIRSH. 

  


