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(54) Titlee METHOD AND SYSTEM FOR ALLOWING CONTENT PROTECTED BY A FIRST DRM SYSTEM TO BE AC-
CESSED BY A SECOND DRM SYSTEM

(57) Abstract: A method, system, and computer-readable media
storing operational instructions for alowing content protected by a

55) first DRM system to be accessed by a second DRM system are dis-

Tiost Devica closed. In one embodiment, arequest isreceived from ahost appli-
cation for alicense for content protected by afirst DRM system, the
first DRM system being different from the host application's DRM

¢o system. A license supported by the host application's DRM system is

Host H/f then generated from alicense supported by the first DRM system. In
Application 50 another embodiment, arequest isreceived to store content protected
DRM x . by afirst DRM system. Inresponse to the request, a portable license

1 for the content isgenerated from alicense supported by the first DRM

¥ system. Alternatively or additionaly, a portable file format for the
Software Ll |—70 content is generated from afile format.wpported .by the first DRM
Agent system. The request can come from afirst computing platform, and
the portable license and/or file format can be generated by a second

computing platform. Other embodiments are disclosed, and each of
the embodiments can be used aone or together in combination.
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AMENDED CLAIMS

received by the International Bureau on 04 August 2008 (04.08.2008)

1 A method for providing alicense to an application for content protected by a
digital rights management (DRM) system different from the application's DRM system,
the method comprising:

@ receiving, from an application, arequest for a license for content protected
by afirst DRM system, the first DRM system.being different from the application's
DRM system:;

(b) generating alicense supported by the application's DRM system from a
license supported by the first DRM system; and

(© providing the generated license to the application.

2. The method of Claim 1, wherein the license supported by the first DRM system
isrecognizable by a component in communication with the application, and wherein the
component generates the license in (b).

3. The method of Claim 2, wherein the component is part of a device comprising the
application.
4. The method of Claim 2, wherein afirst device comprises the application, and

wherein the component ispart of a second device in communication with the first device.

5. The method of Claim 4, wherein the second device comprises aportable memory
device.

6. The method of Claim 2, wherein the component comprises a software agent.

7. The method of Claim 6, wherein the software agent comprises a first module

operative to recognize the license supported by the first DRM system and a second

module operative to generate the license supported by the application's DRM system.
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8. The method of Claim 2, wherein the content is stored in afile comprising afile
format, wherein the file format isnot supported by the application's DRM systembut is

recognizable by the component.

9. The method of Claim 2, wherein the component is also included in aplurality of
devices each comprising arespective additional application, whereby each application

receives alicense supported by that application's DRM system.

10. Themethod of Claim 1, wherein the generated license comprises at least one
permission from the license supported by the first DRM system.

11.  Themethod of Claim 1, wherein the generated license comprises a least one

permission not in the license supported by the first DRM system.

12.  Themethod of Claim 11, wherein the a least one permission comprises one or

both of amove restriction and acopy restriction.

13. A method for storing content protected by afirst digital rights management
(DRM) system in a portable format, the method comprising:
@ receiving arequest to store content protected by afirst DRM system; and
(b) performing one or both of the following:
(bl)  generating aportable license for the content from alicense
supported by the first DRM system; and
(b2)  generating aportable file format for the content from afile format
supported by the first DRM system. |

14.  Themethod of Claim 13, wherein (b) is performed by a component in

communication with an application providing the request.

15.  The method of Claim 14, wherein the component ispart of a device comprising

the application.
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16.  Themethod of Claim 14, wherein afirst device comprises the application, and

wherein the component is part of a second device in communication with the first device.

17.  Themethod of Claim 16, wherein the second device comprises aportable

memory device.

18.  Themethod of Claim 14, wherein the component comprises a software agent.

19.  Themethod of Claim 13 further comprising storing information associated with
the content, wherein the information specifiesthat, when an attempt is made to access the
content, the content should be handled by a component that provides cross-DRM

functionality.

20.  Themethod of Claim 13 further comprising performing both (bl) and (b2).

21. A method for storing content protected by afirst digital rights management
(DRM) system in aportable format, the method comprising:
@ receiving arequest from afirst computing platform to store content
protected by a first DRM system; and
(b) with a second computing platform in communication with the first
computing platform, performing one or both of the following:
(bl)  generating aportable license for the content from alicense
supported by the first DRM system; and
(b2)  generating aportable file format for the content from afile format
supported by the first DRM system.

22.  Themethod of Claim 21, wherein the first computing platform comprises a host

device, and wherein the second computing platform comprises a portable memory device

in communication with the host device.
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23.  Themethod of Claim 22, wherein the second computing platform comprises a

software agent that performs (b).

24.  Themethod of Claim 20 further comprising storing information associated with
the content, wherein the information specifiesthat, when an attempt is made to access the
content, the content should be handled by a component that provides cross-DRM

functionality.
25.  Themethod of Claim 21 further comprising performing both (bl) and (b2).

41. A system for storing content protected by afirst digital rights management
(DRM) system in a portable format, the system comprising:
afirst computing platform, in communication with a second computing platform,
the first computing platform comprising circuitry operative to:
€) receive arequest from the second computing platform to store
content protected by afirst DRM system; and
(b) perform one or both of the following:
(bl)  generating aportable license for the content from alicense
supported by the first DRM system; and
(b2) generating aportable file format for the content from afile
format supported by the first DRM system.

42.  The system of Claim 41, wherein the second computing platform comprises a host
device, and wherein the first computing platform is part of aportable memory devicein

communication with the host device.

43.  The system of Claim 41, wherein the first computing platform comprises a
software agent that performs (b).

44.  The system of Claim 41, wherein the circuitry is further operative to store

information associated with the content, wherein the information specifies that, when an
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attempt is made to access the content, the content should be handled by a component that

provides cross-DRM functionality.

45.  The system of Claim 41, wherein the circuitry isfurther operative to perform both
(bl) and (b2).
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