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57 ABSTRACT 

An improved Stand for displaying merchandise is provided 
in a rack for displaying merchandise comprising, a bottom 
frame comprising; a front member; a pair of Side members, 
a display frame pivotally attached to the bottom frame 
wherein the display frame comprises; Side legs, two parallel 
Shelf arms pivotally attached to the Side legs; at least one 
cross-member attached to each shelf arm Such that the shelf 
arms remain parallel; at least one Swing Support attached to 
the shelf arm and the Side legs; at least one adjustable 
Support rotatably mounted to the bottom frame and rigidly 
attached to the display frame wherein the adjustable Support 
comprises, a tube; an elongated member Slidably mounted to 
the tube, a locking element for reversibly fixing the position 
of the elongated member relative to the tube. 

18 Claims, 6 Drawing Sheets 
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MULTIPLE CONFIGURATION PRODUCE 
STAND 

Matter enclosed in heavy brackets appears in the 
original patent but forms no part of this reissue specifi 
cation; matter printed in italics indicates the additions 
made by reissue. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates generally to an adjustable display 
rack for foodstuffs and the like. More specifically this 
invention relates to a display rack in which a variety of 
configurations can be employed without jeopardizing the 
Stability or Strength of the rack. 

The manner in which a product is displayed is a major 
factor in a consumerS Selection process. This places a 
particular burden on a retailer Since the appearance must be 
Visually appealing. Grocery retailers face a particular burden 
Since the produce displayed varies by Season and the amount 
of produce varies throughout the business day. There has 
been a long felt need in the art to provide a display table 
which can be altered easily. 

Safety is also a major concern for any busineSS and a 
retailer must always insure that display racks will not 
collapse or change positions inadvertently. The necessity for 
Visual appeal and Safety are frequently contradictory. 

Display racks are available which meet the needs of Safety 
as exemplified in U.S. Pat. No. 5,344,033, for example. 
Display racks of this type comprise a bin which can only be 
altered on one axis. This deficiency limits, the applicability 
to only those items which can be displayed on a flat rack, or 
to items which can be displayed on an incline. Merchandise 
must be placed in the bin and as the bin is tilted upward the 
merchandise has a tendency to Slide towards the bottom of 
the incline. As the bin is tilted upward the merchandise at the 
top of the bin rest on the merchandise at the bottom of the 
bin which often causes damage. This is particularly unde 
Sirable for Soft merchandise Such as tomatoes, oranges and 
Similar produce. Furthermore, the display racks of the prior 
art may only be adjusted in one parameter and there is no 
opportunity to alter the manner in which the items are, 
displayed except for the degree of incline. There is a need for 
a display rack which can comprise parallel shelves Such that 
items may be displayed on the parallel shelves. 

Display shelves with parallel shelves are available as 
exemplified in U.S. Pat. Nos. 2,883,064; 1,035,552; 1,827, 
776; 2,119,442 and 2,598,983. None of these display shelves 
provide for the advantage of also offering a Slanted bin 
which can be adjusted as the level of merchandise changes. 
Also the Spacing between shelves is either fixed by the 
manufacturer or the shelves must be removed and reinserted 
in a different location to obtain a different spacing between 
shelves. 
To date no single display rack is known to exist which can 

display items on a inclined bin with a variable angle as well 
as provide a manner for displaying items on adjustable 
parallel shelves and Still provide the Stability necessary. 
There has been a long felt need in the art for a display rack 
which can assume a variety of configurations as provided 
herein. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is an object of the present invention to provide a display 
Stand which can Serve a multitude of purposes. 

It is another object of the present invention to provide a 
display Stand which can display items on a shelf, a Slanted 
bin or either. 
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2 
Aparticular feature of the present invention is the Stability 

owing to the design. 
These and other features will be apparent from the 

description. Provided herein is a rack for displaying mer 
chandise comprising, a bottom frame comprising, a front 
member; a pair of Side members, a display frame pivotally 
attached to Said bottom frame wherein Said display frame 
comprises; Side legs; two parallel Shelf arms pivotally 
attached to Said Side legs; at least one croSS-member 
attached to each Said shelf arm Such that Said Shelf arms 
remain parallel; at least one Swing Support attached to Said 
Shelf arm and Said Side legs, at least one adjustable Support 
rotatably mounted to Said bottom frame and rigidly attached 
to Said display frame wherein Said adjustable Support com 
prises, a tube, an elongated member Slidably mounted to 
Said tube, a locking element for reversibly fixing the position 
of Said elongated member relative to Said tube. 

