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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
EMILE FRANCKAERTS, OF SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA. 

...: GARBAGE-CAN. 

1,30,503. 

To all uhom it may concern; 
Beit known that I, EMILE FRANCRAERTs, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
San Francisco, in the county of San Fran 
cisco and State of California, have invented 
a new and useful Improvement in Garbage 
Cans, of which the following is a specifica 
tion. 
This invention relates to refuse recepta 

cles, and more particularly to an improved 
garbage can. a 
One of the principal objects of the inven 

tion is to provide an improved garbage can 
which will be extremely sanitary, and which 
may be easily filled and emptied. 
Another object of the invention is to pro 

vide a garbage can having a foot operable 
chite which may be opened to allow filling 
of the can, the mechanism for operating the 
chute being inclosed in a removable hous 
ing where it is protected from the elements 
and the contents of the can, and where it 
may be uncovered by removal of the housing 
When it is desired to repair the mechanism. 
A further object of the invention is to 

provide an improved garbage can of the 
class described, which will be simple, dura 
ble, efficient in operation, inexpensive to 
manufacture, and which will be extremely 
Sanitary. - 

With these and other objects in view 
which will become apparent as the de 
Scription proceeds, the invention resides in 
the construction, combination and arrange 
ment of parts hereinafter more fully de 
scribed and claimed, and illustrated in the 
accompanying drawings, in which like char 
acters of reference indicate like parts 
throughout the several figures, of which: 

Figure 1 represents a perspective view of 
the can. Fig.2 represents a horizontal view 
taken on the plane indicated by the line 2-2 
of Fig. 1. Fig. 3 represents a vertical cen 
tral sectional view taken through the can. 
Fig. 4 represents a horizontal fragmentary 
sectional view taken on the plane indicated 
by the line 4-4 of Fig. 1. Fig. 5 represents 
a fragmentary side elevational view of the 
top portion of the can, the lid being open. 
Fig.6 represents a fragmentary detail ver 
tically transverse sectional view taken on the 
plane indicated by line 6-6 of Fig. 2, and 
Fig. 7 indicates a detail perspective view 
taken from the inside of the can and look 
ing at the lower end of the guide strip se 
cured to the side wall. 
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Referring more particularly to the draw 
ings, the can includes a flat bottom 5, a front 
Wall 6, a rear wall 7, and side walls 8, said 
side Walls at their upper edges being bev 
eled rearwardly. A cover 9 is hinged as at 
10 to the upper portion of the front wall, 
and is provided with side flanges 11 over 
hanging the sides of the can, and said cover 
at its rear edge overhangs the rear wall 7 
of the can and is provided with a keeper 12 
adapted to engage the upper beaded edge 13 
of the rear wall, for normally maintaining 
the cover in closed position over the can. 
The can is supported upon corner legs 14 
Which form extensions of the angle irons 15 
binding the edges of the can. Handles 16 
are provided on the side walls by means of 
which the can may be readily carried from 
place to place. 
The upper portion of the front wall is 

provided with an opening adapted to be 
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closed by rectangular metal plate 17, hinged 
at 18 to the front wall, said plate having 
its ends provided with substantially sector 
shaped guard plates. 19, which are formed 
integrally with plate 17, extending rear 
wardly therefrom, and disposed inwardly 
and parallel to the ends of the plates, leav 
ing end flanges 20 adapted to engage the 
ends of the opening in the front wall, said 
plates 19 when the plate 17 is in closed 
position extending through the opening into 
the interior of the can. A depending flange 
20 on the lower edge of the plate 17 bridges 
the lower edge of the opening. The plate 17 
together with guard plates 19 forms a chute 
through which, when in open position as 
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indicated in dotted lines in Fig. 3, refuse 
may be directed into the can. One of the guard plates extends into a 
housing secured within the can to the ad jacent side wall 8, said housing including 
a side 21, bottom 22 and rear wall 23, a . 

100 slot at 24 being left between the forward edge of side wall 21 and adjacent edge of 
the door opening, through which the guard 
plate works. 

95 

The mechanism by means of which, the 
chute may be opened by foot is connected 
to the opposite guard plate, and includes a 
link 25 swiveled at its upper end to the 
plate and at its lower end at 26 to the rear 
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end of a foot actuatable lever 27 which ex 
tends at 28 through an opening in the front 110 
wall near one edge thereof, and is bent to 
form a pedal 29, said lever 27 being pivoted 
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centrally upon an upright 80 secured to the 
bottom 5 near the adjacent side wall of the 
can. A coiled spring 81 connected at one 
end to lever 27 near its rear end, and at the 
other end to a lug 32 secured to the can 
bottom, acts to normally hold the rear end 
of lever 27 downwardly, and hence to main 
tain the chute in closed position. By press 
ing upon the pedal 29 the foot lever will be 
raised hence raising link 25 and opening 
the chute, as indicated in dotted lines in Fig. 3. 
Setired to the side wall adjacent the 

