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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, BaroNIiN STEPHANIE
Crrrini, a subject of the Emperor of Ger-
many, residing at Munich, in the German
Empire, have invented certain new and use-
ful TImprovements in Portable Folding
Tables, of which the following is a specifica-
tion.

My invention relates to portable folding
tables, and its objects are to furnish the
table with a rigid support when in use, to
arrange the legs and supporting means so
as to be compactly folded upon the table
in order that the same may be easily trans-
ported, to secure writing and drawing im-
plements and materials upon the top of the
table, and to protect the same from external
injury and the inclemency of the weather
when the table is moved from place, and to
simplify and render more effective the oper-
ation of the several parts.

My invention primarily consists in sup-
porting the table by extensible folding legs,
arranged to be compactly folded upon the
table when not in use, and to be locked to-
gether in the relative positions normally
assumed when they are extended.

My invention further consists in con-
structing the top of the table in the form
of a shallow box, one side and the cover
thereof being made detachable for the pur-
pose of rendering the contents of the box
accessible and the table convenient for use.

My invention further consists in con-
structing a table leg in two parts pivotally
connected at their adjacent ends, so as to
leave said ends projecting beyond the con-
necting pivot, one of said projecting ends
being provided with a stud shaped to en-
2age with a recess in the adjacent member
for the purpose of providing a rigid leg
for the table.

My invention further consists in arrang-
ing the legs of the table in pairs and in
pivotally connecting said pairs together,
one of said pairs being hinged at one edge
of the table and the other pair being de-
tachably connected to the other edge of said
table.

My invention further consists in adapt-
ing as a means of pivotally connecting said
pairs, a binding rod one end of which is
screw threaded to engage with a thumb nut
and serves to lock the said legs firmly in
position when properly extended.

My invention further consists in other

Improvements, the details of which are fully
illustrated in the drawing and more spe-
cifically hereinafter pointed out and claimed.

Referring to the drawing in which simi-
lar numerals of designation refer to similar
parts throughout the several views: Figure
1, 1s a view in perspective of my improved
table looking from below, and showing the
legs in position for use; Iig. 2, is a view
similar to Fig. 1, showing however the legs
folded together and secured under the table
when it 1s desired to carry the same; Fig.
3, 1s a view in perspective showing the in-
terior of the table compartment; Fig. 4, is
a view of the cover for said compartment,
showing, however, said cover turned up-
side down for the purpose of illustrating
its use as a drawing board. Tig. 5, is a side
elevation of two of the legs of the table
and the binding bolt and nut for securing
same; Fig. 6, is a cross section through the
round of the table showing the leg mem-
bers and binding bolt and nut for rigidly
locking the same together; Fig. 7, is a cross
section through the two members of one
of the legs on line 7—7 of Fig. 5, illustrat-
ing the engagement of the stud in one mem-
ber with the locking recess in the other;
Fig. 8, is a view of the end of the lower
member of one of the legs showing the at-
taching stud; Fig. 9, is a view of the end
of the upper member of one of the legs
showing the locking and holding recesses
for engagement with said stud.

In the drawing, the table top 10 is con-
structed in the form of a shallow rectangu-
lar box, and is made of wood or other suit-
able material. One of the sides 11 of the
box is not nailed to the base 17, but is per-
manently attached to the cover 13, thus leav-
ing the box 10 when the cover is removed
with only three sides thereto. (See Fig. 8).
Within the remaining sides 14 near the
upper edges thereof is a horizontal groove
shaped to engage with the edges of said
cover 13, and provide a means of tightly
closing the box and protecting the contents
of the same from loss or external injury.
The side 13 is provided with a lock 15 which
engages with a tongue 16, and affords addi-
tional mechanism for securing the cover to
said box and preventing the loss of its con-
tents.

The base or bottom 17 of the box forming
the table top, is preferably formed from a
single wooden board, and has secured at one
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of the sides thereof the metallic brackets 18
which are preferably made from a single
strip of metal, a portion of which is bent
downwardly to engage with the upper ends
of the legs 19 and 20 and to be pivotally se-
cured thereto. Each of the legs 19 and 20
is composed of two members, 192, 19°, and
20%, 20°, respectively. Since the construc-
tion of each of said legs 19 and 20 as well as
of the remaining legs 21 and 22, is prefer-
ably the same, it will be necessary to de-
scribe fully but one of said legs, for exam-
ple, leg 19.

Referring to Figs. 1, 5, 8 and 9, the said
leg 19 is shown composed of two members,
the upper member 19* and the lower member
19® pivoted together by the binding rod 23
which passes through the holes 24 and 25
formed in said members. The adjacent
ends of each of said members project beyond
said pivotal connections and are held to-
gether in alinement by means of the stud 26
Tocated upon the member 19, engaging with
the recess 27 located within the member 192
By introducing at the end of the said recess
metallic stud 28, I provide a means for en-
gaging with the stud 26, and for wedging

“the two members together, the heads of said

30

studs being tapered for this purpose. (See
Fig. 7). The said stud 28 is further ad-
vantageous for the purpose of taking up the
wear which would otherwise take place in

" its absence upon the walls of the recess 27.
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The above description applies to the leg in
elongation as shown in Fig. 1; when the leg
assumes the folded position shown in Fig. 2,
the stud 26 is received in the recess 29.
(See Tig. 9), the lower member 19* being
turned about the pivot 23 until the foot of

-said member is in contact with the edge of

the table to which the member 19* is piv-
otally secured and the two members are in
contact throughout their entire length.