Aparticularly preferred embodiment is provided in Arack 
for displaying merchandise comprising; a bottom frame 
comprising; a front member; a pair of Side members, a 
display frame pivotally attached to Said bottom frame 
wherein Said display frame comprises: Side legs, two shelf 
arms pivotally attached to Said Side legs; at least one 
croSS-member attached to each said shelf arm Such that Said 
Shelf arms remain parallel; at least one discretely variable 
Swing Support attached to Said shelf arm and Said Side legs, 
at least one discretely adjustable Support rotatably mounted 
to Said bottom frame and rigidly attached to Said display 
frame wherein Said adjustable Support comprises, a tube 
comprising an alignment hole; an elongated member Slid 
ably mounted to Said tube wherein Said elongated member 
comprises a multiplicity of alignment holes, a locking 
element for reversibly engaging with one said adjustment 
hole of Said elongated member and Said alignment hole of 
Said tube. 

Yet another particularly preferred embodiment is pro 
Vided in A rack for displaying merchandise comprising; a 
bottom frame comprising, a front member; a pair of Side 
members, a display frame pivotally attached to Said bottom 
frame wherein Sad display frame comprises: Side legs; two 
Shelf arms pivotally attached to Said Side legs; at least one 
croSS-member attached to each said shelf arm Such that Said 
Shelf arms remain parallel; at least one continuously variable 
Swing Support attached to Said shelf arm and Said Side legs, 
at least one adjustable Support rotatably mounted to Said 
bottom frame and rigidly attached to Said display frame 
wherein Said adjustable Support comprises, a tube; an elon 
gated member slidably mounted to Said tube, a locking 
element for reversibly fixing the position of Said elongated 
member relative to said tube. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 shows a display rack of the present invention with 
discretely variable positioning. 

FIG. 2 shows a display rack of the present invention with 
continuously variable positioning. 
FIG.3 shows a partial view of a discretely variable Swing 

Support of the present invention. 
FIG. 4 shows a partial side view of a continuously 

variable Swing Support of the present invention. 
FIG. 5 shows a partial front view of a continuously 

variable Swing Support of the present invention. 
FIG. 6 shows a partial bottom view of a continuously 

variable Swing Support of the present invention. 
FIG. 7 shows an embodiment of the discretely adjustable 

Support member of the present invention. 
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FIG. 8 shows an embodiment of the continuously variable 
Support member of the present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

Throughout the following description similar elements 
are numbered accordingly. 

FIG. 1 shows a display rack of the present invention with 
discretely variable positioning. In FIG. 1, a bottom frame is 
defined by a front member, 1, a pair of Side members, 2, and 
a rear member, 3. Pivotally attached to the side member, 2, 
of the bottom frame is a display frame Suitable for displaying 
merchandise. The display frame is defined by a pair of Side 
legs, 4, which are independently attached to the side 
members, 2, by a pair of axles, 5. The display frame can 
pivot between two extremes. In one extreme the Side legs, 4, 
can be substantially parallel to the bottom frame such that 
the upper Surface, 6, of the Side legs are co-planar with the 
upper Surface of the Side members, 2. The Side legs, 4, are 
preferably between the side members, 2, when the bottom 
frame is all the way down as defined when the upper Surface 
of the Side legs, 6, and the Side members are co-planar. In the 
other extreme the Side legs, 4, can be Substantially perpen 
dicular to the side member, 2. Pivotally attached to the side 
legs, 4, by a shelf pivot, 7, is at least one shelf with each 
Shelf comprising a pair of parallel shelf arms, 8, and at least 
one shelf croSS-member, 9, perpendicular to and rigidly 
attached to the matching parallel shelf arms. A discretely 
variable Swing Support, 10, is attached between the outer 
extent of the shelf arm, 8, and the side legs, 4. The discretely 
variable Swing Supports, 10, are attached Such that the pair 
of Shelf arms, 8, may pivot in any position between two 
extreme positions. One position is parallel to the Side legs, 
4, and the other eXtreme position is perpendicular to the side 
legs. The discretely variable Swing Supports, 10, allow the 
angle between the shelf and the Side legs, 4, to be maintained 
at discrete intervals between the extreme positions as will be 
apparent. Extending downward from the bottom frame are 
legs, 11, with optional, and preferred wheels, 12. An 
optional, but preferred brace, 13, Spans between the legs for 
strength. Slidably attached to the front of the bottom frame 
is an optional eXtension. The extension comprises a pair of 
slides, one of which is shown at 16, which slide on a slide 
block, 17. When the extension is slid inward the front face, 
18, contacts the front member, 1. At least one slat 19, is 
attached to the upper surface of the slides to form a floor for 
the extension. A tube, 24, is attached to the bottom frame at 
either the side member, 2, or the brace, 13. The tube receives 
a discrete sliding member, 25, which is attached to the 
rearward portion of the Side legs, 4. The discrete sliding 
member, 25, slides within the tube, 24, as the display frame 
tilts. The discrete sliding member, 25, tube, 24 and pin, 28, 
work in concert to fix the position of the Side legs at a 
Selected position between the two extreme positions as will 
be apparent from the details below. 

