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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE,

LAUREL C. WEST, OF MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN.

JOCK-STRAP.

1,020,588,

Application filed February 21, 1910.

To all whom. it may concern:

Be it known that I, Lavrer, C. Wesr, re-
siding in Milwaukee, in the county of Mil-
waukee and State of Wisconsin, have in-
vented new and useful Improvements in
Jock-Straps, of which the following is a
description, reference being had to the ac-
companying drawings, which are a part of
this specification.

My invention has relation to improve-
ments in jock-straps.

Jock-straps are intended more particu-
larly for the use of athletes, to be worn dur-
ing participation in athletic sports and pas-
times of every description, such as bicvcle and
motor cycle riding, base-ball, foot-ball, tennis,
horseback riding, gymnasium work, and also
for use by professional acrobats and gym-
nasts. In this class of devices it is desired
that the private organs, viz. the penis and
scrotum shall be held in a raised position,
with the former inverted and lying against
the abdomen. In the raised position of the
parts, and with the penis inverted, as de-
scribed, the lability of injury to the organs,
resulting, for instance, from the parts be-
ing crowded forcibly against the saddle of
a bicycle or motor cycle, or against a riding
saddle of a horse, 1s reduced to the mini-
mum.

The so called “suspensories” differ from
jock-straps principally in the fact that the
main function of the former is to hold the
parts in a slightly raised position sufficient
to relieve the cords and tissues of the scro-
tum from strain. Also, as suspensories are
designed to be worn constantly, they are or-
dinarily equipped with penis openings, to
promote convenience in urinating. As, how-
ever, jock-straps are ordinarily intended
only for use during the time the wearer is
engaged in athletic pursuits, the penis open-
ing is not as a rule provided in jock-straps.

The trouble existing in the jock-straps
as ordinarily used is that the construction
thereof is such as to be incapable of posi-
tively holding the penis in inverted posi-
tion against the abdomen, inasmuch as in the
most common form of jock-strap the pouch
which is adapted to contain the penis and
scrotum is of elastic material, and when the
wearer engages in a particularly violent
game, the penis will force itself down on ac-
count of the giving qualities of the elastic
material of the pouch.

It is, therefore, the primary object of my
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invention to provide a form of jock-strap
wherein the pouch while possessing all the
comfort of the elastic pouch will at the same
time, absolutely and securely hold the penis
in its raised position against the abdomen,
without any possibility of the penis work-
ing down to normal position, no mattér how
violent the exercise may be.

With the above, and other objects in view,
the invention consists of the jock-strap and
its parts and combinations as set forth in
the claims, and all equivalents thereof.

In the accompanying drawing in which
the same reference characters indicate the
same parts in all of the views, Figure 1 is
a rear perspective view of the complete
jock-strap; Fig. 2 is a central vertical sec-
tional view thereof; and Fig. 3 is a plan
view thereof.

Referring to the drawing, the numeral 4
indicates a waist band preferably formed of
elastic material which is connected at its
ends to a non-elastic fabric portion 5 form-
ing with the waist an endless belt. A non-
elastic fabric sewed to and depending from
the fabric portion 5 in the form of a sup-
porting pouch or bag 6 having a medial
fullness 7 in its lower portion is adapted to
support and hold the scrotum and testicles
closely against the lower portion of the
abdomen of the wearer. The fullness of the
bag is obtained by forming the bag of a
straight elongated piece of material having
its lower end gored out and the two edges
8—8 sewed together to form the medial full-
ness which gradually lessens toward the top
of the bag which is connected to the non-
elastic waist band portion 5. By connecting
the bag to the non-elastic portion of the band
the fullness of the bag is preserved regard-
less of the stretch of the elastic portion of
the waist band. Thigh bands 9 preferably
formed of elastic fabric are sewed to the
lower rear portion of the supporting bag
and extend in diverging lines to and are
connected to opposite sides of the waist
band by lines of stitches.

