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This invention relates to a curling device for retaining
natural hair on the head of a user in curled condition
while avoiding the customary unsightly appearance at-
tending the use of curlers.

It is among the objects of the present invention to pro-
vide a curling device which, while in use, produces a
_ pleasing appearance to such an extent that casual ob-

servation will not reveal the fact that curlers are in use.’

A curling device for retaining natural hair in curled
condition on the head of a person in accordance with the
present invention comprises natural hair engaging means
having portions adapted to lie adjacent and remote re-
spectively, relative to the head of the person, a curled
body of hair for obscuring the remote portions of the en-
gaging means, and means retaining the curled body of
hair in obscuring position relative to the engaging means.
The curling device may comprise a roller and a clamping
member embracing the roller for securing the natural
hair on the roller. Such clamping member is preferably
resilient and may assume the form of a split sleeve. The
clamping member may be pivotally connected to the
roller. The curled body of hair may be human hair.
The retaining means may include adhesive material and/
or stitching, and preferably, the curled body of hair will
substantially match the natural hair of the person.

A more complete understanding of the invention will
follow a description of the accompanying drawing where-
in: .

FIG. 1 is a perspective view depicting the invention as
embodied in one type of curler;

FIG. 2 is a front elevation of the components of FIG.
1 shown in assembled relationship;

FIG. 3 is an elevation of another type of curler, in ex-
tended position, embodying the present invention; and

FIG. 4 is an elevation of the curler of FIG. 3 shown
in contracted position. :

The hair curler depicted in FIGS. 1 and 2 comprises
a mandrel or roller 10 in the form of an open framework
terminating in annuli 12 bearing substantially radical lugs
14. This roller, of more or less conventional configura-
tion, is composed of a plastic material and is used by
wrapping the natural hair of the user about it. When
the hair of the user has been applied to the roller 10,
the split clamping sleeve 16 of suitable resilient material
such as plastic material is expanded sufficiently to snap
into place about the roller 10 and the hair wrapped there-
about, whereupon the sleeve 16 will contract due to its
inherent resiliency and clamp the coiled hair about the
roller. The sleeve 16, shown as assuming the form of an
open framework is of such length that it will be retained
in position by the lugs 14 on the opposite ends of the
roller 10 after the sleeve has been applied to the roller.
The axial edges 18 of the sleeve define the slot through
which the roller 10 is received. In use, the slot portion
of the sleeve will be adjacent to the head of the user so
that the continuous portion of the sleeve will be exposed
remote from the head of the -user. Secured to one of
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the axial edges 18 of the sleeve by means of stitching 20
or adhesive, or both, there is a body of hair 22 in the

. form of one or more curls which will obscure the sleeve
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in its position on the head of the user and will likewise

- obscure the roller 10 on which the natural hair of the

user has been wound. Accordingly, when one or more
curlers are in use, they will not be perceptible to the
casual observer and will create a very pleasing appear-
ance, as though no extraneous materials were present on
the head of the user. The manner in which the device
is obscured will be evident from the elevation shown in
FIG. 2, where only the body of hair secured to the sleeve
16 will be apparent.

The invention has been illustrated as applied to an-
other type of curler in FIGS. 3 and 4. In this case, the
roller 26 is formed of a sponge material mounted on a
rod 28 of plastic material having an exposed end 30 serv-
ing as a latching element for cooperation with a comple-
mentary latching element 32 formed integral with a re-
silient frame 34 pivotally related to the shaft 28. In
this case, a body of hair 36 is secured to the upper arm
38 of the frame 34 by suitable adhesive material and/or
stitching. When the natural hair of the user has been
wound about the roller 26, the resilient frame 34 will be
pivoted to its closed position so as to interrelate the latch
elements 30 and 32 and thereby retain the curled natural
hair in the desired condition. As depicted in FIG. 4,
when the device has been contracted to so retain the
natural hair in position, the body of hair 36 completely
obscures the curler itself. .

The body of hair 22 of FIGS. 1 and 2, and 36 of FIGS.
3 and 4 may be human hair that will match the natural
hair of the user. On the other hand, for ornamental
purposes, these bodies of hair may vary in appearance
from the natural hair undergoing the curling operation.

‘Whereas only two forms of curlers have been illus-
trated and described, it will be understood by those
skilled in the art that the appended claims contemplate
other embodiments involving curlers of other types.

I claim:

1. A curling device for retaining natural hair in curled
condition on the head of a person comprising a mandrel
on which the natural hair of a person is adapted to be
wrapped, said mandrel having portions adapted to lie
adjacent and remote respectively, relative to the head of
the person, clamping means for securing the wrapped
natural hair of the person on said mandrel, and a body
of hair attached to said clamping means for obscuring
said remote portions of said mandrel and said clamping
means, ‘

2. A curling device according to ¢laim 1 wherein said
mandrel comprises a roller and said clamping means
embraces said roller for securing said natural hair on
said roller.

3. A curling device according to claim 1 wherein said
body is composed of human hair.

4. A curling device according to claim 1 including ad-
hesive material attaching said body of hair to said clamp-
ing means.

5. A curling device according to claim 1 including
stitching attaching said body of hair to said clamping
means. :

6. A curling device according to claim 1 wherein said
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