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To a Luhon, it aggy conce77. 
Be it known that I, ANDREW HERMAN, of 

Cheyenne, in the county of Laramie and State 
of Wyoming, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Tools for Finishing 
Boots or Shoes; and I do hereby declare the 
following to be a full, clear, and exact de 
scription of the in Vention, such as will enable 
others skilled in the art to which it apper 
tains to make and use the same. 
This invention relates to certain new and 

useful improvements in tools for finishing 
boots and shoes. 
In the half-soling of boots and shoes it is 

usually desirable after the new sole has been 
secured in position to rasp or scrape the sur 
face thereof near the edge in such manner as 
to form a border from one-quarter to three 
quarters of an inch wide, whereby the same 
presents a more finished appearance than 
Would otherwise be the case. 

It is the object of the present invention to 
accomplish this result, and to that end I em 
ploy a handle or carrier provided with shoul 
ders or guiding edges and arranged to hold a 
scraping or rasping tool in such position as to 
act upon the surface of the leather when 
moved backward and forward, scraping and 
filing the edges of the sole to a full finish. 
The invention will be hereinafter fully set 

forth, and particularly pointed out in the 
claim. 
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is 

a view in side elevation illustrating my in 
vention. Fig. 2 is a transverse sectional view 
on line 22, Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a detail view of 
the scraping-tool. 

Referring to the drawings, A designates a 
handle or carrier provided with a lower elon 
gated head a of approximately-elliptical 
form in plan, and having a longitudinal slot 
or recess C, in which is designed to fit the 
edge of a scraping-tool B. The lower edges of 
the head C, adjacent the slot or recessa, are 
On different planes and form guiding-shoul 
ders b b', the latter projecting a short distance 
below the former. Set-screws C, working in 
the handle or carrier, engage opposite sides 

ment thereof while in use, said set-screWS be 
ing on different vertical planes. 
The scraping-tool B is formed of a fiat ap 

proximately-rectangular piece of metal hav 
ing a file-surfaced and a rasp-surfaced on 
each side, making in all two files and tWO 
rasps. Each file-surface d is wider than the 
rasp-surfaced, and the two are separated by 
a groove or depression d’. The teeth of the 
files are cut so as to run in one direction and 
the teeth of the rasps to run in the opposite 
direction, so that when the tool is reversed in 
the handle or carrier the teeth thereof, whether 
file or rasp, will always run forward. 
In practice the tool B is placed in the slot or 

recess a of the handle or carrier, one of the 
file-faces dresting against the Wall of said re 
cess adjacent the shoulder b'. Each shoul 
der comes flush with the groove d°, the latter 
serving as a gage or guide in positioning the 
tool B. The set-screws C are then screwed 
home to engage the opposite sides of said tool. 
The projecting file-face d is then placed on 
the surface of the sole, the shoulderb resting 
against the edge of the latter. and serving to 
guide the tool in its movement. The work is 
finished off by reversing the tool and repeat 
ing the operation with the projecting rasping 
face d', the edge or shoulderb' serving as the 
guide in this instance. 
The advantages of my invention are appar 

ent to those skillied in the art to which it ap 
pertains. It will be particularly observed 
that while I have described a specific form of 
scraping-tool, yet it is obvious that the Ordi 
nary shoemaker's rasp may be employed in 
lieu thereof, or in lieu of forming the scrap 
ing-tool with file and rasping surfaces said 
surfaces may be provided with either file 
teeth or rasping-teeth alone, as desired. The 
form of scraping-tool described, however, has 
many practical advantages which are appar 
ent. It will be further noted that by form 
ing the shoulders on different planes a tool is 
provided by means of which borders of dif 
ferent widths may be made upon the shoe-sole. 
Where the ordinary rasp is used, this may be 
accomplished by simply reversing the handle, 

of the scraping-tool B and prevent displace- while where the tool herein described is em 
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656,290 
ployed the same object is accomplished by tool located in said slot and having each of 
reversing the tool. its faces provided with a filing and a scrap- 15 
A further advantage of my improved scrap-ing surface of different widths and separated 

ing-tool is that the same may be reversed by a groove or depression, and binding-screws 
5 either end for end or edge for edge, as desired. working in opposite sides of said head and 

I claim as my invention- engaging said tool, substantially as set forth. 
A tool for finishing boots and shoes com- In testimony whereof I have signed this 20 

prising a handle having a lower elongated specification in the presence of two subscrib 
head of approximately-elliptical form and ing witnesses. 

Io provided with lowerbearing-shouldersformed ANDREW HERMAN. 
on different planes, a longitudinal slot being Witnesses: 
formed in the bottom of said head intermedi- H. WALDO MOORE, 
ate of said shoulders, a reversible scraping- ANDREW P. SWAIMAN. 


