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To a 24 tufoil, it inctly conce77. 
Be it known that I, EDGAR F. MARR, a citi 

Zen of the United States of America, and a 
resident of Clinton, Kennebec county, State 
of Maine, have invented certain new and use 
ful Improvements in Releasing - Hooks for 
Handling Logs, &c., of which the following is 
a specification. 
My invention relates to means for handling 

logs where they are to be piled on the banks 
of a river, removed from such piles backinto 
the water, and manipulated in similar Ways, 
although it is capable of use for other pur 
poses. 
The invention is particularly designed to 

drop the logs automatically into the Water 
when they are being removed by means of a 
cable and trolley from the pile to the water. 

Hitherto it has been customary when the 
logs were lifted from the pile and brought 
over to be lowered into the water for a man 
to be stationed at the point where they were 
dropped into the water to unhook the load; 
and the object of my invention is to unhook 
the load of logs automatically when they are 
lowered to a point immediately above the 
water. For this purpose I make use of a re 
leasing-hook, which maybe of any well-known 
form, connecting it with the trolley by means 
of a cord, so that when the hookin being low 
ered reaches the end of the cord the latter 
will trip the load, letting it fallinto the water. 
In connection with this combination I have 
also devised a special hook well adapted to 
be used in this connection and hereinafter 
fully described. 

I illustrate my invention by means of the 
accompanying drawings, in which 

Figure.1 shows an elevation of my device 
supporting a load of logs, and Fig. 2 is a view 
of the hook taken at right angles to that 
shown in Fig. 1. Fig. 3 shows an alternate 
manner of fastening the upper end of the re 
leasing-cord. 
A represents the cable, and B is the trolley, 

c being the fall or line for raising and lower 
ing the logs. On the lower end of the line c 
is the releasing-hook consisting of the shank 
D, having on the lower end a hook dfor hold 
ing one end of the binding-chain i, which is 
here represented as holding a bunch of logs 
h. The other end of the chain is held by 
the releasing latch or lever f, the lower end 

of which is pivoted to the lower end of the 
shank D between downward-projecting lugs 
d", the upper end, when the hook is in lock 
ing position, being against the shank. The 
lower portion of the latch curves outward, al 
lowing room for the end of the chain between 
the shank and the latch. The latch is held 
in its retaining position by means of a linke, 
pivoted to the upper end of the shank. 
link has a pin or bolt e', which falls down 
over the upper end of the latch when the link 
is down, retaining the latch in operative posi 
tion. The link extends outward some dis 
tance beyond the pine' and is there attached 
to the lower end of the tripping-cord g, the 
upper end being attached to the trolley. 

It will be seen that when the bunch of logs 
is lowered the length of the cord g the link 
e will be lifted and the chain released, drop 
ping the logs, so that the logs may be dropped 
at any desired point by regulating the length 
of the cord g. 

In Figs. I and 2 I have shown the upper 
end of the cord g attached to the same trolley 
over which the fall passes; but it is obvious 
that it may be fastened to a separate trolley 
as, for instance, the trolley G. (Shown in Fig. 
3.) By this arrangement the cord is less lia 
ble to tangle with the fall than where they 
are both connected to the same trolley, and it 
is immaterial how the upper end of the cord 
g is fastened, so long as it is firmly secured. 
In the modification shown the two trolleys 
practically act as one, because taken together 
they perform the functions of the single trol 
ley shown in Figs. 1 and 2. 

I claim 
The herein-described device for handling 

logs, &c., consisting of a cable, a trolley there 
on, a hoisting-line running over said trolley, 
a releasing-hook on the lower end of saidline 
consisting of a shank, a releasing-lever piv 
oted to the lower end of said shank, a releas 
ing-latch for releasing said lever, a tripping 
cord connecting said latch with the trolley 
and a binding-chain secured by one end to the 
shank and by the other end to the releasing 
lever. 
Signed this 9th day of October, 1901. 

EDGAR F. MARR. 
Witnesses: 

MARTIN JEWELL, 
S. W. BATES. 
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