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(54) Title: ELECTRONIC CARDS SYSTEMS AND METHODS

(57) Abstract: A system for sending cards and/or gifts to one or more entities using a computer network (see Fig.20) is provided.

& The system can include a computer network (See Fig.20) with at least one client computer (see Fig.20) and at least one server (see
Y p g p g

-+ Fig.20) connected to the network (see Fig.20). The at least one client computer (see Fig.20) can have a user interface with which

&= a user can input an entity-centric event date. The server (see Fig.20) can receive a signal from said client computer (see Fig.20)

& based on the user input of the event date. The server (see Fig.20) includes a time-from-event module that determines a non-yearly

=

event date after said event date. The client computer (see Fig.20) displays the non-yearly event date and provides means for a user
to purchase cards or gifts for an entity. In most preferred embodiments, the non-yearly event date is a month-from-birth date of
the individual. In some preferred embodiments, the electronic cards include combined advertisements contained within the display
regions of the electronic cards.
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searchable claims.
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BOX III. OBSERVATIONS WHERE UNITY OF INVENTION IS LACKING
This application contains the following inventions or groups of inventions which are not so linked as to form a single general inventive
concept under PCT Rule 13.1.

Group 1, Claims 1-6 and 26-31, drawn to a system for signaling a client regarding an event and the purchase of cards or gifts.

Group I, Claims 7-11, 23-25, and 32-35, drawn to a system for selecting and displaying an electronic card including an advertising
region.

Group 111, Claims 12-22, drawn to the incorporation of a selected advertisement into an electronic communication awarding valuable
consideration to the user for delivery.

The inventions listed as Groups I-III do not relate to a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 1 3.1 because, under PCT Rule
13.2, they lack the same or corresponding special technical features for the following reasons: The selection, purchasing, and
transmitting of electronic cards or gifts is not a special technical feature. The special technical features, if present, are the event
signaling, selecting and displaying a card with an advertising region, and in awarding consideration to a user for incorporating and
transmitting an advertisement. These are not in common and therefore are not linking claims between the Groups.
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