


United States Patent Office 3,719,340 
Patented Mar. 6?1973 

1 

3,719,340 
TREE STAND 

Ian F Norton Toronto Ontario Canada assigBor to 
Noma Lites Canada Limited Scarborough Ontario, 
Canada 

Filed Oct?7,1971?Ser No.187,387 
Iat Cl?A45g 33/2 

U.S. CI?248?48 S Claims 

ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
Thisinventionrelatestoaspidersupportforsupporting 

a standard having a central hub including a receptacle 
therein and a fence integral with and in spaced relation 
thereto The fence has spaced slots which receive re 
movablyinstallable anchors of spoke elements extending 
in radial relationto the hub; the hub and Spoke elements 
co-operatingto provide a rigid assembly. 

Theinvention relatesto a supportsuch asis frequently 
used as a base for supporting standards?e.g artificial 
Christmastrees?in upright Standing position. 
The support particularly visualized by the invention is 

of that category commonly referred to as “Spiders" in 
which a plurality ofspaced legs radiate in the manner of 
wheelspokes from a centralarbor or hub on orin which 
there may be engaged a post Such as a treetrunk. 
The support or spider more particularly visualized by 

theinventionis formed of parts which are disassemblable 
and re-assemblable forstorage and use reSpectively. 

It will be appreciated that to be effective a spider as 
herein contemplated requires to assume reasonably rigid 
characteristics when assembledin order thatit may there 
by be enabled to maintain the postin a relatively steady 
condition. In addition easy assembly and disassembly is 
also an obviously important desideratum of the contem 
plated spidersupports. 
However whether because of limited demand or limited 

utility the aforesaid desiderate were not ordinarily incor 
porated in prior devices particularly those designed to re 
tailat popular prices.Thatisto Say the said prior devices 
were either lacking the requisite rigidity or in the alter 
native were difficult to assemble and disassemble; having 
been deliberately renderedsoin an efortto achieve steadi 
ness by reducingtolerancesto tightentheinterfitting ofthe 
parts. 
The invention accordingly seeks to provide a spider 

support as described whichis relatively easy to assemble 
and disassemble which provides a Steady stable support 
when assembled and whose design permitsitto be manu 
facturedinexpensively?e.g.: of plastics. 

Otherwise stated an important object of the invention 
isto provide a Spider supportin a design which lends it 
self to construction of plastic material e.g.: Polyethylene, 
and whichis capable ofyielding an economical yet sturdy 
and smoothly functioning product comprising a hub and 
spoke elements which lend themselves to easy assembly 
as a spider support and are equally easily disassembled 
for storage: the spider in this assembled State providing 
sturdy and stable Support forits load, 

In a spider support in accordance with the invention, 
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2 
comprising a hub and spoke elements detachably attach 
ablein radial relation thereto the hub preferably includes 
inits construction a receptacle fora postas aforesaid; a 
fence surroundingsaid receptacle in Spacedrelation there 
to and spacedslots in said fence Intheirturn Said Spoke 
elements are preferably equippedwith anchors removably 
installable in said slots: abutments engaging Said fence 
when the anchors are installedin the slots and channels 
between the anchors and the abutments; the aforesaid 
slots presenting edges which are receivable in Said chan 
nels when the anchors are installed in the slots as afore 
said and which are clampable therein to impart Stability 
to the resultingstructure. 
The various objects of the invention both Stated and 

unstated will be clear from the following description of 
one embodiment thereof which has been selected and is 
illustrated in the annexed drawing by way of example 
only to bring outthe elements parts and principles con 
stituting the invention In the said drawing wherein like 
reference devicesidentify like parts throughout. 
FIG.1 is a perspective view of the present Support with 

aformalized tree Supported thereby; 
FIG 2 is a side elevationalview of a spoke; 
IFIG 3 is a sectional view along line 3-3 of FIG 5 

with a standard positioned in the receptacle; 
FIG.4 is a bottomplan view showing a spoke in posi 

tion on the hub and 
FIG.5is anisometric view of the hub with part of one 

spoke secured thereto and anotherinalignmentwith a slot 
in the hub for positioning. 
The nature of the present SpidersupportS andits func 

tion will be apparentfrom FIG?1 ofthe drawing wherein 
said spider Swill be seen to comprise a plurality?three, 
in this instance-of legelements hereinafter conveniently 
termed spokes R which radiate in the manner of wheel 
Spokes from a central hub H which is interengageable 
with poSt2 constitutedin this case by the trunk of an arti 
ficialtree T installed within a receptacle provided assaid 
hub H. 
Forthe purpose of subsequent description?Said hub H 

will be deemed to be in itsupright position in FIG.3 
whereby it will be observed thatreceptacle4aforesaidis 
provided with a floor 5through which post2 installedin 
receptacle4as aforesaidisfixed therein byascrew7. 

It will also be appreciated that receptacle 4 must have 
Suficient depth to provide reasonably secure accommoda 
tion for the lower end of the post 2installed therein In 
ordinary circumstances two orthreeinches will constitute 
Suficient depth forthis purpose;this being then also the 
general Overall height of the hub H. 

Said hub Hfurtherincludes afence 8 of relativelythin 
stockhavingawidth whichis alsocommensuratewith the 
?epth of the receptacle 4 and which surrounds the latter 
in Spaced and generally co-axial relation therewith Said 
fence 8 is also coterminous with the receptacle4andits 
upperedge isintegrally connected thereto by afillet10at 
the top of hub Hwhich forms abase orceiling asthe case 
? be for trench 12 between the receptacle and the 
6I1C6, 

Said fence 8 is provided with a number of axialslots 
14 in each of which a Spoke Ris installableinthe manner 
to be described Asshown eachsaidslot14 dependsfrom 






