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2 Claims.

This invention relates to improvements in dry-
ing trays and is illustrated as embodied in a tray
of this character provided for the drying of gel-
atin capsules.

An object is to provide a tray so constructed
as to be sanitary and easily cleaned, which is
light in weight, yet is strong and inexpensive
and which is so formed that objects supported
thereon, such as capsules will be exposed to free
circulation of the air thereover for drying.

A further object is to provide a tray so con-
structed that a plurality of such trays may be
stacked or nested in such a manner that the
contents of the several trays so nested will be
protected and will still be open to air circulat-
ing thereover for drying and the trays may be
readily and easily moved as a stack from one
place to another and without disturbing the
contents.

Other objects, advantages, and meritorious
features of this invention will more fully appear
from the following description, appended claims,
and accompanying drawing, wherein:

Figure 1 is a perspective illustrating a plural-
ity of trays embodying my invention stacked or
nested one upon the other,

Fig. 2 is an enlarged fragmentary horizontal
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sectional view through a corner of one of the »

trays embodying my invention,

Fig. 3 is a vertical sectional view through a -

corner of a stack of three trays nested together
and each embodying this invention.

A tray of this type is adapted to carry a large
number of gelatin capsules spread out in a sin-
gle layer upon the bottom of the tray for dry-
ing. The trays are so-constructed as to be
nested one upon the other and arranged in
stacks of a large number of trays. In these
stacks they are adapted to be moved from one
place to another for storage. It is necessary,
therefore, that the nesting of the trays be such
that this movement from place to place will not
disturb the capsules carried thereon. It is fur-
thermore necessary that the drying of the cap-
sules be accomplished and the invention here set
forth relates to a tray which is adapted to sup-
port the capsules or whatever articles are car-
ried upon the tray in such manner as to permit
Iree circulation of air thereover and in such man-
ner as to permit the stacking of a large number
of trays in nested relationship without disturb-
ing the capsules carried on the trays. When
nested the trays are held against accidental lat-
eral displacement and seal upon each other to
protect the capsules carried thereby.
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This improved tray has a bottom 10 and a side
wall 12. The side wall which slopes upwardly
and outwardly from the bottom and is rolled
over along its upper margin as at § 4 to provide
& double thickness of the margin as shown par-
ticularly in Fig, 3.

-Such side wall is provided as shown with a
plurality of  air circulation perforations (8.
These perforations are spaced at their lower mar-
gins slightly above the bottom of the tray so
that there would not be any tendency for small
capsules to become lodged therein or deformed
thereby and to render more rigid the tray side
wall structure. The upper folded over margin
14 of the side wall also reinforces the structural
rigidity of the trays. These perforations may
be of the elongate shape shown in Figs. 1 and 3.

The tray is provided with an outwardly pro-
Jecting shoulder portion which forms a support,
These shoulder portions are here illustrated ag
embodied in supports which embrace each corner
of the tray as shown particularly in the draw-
ing. A corner support is shown in enlarged de-
tail in Fig. 2 at 18. It is formed of sheet metal
which is preferably heavier than the sheet metal -
of which the side wall and bottom of the tray
is formed and is so shaped as to embrace a cor-
ner of the tray being welded or otherwise se-
cured fo the side wall. The support is fanged
over at 20 and its upper and lower margins
against the side wall of the tray and the upper
margin 1§ of the tray side wall rests upon the
upper flange 20 of the support. The support
embraces a portion of the side wall of the tray
which preferably is not perforated the perfora-
tions extending merely between the corner Ssup-
ports. This support at its lower edge terminates
spaced above the bottom of the tray as at 22,
It is spaced above the tray bottom at approxi-
mately the same distance as the perforation £6.

When g plurality of trays are nested one upon
the other as shown in Figs. 1 and 3 these sup-
borts of the several trays seat upon each other
to so support the trays that the perforated por-
tions of the side walls exposed to permit free
circulation of air over the bottom of the trays.
The supports also project outwardly beyond the
side walls so as to form abutments which pro-
tect the trays from outside blows which might
damage its relatively thin metal wall. When
the trays are stackeq the weight of the stacked
trays is taken upon these supports as shown.

What I claim is:

1. A fray of the character described having

a bottom formed of thin sheet metal bent up-
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wardly and cutwardly tc form a slde wall, seid
side wall provided with an cutwardly rolied up~
per margin, s sheet metal corner support em-
bracing each corner of the side wall and secured
thereto below said outwardly rolled upper mare
gin and heving o marginal flange seated against
the side wall spacing the corner support out-
wardly beyond the side wall, sald corner sup-
port terminating spaced slightly above the tray
bottom and st the top engaging the outwardly
rolled margin of the side wall, said side wall hav-
ing air circulation perforations therein between
sald corner supports and spaced above the fray
bottorn, -

2. A tray of the character described formed of
sheet materiel having a bottom portiom, & mar-
ginel side wall portion extending upwardly
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from the bottom portion, sald side wall portion
nrovided with an outwardly rolled upper mergin,
e corner support embracing each corner of the
side wall and secured thereto, sald corner sup-
port having upper and lower marginal flanges
seated against the side wall and spacing the cor-
ner support therefrom, said upper marginal
fiange - directly abutting the outwardly rolled
upper margin of the side wall, said lower mar-
ginal flange disposed spaced above the bottom
of the tray, said side wall having air circulation
perforations therethrough between said corner
supports and spaced above the tray bottom 8
distance approximating that of the lower flange
of the corner support above said bottom.

ROBERT P. SCHERER.



