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(57) Abstract

The present invention provides for a cap (10) for sealing a biological
sample tube for use in an automated analyzer. The cap comprises a skirt
portion (22) forming the side wall of the cap and having thread members (24)
on the interior surface of the side wall, the skirt portion having an open top
with an inwardly extending rim (26). The cap also includes a top portion
(30) of a flexible self-sealing elastomeric material sealed to the skirt portion
through engagement with the inwardly extending rim. The top portion may also
include an upwardly extending sealing surface (4'8) defining a cavity which may
be sealed against the external environment when the sealing surface contacts
a planar surface. The present invention also provides for a sample tube (12)
which has generally cylindrical side wall (14) with an open top (16) and bottom
and thread members (18) provided on the exterior of the side wall near the top.
The tube further has a cone-shaped sample holding divider (20) located in the
interior of the tube intermediate the top and bottom.
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Box 1 Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 1 of first sheet)

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

1. D Claims Nos.:

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. D Claims Nos.:

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such
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3. D Claims Nos.:

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).
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1. CLAIMS 1-8
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