FIG. 2 shows a display rack of the present invention 
comprising continuously variable positioning. In FIG. 2 the 
front member, 1, Side member, 2, rear member, 3, Side legs, 
4, axle, 5, shelf pivot, 7, shelf arms, 8, shelf cross-member, 
9, legs, 11, wheels, 12, brace, 13, slide, 16, slide block, 17, 
front face, 18, slat, 19, and tube, 24, are similar to those 
elements described in FIG. 1. Attached to the rearward 
portion of the Side legs, 4, is a continuously adjustable slide 
member, 34. The continuously adjustable slide member, 34, 
and threaded pin, 33, will be described in more detail. A 
continuously variable Swing arm, 14, connects to a tension 
bracket, 15, which is attached to the outer extent of the shelf 
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4 
arm, 8, and Side legs, 4. The continuously adjustable Slide 
member, 34, in combination with the continuously variable 
Swing arm, 14, allows the orientation of the shelves to be at 
any angle or Separation within the physical limits which are 
apparent from the description. 

FIG. 3 shows a detailed view of a discretely variable 
Swing Support of the present invention. In FIG. 3 the side 
leg, 4, shelf pivot, 7, shelf arm, 8, and shelf croSS-member, 
9, are similar to those elements shown in FIGS. 1 and 2. The 
discretely variable Swing Support comprises a slotted Swing 
arm, 40, pivotally attached to the Side leg, 4, by an axle, 41. 
The slotted Swing arm, 40, comprises a multiplicity of Slots, 
42, each of which are independently capable of engaging 
with a pin, 43. The slots, 42, are generally directed towards 
the shelf to insure that the pin is securely within the slot. 

FIGS. 4, 5 and 6 show different views of the mechanism 
for the continuously variable Swing Support of the present 
invention. FIG. 4 is a side view FIG. 5 is a frontal cutaway 
view and FIG. 6 is a bottom cutaway view. A tension 
bracket, 15, is attached to the bottom of the side leg, 4, with 
a bolt, 39. The bolt is inserted to insure that a gap, 38, is 
maintained between the Side leg, 4, and the tension bracket, 
15, as illustrated in FIG. 5. The continuously variable Swing 
arm, 14, is inserted into a hole, 37, in the tension bracket, 15. 
The hole, 37, is just larger than the continuously variable 
Swing arm, 14, and the same shape. When the shelf is lifted 
the continuously variable Swing arm, 14, rises thereby 
removing any pressure from the tension bracket, 15. When 
the tension bracket is perpendicular to the continuously 
variable Swing arm the continuously variable Swing arm 
moves freely in the hole, 37. When the shelf is at rest the 
weight forces the tension bracket to bind the continuously 
variable Swing arm within the hole, 37, thereby locking the 
tray in the orientation. AS more weight is added to the tray 
the continuously variable Swing arm is more tightly bound. 
The hole is preferably no more than 4 of an inch in diameter 
larger than the continuously variable Swing arm. More 
preferably the hole is no more than approximately /s inch in 
diameter larger than the continuously variable Swing arm. 

