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3 Claims. (C. 40-?) 
This invention relates to improvements in mer 

chandising containers. 
The invention is more particularly concerned 

With the provision, in containers of otherwise 
standard construction, of readily detachable to 
kens rigidly supported by the containers for the 
purpose of stimulating the sales of any given 
product dispensed in Such containers. 
The present invention is applicable to contain 

ers for dispensing many different varieties of 
products, but it is herein disclosed as a preferred 
example in connection. With containers or cans 
for dispensing motor lubricating oils. 
AS is generally knoWn, it is a common practice 

With manufacturers of various products to stim 
ulate the sales of their products by the use of 
tokens or coupons which in many instances are 
enclosed Within or secured to the containers for 
their products. This method is conveniently 
adaptable to packages embodying paper wrappers 
or card-board box containers, wherein the cou 
pons or tokens may be readily inserted within the 
boxes or printed as a part of the wrappers. 
With containers for motor lubricating oil as 

well as many other liquid products, wherein the 
containers are in the form of tin cans, coupons 
or tokens cannot conveniently be supported with 
in the containers, and furthermore as such con 
tainers in most instances do not include a paper 
Wrapper, the tokens or coupons cannot be of.- 
fered as a printed portion of the wrappers. 
This method of stimulating the sales of motor 

lubricating oils as Well as other liquid products 
has not come into extensive use, principally for 
the reason, it is believed, that the containers for 
Such products did not offer any convenient means 
for carrying or Supporting coupons or tokens. 

Furthermore, While prize winning coupons are 
Sometimes offered purchasers of bulk sales prod 
lucts, Such, for example, as gasoline, nevertheless 
the practice may prove highly profitable to the 
manufacturer or Salesman, for the reason that 
the average automobile driver purchases sufficient 
gasoline to interest him in purchasing such gaso 
line where the prize winning coupons may be 
offered. However, it is more difficult to inter 
est any automobile driver in any particular brand 
of lubricating oil, even if tokens or coupons are 
offered him in the sale of such particular brand, 
for the reason that a relatively small quantity 
of lubricating oil is purchased by the average 
driver. Moreover, the presentation of prize win 
ning tokens to station attendants would tend to 
stimulate their interest in Selling a particular 
brand of lubricating oil, even though Such par 
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ticular brand may be unknown to the prospec 
tive purchaser and thereby the manufacturer 
Would profit to substantially the same extent as 
if the prize winning tokens were offered the pur 
chaser. 

It is accordingly a primary object of this in 
Vention to provide improved merchandising con 
tainers for stimulating the sale of products dis 
pensed in such containers. 
A further and more specific object of the in 

Vention is the provision of readily removable 
prize Winning tokens rigidly supported by con 
tainers for dispensing liquid products such as 
motor lubricating oils for stimulating the sale 
of Such products. 
A Still further object of the invention is the 

provision of a depression in a wall of a metallic 
container for liquid products, and a readily re 
movable metallic prize winning token rigidly se 
cured in Said depression, such token stimulating 
the sale of any given liquid product by removing 
the same upon sale of the product. 

For a more complete understanding of the 
nature and objects of the invention, reference will 
be had to the following detailed description, 
taken in connection with the accompanying 
drawing, wherein - 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a container 
constructed in accordance with a preferred em 
bodiment of the invention. - 

Figure 2 is an enlarged top plan view of the 
container illustrated in Fig. 1. 

Figure 3 is a still further enlarged vertical sec 
tional view in a plane substantially as represented 
by the line 3-3 in Fig. 2. 
Figure 4 is a plan view of the token of Figs. 

1 to 3, same being removed from the container. 
Figure 5 is a top plan view of a modified form 

of container showing a further adaptation of the 
invention. 

Referring now in detail to the drawing by ref 
erence characters, and wherein like characters 
designate like parts in the different views, the 
letter C designates a container which, except 
as hereinafter described, is of standard construc 
tion and may be of varying capacities as, for ex 
ample, one quart, five quarts, etc. 
The container C is a metallic can of the com 

mon construction now used in handling and dis 
pensing motor lubricating oils and comprises the 
cylindrical sides, bottomb and top t. 
The instant invention comprises a modifica 

tion of the usual can construction as above de 
Scribed for the attachment and shrouding of a 
token designated as 0. The token is preferably 



2 
metallic and also preferably circular as illustrat 
ed. However, other forms, such as rectangular, 
hexagonal, etc., are clearly within the scope of 
the invention. 
In Order to shroud or guard the relatively thin 

disc-like token against catching on an attend 
ant's clothes, pinching or cutting the hands or 
causing possible other injury, the can or con 
tainer C is provided with a depression formed 
by Suitably Stamping the metal of the container 
inwardly, as is more clearly illustrated in Fig. 3, 
Wherein it will be seen that the depth of the de 
pression is SOmewhat greater than the thickness 
Of the token. Whereby the token is disposed below 
the level of the Surrounding material of the con 
tainer. 
formed in the top t of the container, as illustrat 
ed, but may of course be formed in the botton b, 
if desired. 
The token ) is originally formed as an imper 

forate disc and is spot-welded or soldered at its 
center to the container C within the depression 

