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(57) Abstract: A dust collection device provided with a dust collection container (31) for storing dust, an inlet (31a) through which
the dust sucked in from a suction inlet (6) at the bottom of a vacuum cleaner flows to the dust collection container (31) along with
air, an introduction plate (34b) for guiding the dust and air that flowed into the dust collection container (31), and a filter unit (33)
for capturing the dust by letting the air pass through the filter unit (33), wherein: the dust collection container (31) has a bottom part
(31x1), a side wall part (31x2) which rises from the peripheral edge of the bottom part (31x1) and of which a portion constitutes the
edge part of the inlet (31a), and an opening (31d) of which the circumference is delimited by means of the side wall part (31x2) and
on which the filter unit (33) is disposed; and the introduction plate (34b) is disposed in the vicinity of the inlet (31a) on the inner
surface of the side wall part (31x2) and guides the air flow that flowed into the dust collection container (31) from the inlet (31a) to -
ward the bottom part (31x1).
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considered novel or cannot be considered to involve an inventive
step when the document is taken alone

“Y”  document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be
considered to involve an inventive step when the document is
combined with one or more other such documents, such combination
being obvious to a person skilled in the art

“&”  document member of the same patent family

Date of the actual completion of the international search

19 February, 2013 (19.02.13)

Date of mailing of the international search report

26 February, 2013 (26.02.13)

Name and mailing address of the ISA/
Japanese Patent Office

Facsimile No.

Authorized officer

Telephone No.
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30 November 2006 (30.11.20006),
paragraph [0024]; fig. 5
& CN 1864618 A

Category* Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages Relevant to claim No.
X JP 2006-320455 A (Matsushita Electric 14-15
A Industrial Co., Ltd.), 1-13
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Box No. II Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

L. I:I Claims Nos.:
because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. I:I Claims Nos.:

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an
extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

3. I:l Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. III Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

JP 2001-258807 A (Sharp Corp.), 25 September 2001 (25.09.2001), entire
text; all drawings (Family: none) discloses the invention same as that of
claim 1, and therefore, the invention of claim 1 cannot be considered to be
novel in the light of the invention disclosed in the afore-said document and
does not have a special technical feature.

Consequently, it is considered that the invention set forth in claim 2
is relevant to a special technical feature in the group comprising claims
1-3.

(Continued to extra sheet)

L I:l As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

[\

: As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
additional fees.

3. I:l As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. I:I No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest I:l The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable, the

payment of a protest fee.

I:I The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

I:l No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.

Form PCT/ISA/210 (continuation of first sheet (2)) (July 2009)
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Continuation of Box No.III of continuation of first sheet (2)

The invention of claim 2 is characterized in that “an introducing
plate has a base end portion, a leading end portion, and an intermediate
portion and that the intermediate portion has a shape that gradually
guides an airflow, which has been guided to the inside of a dust collecting
container, from an inflow port to a bottom portion”. The invention of
claim 4 is characterized in that “a packing member of a filter portion
of the dust collecting container has a protruding portion and that a
cover portion covering the filter portion and an opening of the dust
collecting container has a cutout portion having the protruding portion
exposed therefrom”. Therefore, the inventions do not have one or more
of the same or corresponding special technical features.

Further, the above-said opinion may be also applied between claim
2 and claims 7, 9, 11 and 14.

Accordingly, it is considered that the following six inventions are

involved.
(Invention 1) the group comprising claims 1-3
(Invention 2) the group comprising claims 4-6
(Invention 3) the group comprising claims 7-8
(Invention 4) the group comprising claims 9-10
(Invention 5) the group comprising claims 11-13
(Invention 6) the group comprising claims 14-15

Form PCT/ISA/210 (extra sheet) (July 2009)
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