FIG. 7 shows one embodiment of a discretely adjustable 
Support member of the present invention. The discretely 
adjustable Support member comprises a finger, 21, Suitable 
for mating with a Substantially round Void, 22, in a bottom 
frame member, 23. The bottom frame member is preferably 
either the side member, 2, of FIG. 1, or the brace, 13, of FIG. 
1. Rigidly attached to the finger, 21, is a tube, 24, capable of 
accepting a discrete sliding member, 25, therein. The dis 
crete sliding member, 25, comprises a multiplicity of adjust 
ment holes, 26, each of which are capable of aligning with 
an alignment hole, 27, in the tube, 24. To change the length 
of the adjustable Support member, a predetermined adjust 
ment hole, 26, is aligned with the alignment hole, 27, and a 
pin, 28, is inserted through the pair of aligned holes. The 
upper extent of the discrete sliding member comprises a 
mounting bracket, 29, rotatably mounted to the discrete 
sliding member on an axle, 30. The mounting bracket, 29, 
preferably comprises a multiplicity of mounting holes, 31, 
for attachment to the Side leg. One advantage offered with 
the present invention is the Simplicity of operation and the 
rigidity of the adjustable Support member. The adjustable 
Support member can rotate on the axis defined by the finger, 
21, as shown by the arrows A and B. The mounting bracket, 
29, is also capable of rotating on the axis defined by the axle, 
30, as shown by the arrows C and D. As the adjustable 
Support member is lengthened the entire adjustable Support 
member rotates on the axis defined by the finger, 21, in the 
direction of arrow A and the mounting bracket, 29, rotates on 
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the axis defined by the axle, 30, in the direction of arrow C. 
It would be apparent to one skilled in the art that this allows 
the entire bin to be raised and lowered with minimal 
manipulation Since the only part of the adjustable Support 
member which must be manipulated is the pin, 28. 

FIG. 8 shows an embodiment of a continuously adjustable 
support member. In FIG. 8 the finger, 21, void, 22, bottom 
frame member, 23, tube, 24, mounting bracket, 29 and axle, 
30, are similar to the similarly numbered elements in FIG. 7. 
The tube, 24, comprises a threaded hole, 32. A similarly 
threaded pin, 33, mates with the threaded hole to abut 
against the continuously adjustable sliding member, 34, and 
retain the continuously adjustable Sliding member in place. 
The length of the adjustable Support member can be altered 
by twisting the threaded pin, 33, until it sufficiently disen 
gages with the continuously adjustable sliding member to 
allow free movement of the continuously adjustable member 
within the tube. The continuously adjustable sliding member 
is then moved to the desired position in the tube, the 
threaded pin is then twisted to abut against the continuously 
adjustable Sliding member. The mounting bracket, 29, is 
Secured to the Side member, 4, by attachment means, 36, 
Such as glue, Screws, nails, bolts and the like. 

The length of the croSS-member is preferably longer than 
the distance between the outer edges of the Side arms. It is 
most preferred that the croSS-members are of Sufficient 
length to rest on the Side members when the Side members 
and Side legs are parallel. 
The overall shape of the produce table is preferably 

rectangular or Square. Other shapes are considered within 
the teachings of the present invention including triangular, 
Semicircular, or multifaceted Such as expected from half of 
a hexagon, octagon or the like. The bottom frame and 
display frame may be of Substantially the Same shape or they 
may be of a different shape. Limitations on the combinations 
of shapes available would be apparent to one skilled in the 
art yet the constraints to be considered are limited to those 
combinations which allow for a pivotal attachment at the 
front and a Suitable mounting position for the adjustable 
Support member in the rearward portion of the produce 
Stand. 

The bottom frame is preferably a rectangle, or Square, as 
illustrated in the drawings. Also considered within the 
teachings of the present invention are frames which are 
shaped substantially like the letter “H”. While four sides are 
preferred it is considered within the teachings to employ a 
three sided frame and in fact this may be so preferred if 
weight is a concern for the intended application. The bottom 
frame members may be constructed from Wood, metal, 
plastic, hardened resin, graphite and the like and the mem 
berS may be Secured one to the other in any conventional 
method including, nails, Screws, bolts, glue, weld, rivet, 
framing brackets, or by common joining techniques Such as 
rabbet joints, tongue-and-groove joints and the like, as 
known in the art. 

