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Patented Nov. 10, 1953 2,658,664 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 
RECLOSABLE CARTON 

Russell J. Hennessey, St. Paul, Minn, assignor 
to. Waldorf Paper Products Company, St. Paul, 
Minn., a corporation of Minnesota 
Application January 2, 1951, Serial No.203,963 

(Cl. 229-51) 2 Claims. 
1. 

This invention relates to an improvement in 
reclosable cartons wherein it is desired to provide 
a carton having a removable top which may be 
replaced on the carton after removal therefrom. 
Many foods contained in paper board cartons 

keep better if they are kept in a closed carton. 
Many different reclosable cartons have been pro 
duced for this purpose. However, in cartons 
Which contain an inner bag or lining, a carton 
having a removable top is usually most easily 
handled. However, most such cartons are rela 
tively more expensive to purchase or else rela 
tively more difficult for the purchaser to use. 

Various types of cartons have been proposed 
which comprise a regular glued end rectangular 
Carton having a Weakened line of Separation ex 
tending entirely about the body at a point spaced 
from the top of the carton. After the carton 
top has been removed it has been proposed that 
the user telescope the removed upper portion of 
the carton onto the lower portion thereof. HOW 
ever, as the tWO parts of the carton are of iden 
tical size, the lower part of the carton must be 
pinched together in some way to permit the upper 
part of the carton to telescope therewith. 
An object of the present invention lies in the 

provision of a carton of the same general type 
as those previously constructed with a continu 
Ous weakened line of separation extending en 
tirely about the periphery of the carton at a 
point Spaced from the upper end thereof. The 
top portion of the carton may be separated from 
the bottom portion by cutting or tearing the 
carton along this weakened line. However, in 
the present construction two opposed walls of 
the carton are split vertically from the weakened 
line of separation to the top of the carton. As 
a result the top of the carton will spread sufi 
ciently to permit it to be easily telescoped onto 
the lower portion of the carton. , 
A feature of the present invention lies in the 

use of an old principle to provide an advantage 
not previously obtained. Cartons of the type in 
Question are provided with top closure flaps 
which are folded downwardly and glued in super 
posed relation. As the paper board is somewhat 
resistant to folding even along a score line, the 
Walls of the carton have a tendency to bulge out 
Wardly below the Score lines connecting the side 
Walls to the top and bottom flaps. By splitting 
the carton vertically along two opposed walls, 
this tendency for the top flaps to resist folding 
proves an advantage as the tendency of the side 
Walls of the carton to bulge causes the removed 
upper portion of the carton to flare outwardly 
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2. 
an amount sufficient to permit ready telescop 
ing of the two parts. 
A feature of the present invention resides in 

the fact that the two parts of the carton auto 
natically assume a shape which permits them 
to be telescoped together as soon as the top part 
of the carton is removed. As a result it is not 
necessary for the user to, pinch the side walls of 
the carton together or to force the corners of 
the carton inwardly to allow the telescoping of 
the two parts. The present structure is accord 
ingly easier to use than previous cartons of the 
Same general type. 
These and other objects and novel features of 

my invention will be more clearly and fully set 
forth in the following specification and claims. 
In the drawings forming a part of the specifi 

-cation: 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of the carton in 

Sealed condition. 
Figure 2 is a perspective view of the upper 

portion of the carton after the two parts of the 
carton have been separated. 

Figure 3 is a sectional view through the tele 
Scoped portions of the carton. 

