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(54) Title: STENT WITH COVER CONNECTORS

(57) Abstract: A stent suitable
for maintaining the patency of a
bodily lumen, generally comprising

i3

17 a tubular body configured to
/ facilitate connection of a cover
ol 22 thereto. A stent assembly of the

invention generally comprises a
stent having cover connectors in
contact with a cover to secure the
cover to a surface of the stent. The
invention also comprises methods of
securing a cover to a stent. In a first
embodiment, the cover connector
on an expandable tubular body has
a first section, a second section, and
a third section between the first and

i

second sections. The connector has an open configuration, and a closed configuration in which the first section has at least one
bend and the second section has at least one bend, so that the first and second sections are bent together and are directed towards
the third section there between. In a second embodiment, a cover connector is secured to an end of the expandable tubular body,
and is configured to fold from an open configuration to a closed configuration in which the connector extends toward a midpoint of
the tubular body between the first and second ends of the tubular body and contacts a cover located between the cover connector

and a surface of the stent, to secure the cover thereto.
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