The legs 19 and 20 form a pair which are
pivotally connected by the binding rod 23 to
the pair of legs 21 and 22, the legs 21 and 22
being kept in fixed relation by the round 30,
and lateral strip 81. The binding rod 23
thus forms a pivot for all the leg members,
which are firmly secured or locked in the de-
sired position by means of a washer and the
thumb nut 82 threaded to engage with one
end of said rod, the other end terminating
in the head 83. (See Fig. 6.) At the mid-
dle of the strip 31, is the elongated opening
34 which is reinforced at the under por-
tion of said strip by the plate 35, and
which is arranged to engage with a catch
36 pivotally secured to a cleat 37 nailed
or screwed to the under edge of the
table opposite to the edge to which the
brackets 18 are attached. Preferably the
catch 36 is in the form of a button
mounted on a rotating shank which is se-
cured to said cleat 37 in any suitable man-

964,392

ner. When the leg members are folded in
the position shown in Fig. 2, it will be ob-
served ‘that the cleat 87 1is of such length
and is so disposed that the members 21 and
922 will fold and come in close contact with
and inclose the ends of the same, to the end
that when the thumb nut 32 is tightened, all
of the members will be forced close together
and will grip the ends of said cleat 37 and

“thus lock the legs securely in position. In

order to prevent said members from becom-
ing suddenly released when the said thumb
nut 32 is untightened, I prefer to secure the
same to the table by means of the spring at-
tachment 38 which is attached to the under
side of the table by a screw or the like and is
bent downwardly to engage with the round
30 as shown.

All the various parts of the table may be
constructed of any material suitable for the
purpose, though I prefer to use wood for
the legs and the box forming the top, and
metal for the connections. By removing one
side of the box, the writer is better able to
rest his arms upon the surface of the table,
and to accomplish such written work as he
may desire. I have shown the interior of
the box 10 provided with a large pad 12,
to which are secured a blotter 39, an ink well

40, a receptacle 41 for pens, sealing wax,

for drawing instruments, pen holders, pen-
cils, and painting brushes, a pocket 43 for
the reception of important documents, and
a strap 44 within which maps or rolled pa-
pers may be carried; in a large pouch 45 ex-
tending beneath the entire width of the pad,

| the edges of said pouch being shown in the

figure (Fig. 8), I carry drawing and writ-
ing paper, envelops and the like. By turn-
ing the cover 13 upside down, and returning
the same while in such position to the hori-
zontal grooves, I provide a surface that may
be used as a drawing board to which may
be secured drawing paper by means of
thumb tacks as shown in Fig. 4. Tf desired
the said drawing paper may be left secured
as described until the drawing is completed,
the reversal of the said cover and its replace-
ment in proper position not necessitating
the removal of the drawing paper for this
purpose. '

The operation of my table is- as fol-
lows:—The device being placed in a posi-
tion inverted to that shown in Fig. 2, I
loosen the thumb nut 32, and lift the inner
members of the legs 21 and 22 by means of
the strip 81. I then seize the round 30 and
swing upwardly all of the members to which
the binding rod is connected until the said
rod assumes the same relative position to the
table top as is that shown in Fig. 1, and the
members carrying the strip 31 are turned
upon said rod until the said strip is secured
to the cleat 87 at the edge of the table by
means of the catch 86. The outer members
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are now extended until their respective studs
engage with their corresponding recesses.
The thumb nut is thereupon tightened and
the legs of the table locked in position.

When my improved table is not in use, I
prefer to fold and keep the same within a
water-proof bag, which serves as a means of
carrying the table from place to place and
of protecting the same from the inclem-
encies of the seasons when being so trans-
ported.

My improved table is especially designed
for the nse of military officers and civil en-
gineers,—though it is also suitable for use
out of doors by those whose professions are
of a character requiring drafting, compu-
tations, note-taking and the like while in
the field. It can consequently be employed
for a great variety of purposes. In field
surveys it is found of great utility, furnish-
ing at the same time a convenient receptacle
for the transportation of valuable notes and
papers as well as a means for the drafting
of plans and scale drawings and the making
of extended written reports and field notes.
In the camp, sportsmen will find the table
of use in compiling their diaries and in their
personal or necessary business correspond-
ence, or may use the same as a convenient
means for partaking of food, the playing of
cards, the serving of beverages and the like.

8

At sea shore cottages or at country resi-
dences, the table may when occasion de-
mands, be readily moved and used upon the
veranda, the lawn, or in open summer
houses. By the traveler its use will at once
be appreciated, since it can be availed of
both as a traveling case and as a writing
desk.

What I claim and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent is,—

In a portable folding table, a table top,
a plurality of legs supporting said top, each
of said legs being composed of a pair of
members pivoted together, the adjacent ends
of said members projecting beyond their
connecting pivot and having recesses con-
taining fixed studs with tapered heads
shaped to engage with similar fixed studs
located upon the shanks of said members
and thereby holding and securing the mem-
bers of each of said pairs in alinement, com-
bined with means for locking said members
and legs in their relative positions assumed
when 1n prolongation.

In testimony whereof I have affixed my
signature, in presence of two witnesses.

BARONIN STEPHANIE CERRINT

Witnesses:
H. D. JamEsoN,
R. I. WirLiams.
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