, as is indicated at f2, thus rigidly securing the 
token to the container within the depression . 
In Order that the rigidly secured token may be 

removed with relative ease it is circularly scored, 
as at 3, in circumscribing relation to the rigid 
connection 2, whereby upon prying upwardly on 
the edge of the token it will break on the circu. 
lar Score line and thus be removed as a disc with 
a Central aperture, indicated at d, in Fig. 4. The 
aperture a in the tokens 10 will provide for con 
Veniently Saving Same as by Stringing then on a 
rod Or the like. 
In order to facilitate the prying up of the token 

the depression merges into the top it in a plu 
rality of tapered grooves 4 whereby the end of 
an instrument, such as a screw driver or the like, 
may readily be entered beneath the edge of the 
token at one or several Spaced points for break 
ing the token loose on the Score line 3. 
While the depression is illustrated as being 

generally circular, Still it may be rectangular, as 
indicated at 5 in Fig. 5, which also shows the 
adaptation of the invention to a container C. Of 
rectangular form in top plan. 
With the rectangular form of depression 5, 

the corners thereof provide for the ready inser 
tion of a token prying instrument. 
The tolkeins are Suitably marked to indicate 5 

prize earning Values according to the volumes of 
the various containers. Thus, a one quart can 
or container is preferably provided with a token 
marked “I merit,' while a five quart can Will 
be provided with a token marked “5 merits,' and 
containers of other capacities will be provided 
with tokens correspondingly marked. The trade 
mark or brand of the Company may also be 
marked on the tokens as the party responsible 
for redemption of the tokenS. 

It will be appreciated from the foregoing dis 
closure that, in accordance with this invention, 
fiuid containers are provided with readily remov 
able prize Winning tokens for the purpose of 
Stimulating the Sale of fluids, such as motor lu 
bricating oils, in that a token may be removed 
from a container aS by a Station attendant upon 

The depression is most advantageously 
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2,335,636 
selling the contents thereof, and the value of 
Such token Will be greater in proportion to the 
greater capacity container sold. Thus the in 
terest of a station attendant in selling a brand of 
oil dispensed in this manner will be greatly stim 
ulated, to the extent that he will be more in 
clined to try to convince a prospective oil pur 
chaser that that brand is as good as some better 
advertised brands with which such prospective 
purchaser may be familiar, whereby greater 
quantities of such brand of oil will be sold at a 
COrresponding greater profit not only to the man 
ufacturer but to the attendant or salesman as 
well. 
The invention has been particularly disclosed 

as adapted for use With motor oils, but it will 
obviously find advantageous application to metal 
containers for various products whether the 
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products be directly dispensed from the contain 
erS when sold, Or whether the containers with 
contained products be sold as an entity to the 
purchasers. 
While I have disclosed only certain specific 

embodiments of my invention, nevertheless such 
are to be considered as illustrative and not re 
Strictive, the scope of the invention being defined 
in the Sub-joined claim.S. 
What I claim and desire to secure by U. S. 

Iletters Patent is: 
1. A merchandising Container including an 

end Wall having a portion thereof defected in 
wardly and providing a depression having a plane 
bottom Wall merging into the non-deflected por 
tion of the end Wall through a marginal inclined 
portion, a fiat circular token positioned in said 
depression in full surface contact with the bot 
ton Wall thereof, a circular score line in said 
token circumscribing a central restricted area, 
thereof, and a rigid connection between said bot 
tOn Wall and said restricted area. 

2. A merchandising container according to 
claim 1, Wherein said marginal inclined portion 
merges into prying-instrument receiving grooves 
Spaced circumferentially of said token and being 
defined by inclined bottom walls merging into 
said non-deflected Wall portion radially beyond 
Said inclined marginal portion relative to the 
center of Said token. 

3. A merchandising container including an end 
Wall having a flat bottoned depression therein, a 
Circular metallic token disposed in said depres 
Sion in full Surface contact with the bottom 
thereof, a circular score line in Said token con 
centric with the center thereof, a rigid connec 
tion between said depression bottom and the 
token in an area. Within Said score line, and a 
plurality of pry-instrument receiving grooves in 
Said end Wall radially disposed and uniformly 
circumferentially spaced with respect to the cen 
ter of Said token and each having an inclined 
botton wall merging into said depression bottom 
for entrance of a pry-instrument beneath the 
token for breaking same away from its rigid con 
nection around said score line with equal effort 
at any of said grooves. 

GEO. L. BODIE. 