The shelves are preferably rectangular or Square, as 
described above, yet other shapes are considered within the 
teachings of the present invention. 

It is preferable, but not necessary, for the produce Stand to 
have a multiplicity of legs. It is most preferable that the 
length of the legs be adjustable as known in the art and it is 
most preferred that the legs have wheels in which the 
rotation of the wheels are capable of being locked and 
released as known in the art. 

The finger may be unthreaded or threaded and preferably 
extends through the bottom frame member. To insure that 
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6 
the finger does not become dislodged from the bottom frame 
member a keeper is preferred Such as a “C” shaped Spring in 
a slot of the finger, a cotter pin, a threaded nut and the like. 
Axles are defined as a pivot joint as well known in the art. 

The axle may comprise a rod inserted through aligned holes 
in the two pieces which are pivotally connected. Each end of 
the rod may comprise a keeper Such as a cotter pin, “C”- 
shaped keeper, threaded nut and the like. Other types of axle 
joints are well known in the art. 

The tube may be Substantially Square, Substantially round 
or any other shape commonly employed for tubes. It is most 
preferred that the tube and sliding member are Substantially 
of the Same shape. 
The sliding member may slide on the inside of the tube, 

as illustrated in the drawings, or it may slide on the outside 
of the tube. If the sliding member slides on the outside of the 
tube it is most preferable that the croSS-Section of the sliding 
member be shaped substantially like the letter “C” to allow 
the finger to traverse the open side of the sliding member. It 
would be apparent to one skilled in the art that the tube may 
be solid when the sliding member is exterior thereto and that 
the sliding member may be solid when the tube is exterior 
thereto. The holes in the sliding member and tube preferably 
align at various increments and the inserted pin maintains 
the alignment. The pin may go completely through the tube 
and Sliding member or it may stop within the interior of the 
inner member. 
A threaded pin may be employed with, or without, asso 

ciated holes in the sliding member. When the sliding mem 
ber is exterior to the tube the threaded hole may be integral 
to the sliding member. 

Drawer brackets are well known in the art and many 
varieties are commercially available and Suitable for the 
invention described herein. Most desirable is a drawer 
bracket which comprises a pair of tracks mounted to both the 
drawer and the frame wherein the tracks are capable of 
Sliding one in the other. 

I claim: 
1. A rack for displaying merchandise comprising, 
a bottom frame comprising; 

a front member; 
a pair of Side members, 

a display frame pivotally attached to Said bottom frame 
wherein Said display frame comprises, 
Side legs, 
two parallel shelf arms pivotally attached to Said Side 

legs, 
at least one croSS-member attached to each of Said two 

Shelf arms Such that Said shelf arms remain parallel; 
at least one Swing Support attached to each of Said two 

Shelf arms and Said Side legs, 
at least one adjustable Support rotatably mounted to Said 

bottom frame and rigidly attached to Said display frame 
wherein Said adjustable Support comprises, 
a tube, 
an elongated member slidably mounted to Said tube; 
a locking element for reversibly fixing the position of 

Said elongated member relative to Said tube. 
2. The rack of claim 1 wherein Said Swing Support 

comprises a discretely adjustable Swing arm. 
3. The rack of claim 2 wherein said discretely adjustable 

Swing Support comprises, 
a discretely adjustable Swing arm pivotally attached to 

Said shelf arm where Said Swing Support comprises a 
multiplicity of slots, 

a pin attached to Said Side leg wherein Said pin is capable 
of engaging with Said slot of Said discretely adjustable 
Swing arm. 
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4. The rack of claim 1 wherein said elongated member 
comprises a multiplicity of adjustment holes and Said tube 
comprises an alignment hole capable of aligning with Said 
adjustment holes of Said elongated member. 

5. The rack of claim 1 wherein Said Swing Support 
comprises a continuously adjustable Swing arm. 

6. The rack of claim 5 wherein said Swing support 
comprises, 

a continuously variable Swing Support; 
a tension bracket comprising a hole for receiving Said 

continuously variable Swing Support mounted to Said 
Side leg wherein Said hole, allows Said continuously 
variable Swing Support to move freely when said ten 
Sion bracket and Said continuously variable Swing 
Support are parallel and binds Said continuously vari 
able Swing Support when Said continuously variable 
Swing Support and Said tension bracket are not parallel. 

