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celeration (tG) during an EV—-HEV mode switch request (S11) is large
(S13), a mode switch is executed between engine startup (S14) and clutch
engagement (S15-S17), and the large requested acceleration (tG) can be
achieved by the torque-increasing action of a torque converter due to the
torque converter being kept in a converter state during EV travel. When the
requested acceleration (tG) is small (S13), a mode switch is executed
between engine startup (S21) and clutch engagement (S23-S25), but the
torque converter is switched from the converter state to a lockup state (S22)
at the same time that clutch engagement is initiated (S22). Consequently, al-
though the requested acceleration (tG) is small, the torque converter is no
longer needlessly in a state of slipping, and worsening of engine fuel con-
sumption can be prevented.
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