chute operating mechanism, is a strip. 88 
having a flange 34 formed on its rear edge, 
which provides a substantially ill-shaped slot 
35, and a similar strip 36 is secured to the 
front wall adjacent the mechanism, said 
strip being broken to allow for the door 
opening, and the purpose of strips 83 and 
36 is to slidably support a casing for pro 
tecting the chute operating mechanism and 
the guard plate to which that mechanism is 
attached, said housing comprising a plate 
3 having at its rear edge a right angularly 
extending flange 38 which has its free edge 
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s spring, jaw 46, is secured to front wall 6, 
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bent to provide a rearwardly extending . 
flange 39, said flange 39 and adjacent edge 
of fiange 38 adapted to slide within the 
shaped slot 35, the front edge of plate 8 . 
being provided with a right angular flange 
40 extending in an opposite direction from 
flange 38 and adapted to slide in the slot 4. 
provided in the front strip 36, as clearly 
shown in the drawings. Connecting the 
strips 33 and 36, is a flange which is pro 
vided on a plate 42 secured to the bottom 
of the can, said flange comprising a por 
tion .43 extending parallel and in spaced 
relation to the adjacent side wall 8, and a 
portion 44 extending at right-angles to por 
tion 43 and connecting the latter with strip 
33, and a fange 45 carried upon the lower 
end of the housing 3, is adapted to engage 
the flanges 43 and 44 to secure a tight joint. 
The upper ends of the housings which pro 
tect the guard plates and the operating 
mechanism, are closed. The housing for 
the mechanism, is removable as before stated 
so that when desirable the mechanism may 
be uncovered to be accessible for repair. A 
in position to engage a keeper 4 carried 
upon the rear edge of top 9 for maintaining 
the top in open position as indicated in 
Fig. 5, when so desired. - 
A receptacle constructed according to my 

invention, will be extremely sanitary since 
it will remain closed unless intentionally 
opened, and because the joints are tight so 
as to render the receptacle nearly air-tight, 
and it is extremely efficient in operation 
allowing the chute to be opened by the foot, 
so that both hands of the operator may 
be brought into use in filling the receptacle. 

s i.isc,508 

By opening the top the receptacle may be 
quickly and easily emptied of its contents. 
A further advantageous feature of the 

device is the fact that the mechanism is at 
all times thoroughly protected from the ele 
ments, and also from the contents of the 
can, so that danger of the parts becoming 
rusted or getting out of order is minimized 
It is desirable to form the receptacle of 

galvanized iron or similar sheet metal, but 
the material used in the construction of the 
can is optional. 

76 

Although I have described the preferred 
embodiment of my invention, may desire 
to make such changes in the construction, 
combination and arrangement of parts 
thereof, as do not depart from the spirit of 
the invention 
claims. 

H claim: 
i. A receptacle of the class described in 

cluding a flat bottom, side walls, a front, wall 
the upper edges of the side walls being 
beveled rearwardly, a top thinged to the 
front wall and provided with side fanges 
overhanging the sides of the can, and hay. 
ing a keeper provided near its rear edge, he 
upper edges of the can being beaded, said 
keeper adapted to engage the bead for nor 
mally maintaining the top in closed posi 
tion, a plate hinged to the front wall and 
adapted to normally close the opening 
therein, Substantially sector shaped guard 
plates carried by said plate and extending 
through the opening into the can, a housing 
for one of the guard plates, a foot operabie 
mechanism secured to the opposite guard 
plate whereby the closure plate may be 
opened at will, a housing for protecting said 
opposite guard plate and mechanism, and 
means for removably positioning as said 
housing within the receptacle. 

2. A receptacle of the class described hav 
ing its front wall provided with an opening, 
a plate hinged to the receptacle and adapted 
to normally close said opening, said plate 
provided near its ends with guard plates ex 
tending through the opening into the can 
said plate and guard plates forming a chata, 
a housing secured within the can for pro 
tecting one of the gu. 
mentioned plate extending into the housing, 
a foot operable mechanism connected to the 
other guard plate, said mechanism compris 
ing a link swiveied at one end to said other 
plate, a lever swiveled at one end to the 
opposite end of the link, an upright to 
which said lever is pivoted, a spring con 
nected at one end to the lever adjacent said. 
link and at the opposite end to the receptacle 
for normally holding the chute in closed. 
position said link, ever and uprigh; being. 
disposed within the receptacle said levels. 
tending through the opening in the Ecc35 

and the scope of the appended 

ard piates, said last 

having an opening therein, and a rear wall, 

fif ww. 

3.35 

  



5 

O 

5 

20 ' 

adapted to engage the grooves in the guide 

tacle and E. with a foot pedal, and a housing for protecting said opposite guard. 
plate and foot operable mechanism, and 
means for removably positioning the housing 
within the receptacle. 
ing a chute hingedly connected thereon for 
normally closing an opening in the recep 
tacle, a foot operable mechanism contained 
within the receptacle for operating the 
chute, a guide strip secured to one wall of 
the receptacle within the latter, said guide 
strip provided with a groove, a second guide 
strip secured to another wall of the recep 
tacle within the latter, and provided with a 
groove, and a housing for protecting the 
foot operable mechanism, said housing in 
cluding a strip having a flange formed on 
each longitudinal edge thereof and extend-. 
ing in opposite directions, said flanges 

1,180,608 
strips whereby the housing may be remov 
ably positioned within the receptacle. 

4. A receptacle of the class described hav 
ing an opening in one wall, a chute pivoted to the receptacle for normally closing the 

3. A receptacle of the class described hav opening, said chute including a closure 
plate and guard plates, a foot operable 
mechanism positioned within the receptacle 
and connected with one of the guard plates 
for operating the chute, means contained 
within the receptacle for protecting the foot 
operable mechanism and the plete to which 

tacle, and means for protecting the other 
guard plate. . . . . 

- EMILE FRANCKAERTs. 
Witnesses: 

B. O. HARVEY, 
A. C. UMEALt. 
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it is secured, means for removably position: 
ing the protecting means within the recept. 