Figure 4 is a diagrammatic view of the blank 
from which the carton is formed. 
The carton. A may be any common type of car 

ton having rectangularly arranged side walls and 
top closure flaps articulated thereupon. As shown 
in Figure 4, for the purpose of illustration, the 
carton A includes a side wall O connected along 
a fold line if to a wall panel f2. The panel 2 
is connected along a fold line f3 to a side wall 
panel 4. This side wall panel 4 is in turn con 
nected along a fold line 5 to a wall panel 6. 
The Wall panel f6 is hinged along the fold line 

to a glue flap f 9. In forming the carton, glue 
flap 9 is adhered in overlapping relation to the 
panel 0 to form rectangularly arranged side 
Walls. 
The carton Walls are shown as connected along 

parallel lines of fold 20 and 2? to top and bot 
tom flaps. Bottom flaps 22, 23, 24, and 25 are 
connected along the fold line 2 to the walls O, 
2, 4 and 6 respectively. Top closure flaps 26, 

27, 29 and 30 are connected along the fold line 
20 to the wall panels 0, f2, 4, and 6, respec 
tively. The bottom flaps are usually folded to 
right angular relation with their respective side 
walls with two smaller flaps 22 and 24 ordinarily 
folding into co-planar relation with the flaps 23 
and 25 folded to underlie the same and to be ad 
hered thereto. Similarly the flaps 26 and 29 are 
usually folded into co-planar relation and the 
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flaps 27 and 30 folded to overlie these smaller 
flaps and to be secured thereto. 
A weakened line of separation 3 extends acroSS 

the entire blank at a point spaced from the fold 
line 20. This Weakened line of separation may 
comprise a score line, a perforated line, a cut 
crease or other weakened line. The weakened 
line 3 f is so arranged that the entire rectangular 
upper portion of the carton may be separated 
from the lower portion thereof. 
A most important part of the present inven 

tion lies in the provision of cut lines 32 and 33 
which are located in the side walls 6 and 4 and 
which usually extend vertically from the Weak 
ened line of separation to the fold line 2). These 
cut lines 32 and 33 may actually comprise merely 
weakened lines which are cut or torn during re 
moval of the upper portion of the box. However, 
in actual practice it has been found that cut lines 
32 and 33 may often be used as the side wall 
panels can not spread apart to form an opening 
at this point until the top part of the carton is 
renOWed. 
After the upper portion 34 of the carton has 

been removed from the lower portion 35 thereof, 
as indicated in Figure 2 of the drawings, the 
tendency for the wall panels 2 and 6 to bulge 
OutWardly causes the Walls of the upper portion 
34 to fare outWardly to Some extent. If the cut 
lines or lines of Separation 32 and 33 were not 
present, the periphery of the upper portion of the 
carton will remain the same as the periphery of 
the lower portion 35. However, as the cut lines 
are present the tendency for the paperboard to 
return to flat condition causes the upper end to 
bow slightly, the Walls flaring outwardly. As a 
result the upper carton portion may be readily 
telescoped upon the lower carton portion without 
any difficulty. The periphery of the upper carton 
portion is usually Sufficiently increased so that the 
tWO carton parts can telescope with ease. 

In accordance With the patent statutes, I have 
described the principles of construction and 
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operation of my reclosable carton, and While I 
have endeavored to set forth the best embodiment 
thereof, I desire to have it understood that ob 
vious changes may be made within the scope of 
the following claims without departing from the 
Spirit of my invention. 

I claim: 
1. A carton including rectangularly arranged 

Side walls, closure flaps secured to the upper ends 
of said wall panels and folded into Superposed 
relation and adhered together, a weakened line 
of separation extending entirely about the carton, 
the weakened line being substantially parallel to 
and Spaced from the upper edges of the side Walls, 
and a weakened line of separation, in each of two 
opposed walls, extending upwardly from the first 
named Weakened line of Separation to the line of 
fold connecting said two opposed walls to their re 
Spective closure flaps, said last named weakened 
lines of Separation being intermediate the lines of 
fold connecting said two opposed Wall panels to 
the adjacent panels, whereby when the upper 
portion of the carton is separated from the lower 
portion thereof along the first mentioned weak 
ened line of Separation, and the upper carton por 
tion is separated along said last named weakened 
line, the upper carton portion will spread apart 
along its lower edge to permit ready telescoping 
onto the lower carton portion. 

2. The structure described in claim 1 and in 
which the Second Weakened line of Separation 
comprises cut lines. 

RUSSELL, J. HENNESSEY. 
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