7. The rack of claim 1 wherein said tube comprises a 
threaded hole and Said locking element consists of a 
threaded pin. 

8. The rack of claim 1 wherein said at least one cross 
member is of Sufficient length to rest on Said Side member 
when Said Side member and Said Side legs are parallel. 

9. The rack of claim 1 further comprising legs attached to 
said bottom frame. 

10. A rack for displaying merchandise comprising; 
a bottom frame comprising; 

a front member; 
a pair of Side members, 

a display frame pivotally attached to Said bottom frame 
wherein Said display frame comprises, 
Side legs, 
two shelf arms pivotally attached to Said Side legs, 
at least one croSS-member attached to each said shelf 
arm Such that Said shelf arms remain parallel; 

at least one discretely variable Swing Support attached 
to at least one of Said shelf arms and at least one of 
Said Side legs, 

at least one discretely adjustable Support rotatably 
mounted to Said bottom frame and rigidly attached to 
Said display frame wherein Said adjustable Support 
comprises, 
a tube comprising an alignment hole; 
an elongated member Slidably mounted to Said tube 

wherein Said elongated member comprises a multi 
plicity of alignment holes, 

a locking element for reversibly engaging with one Said 
adjustment hole of Said elongated member and Said 
alignment hole of Said tube. 

11. The rack of claim 10 wherein said discretely variable 
Swing Support comprises, 

a Swing arm pivotally attached to Said shelf arm where 
Said Swing arm comprises a multiplicity of Slots, 

a pin attached to Said Side leg wherein Said pin is capable 
of engaging with one of Said multiplicity of slots of Said 
Swing arm. 

12. The rack of claim 10 further comprising legs attached 
to said bottom frame. 

13. The rack of claim 12 further comprising wheels 
attached to Said legs. 
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14. The rack of claim 10 further comprising an extension 

slidably attached to said front member. 
15. A rack for displaying merchandise comprising; 
a bottom frame comprising; 

a front member; 
a pair of Side members, 

a display frame pivotally attached to Said bottom frame 
wherein Said display frame comprises, 
Side legs, 
two shelf arms pivotally attached to Said Side legs, 
at least one croSS-member attached to each Said Shelf 
arm Such that Said shelf arms remain parallel; 

at least one continuously variable Swing Support 
attached to one of Said shelf arms and one of Said 
Side legs, 

at least one adjustable Support rotatably mounted to Said 
bottom frame and rigidly attached to Said display frame 
wherein Said adjustable Support comprises, 
a tube, 
an elongated member slidably mounted to Said tube; 
a locking element for reversibly fixing the position of 

Said elongated member relative to Said tube. 
16. The rack of claim 15 wherein said Swing Support 

comprises a continuously adjustable Swing arm. 
17. The rack of claim 16 wherein said Swing Support 

comprises, 
a continuously variable Swing Support; 
a tension bracket comprising a hole for receiving Said 

continuously variable Swing Support mounted to Said 
Side leg wherein Said hole allows Said continuously 
variable Swing Support to move freely when said ten 
Sion bracket and Said continuously variable Swing 
Support are parallel and binds Said continuously vari 
able Swing Support when Said continuously variable 
Swing Support and Said tension bracket are not parallel. 

18. A rack for displaying merchandise comprising, 
a bOttom frame comprising, 

a front member, 
a pair of Side members; 

a display frame pivotally attached to Said bottom frame 
wherein Said display frame comprises, 
Side legs, 
at least One Shelf said Shelf having two parallel Shelf 
arms pivotally attached to Said Side legs, 

at least One cross-member attached to each of Said two 
Shelf arms such that said Shelf arms remain parallel; 

at leaSt One Swing Support attached to Said Shelf and 
Said Side legs, 

at least One adjustable Support attached to Said bottom 
frame and to Said display frame, Said adjustable Sup 
port includes an elongated member, Said elongated 
member being movable wherein the position of Said 
display frame may be changed relative to Said bottom 
frame; 

a locking element for reversibly fixing the position of Said 
display frame relative to said bottom frame. 

k k k k k 


