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(57) Abstract

The invention pertains to a method for manufacturing a
composite shaft. The method includes the steps of: providing an
impregnated fibrous material (280); wrapping the impregnated fibrous
material (280) around a shaped pressurizable bladder (260); placing
the assembly of the bladder (260) and the fibrous material (280) into
the female tooling (204); pressurizing the bladder (260), thereby
pressing the fibrous material (280) against the tooling (204); heating
the tooling (204), thereby forming the fibrous material (280) into a
hardened composite while maintaining pressure in the bladder (260);
releasing the pressure in the bladder (260); and removing the bladder
(260) from the interior of the hardened composite.
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