In order to hold the penis in an inverted
position against the abdomen and to prevent
its accidental displacement while exercising,
a pocket 10 is provided and into which the
organ is inserted and securely held in posi-
tion. This pocket is formed in the bag by
constructing the bag of two thicknesses of
material, the inner piece 11 or pocket por-
tion being connected to the bag proper along
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its side and bottom edges by means of a
binding strip 12 which covers the above men-
tioned edges of the two pieces of material
and is sewed thereto and binds the two parts
together. An elongated penis opening 13
is provided in the inner or pocket piece of
the material for the insertion of the organ
in the pocket. The edges of the material
forming the opening are bound with a bind-
ing 14 to prevent raveling of the material.
The bottom of the pocket 1s formed just be-
low the penis opening by joining the inner
and outer fabrics together by rows of stiteh
lines 15 which extend from the lower edge
of the penis opening toward the side edges
of the bag at an upward angle. - The upper
edge of the pocket fabric is bound with a
lining strip 16 and is free from connection
with the outer fabric at this point to provide
an upper opening 17 to the pocket for con-
venience in inserting the hand to adjust the
position of the organ in said pocket from
one side of the pocket to the other side.

In use the jock-strap is drawn up over
the limbs with the thigh bands encircling
the thighs of the wearer, until the belt por-
tion surrounds the waist and when in this
position, or just before this position has
been reached, the penis is inserted through
the penis opening into the pocket and the
scrotum and the testicles are inserted into
the pouch or bag. The hand is then inserted
between the belt and the abdomen of the
wearer into the pocket opening and the penis
is adjusted to one side of the pocket or the
other according to the wearer’s usual custom
of dressing and thus conducing to the com-
fort of the wearer.

By the provision of the separate pocket
for the penis the jock-strap is much cooler
to wear than it would be with the organs
in contact with each other and the abdomen
thus further adding to the comfort of the
wearer. The separate pocket also securely
holds the penis in adjusted position and also
serves to hold the other organs connected
thereto in the pouch of the jock-strap.

From the foregoing description it will be
seen that the jock-strap is very simple in
construction and is well adapted to perform
the functions for which it was designed.

The expression “non-elastic material”
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used in the specification and claims is to
be understood as meaning any fabric which
is not formed with elastic rubber strands.

What I claim as my invention is:

1. A jock-strap pouch, comprising two
rectangular pieces of non-elastic material
sewed together at their side edges and pro-
vided at their lower ends with a bottom
formation and a pocket between the two
thicknesses of material, one of said pieces of
material provided with an opening in com-
munication with the pocket, and a line of
stitches extending across the material just
belew the opening and connecting the two
pieces together.

2. A jock-strap, comprising a waist band,
a member connected to and depending from
the waist band, said member formed of two
pieces of material sewed together at their
side edges and medially transversely to form
a pouch and a pocket within the pouch and
above the medial line of stitches, the en-
trance to said pocket positioned within the
pouch, and thigh bands connected to the
member below the medial line of stitches and
to the waist band.

3. A jock strap, comprising a waist band,
and a pouch secured to and depending from
the waist band and having a pocket in the
upper portion of the pouch which is pro-
vided with an opening within the circle of
the band and also provided with a penis
opening within the pouch.

4. A jock strap, comprising a waist band,
a member connected to and depending from
the waist band, said member formed of an
inner and an outer piece of material sewed
together at their side edges and medially
transversely to form a pouch and a pocket
within the pouch and above the medial line
of stitches, said pocket having a medial
opening within the pouch and another open-
ing within the circle of the waist band, and
thigh bands connected to the member below
the medial line of stitches and to oppozite
sides of the waist band.

In testimony whereof, T affix my signa-
ture, in presence of two witnesses.

LAUREL C. WEST.

Witnesses:

C. H. KeexEy,
Arva A, Kuue.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D. C.”
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