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LAMINATING A BOOK COVER

This mvention relates to an improved technique for laminating the cover of a book, ledger

or the like.

It 1s a common practice to laminate the external surface of the cover of a book to protect 1t
agamst dirt, moisture and damage. However the application of a layer of plastics material to
only one side of a cover, especially 1f heat 1s used, tends to cause 1t to curl. To prevent this
1t 1s desirable to laminate both sides of a cover — the inside surface as well as the outside

10 surface. The problem that then arises 1s that a glue used to bind the pages to the cover will

not adhere well to a laminated surface.

A principal object of the present invention 1s to overcome this problem.

15 In accordance with one aspect of the present invention there 1s provided a method of

laminating the cover of a book, ledger or the like according to claim 1.

A central strip may be removed from a shect of laminating material before 1t 1s applied to
the mside surface of the cover so that glue can be applied directly to the cover material and

20 not to a laminated surface.

Preferably the central strip 1s removed by a pair of spaced apart cutters as the sheet of
laminating matenial 1s being drawn from a roll. The spacing apart of the cutters 1s
preferably adjusted to be not less than the height of the stack of pages or of a glue strip

25 applied to the lett-hand edges of the pages of the book, ledger or the like.
In accordance with another aspect of the present invention there 1s provided apparatus for

laminating the cover of a book, ledger or the like according to claim 3.
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A preferred embodiment of the invention will now be described by way of non-limitative
cxample with reference to the accompanying drawings, in which:

Figure 1 illustrates a roll from which a sheet of laminating matenial 1s being drawn to be
applied to the 1inside surface of a book cover, and

Figure 2 1llustrates the mside surface of a book cover to which the laminating sheet of

Figure 1 has been applied.

As shown 1n the drawings, a sheet of laminating material 1s being drawn from a roll 10 to
be applied to the mmside surface 11 of a book cover. Laminating material 1s also applied to
the whole of the external surface of the cover (not visible in Figure 2). As 1s known per se
the left-hand edges of the pages of the book (not shown) are glued together. The glue
extends throughout the height of the stack of pages and slightly overlaps the outermost
pages of the stack.

In accordance with the present invention a central strip 12 1s cut from the laminating
material as 1t 1s drawn from the roll 10. The cutting 1s effected by two cutters 13 and 14
which are adjustable along a rod or guide 15 parallel with the roll 10. The spacing apart of
the cutters 13 and 14 1s adjusted to be not less than the height of the stack of pages or the
width of a glue strip applied to them. This mean that a central strip 16 of the inside surface
of the book cover 1s exposed from the laminating material. The card or similar matenal of
the cover will adhere better to the stack of pages or glue strip than would a laminated
surface when glue 1s applied to the stack or to the exterior of the glue strip and 1t 1s

positioned centrally 1n the strip 16.
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CLAIMS:

1. A method of laminating the cover of a book, ledger or the like which comprises
applying laminating material to the inside surface of the cover so as to leave the matenal of
the cover exposed from the laminatmg material 1in a central strip to which glue will be applied

to bind a stack of pages to the cover.

2. A method as claimed 1n claim 1, wherein a central strip 1s removed from a sheet of
laminating material before 1t 1s applied to the inside surface of the cover so that glue can be

applied directly to the cover material and not to a laminated surface.

3. A method as claimed 1n claim 2 wherein the central strip 1s removed by a pair of

spaced apart cutters as the sheet of laminating material 1s being drawn from a roll.

4 A method as clammed 1n claim 3 wherein the spacing apart of the cutters 1s adjusted to
be not less than the height of the stack of pages or a glue strip applied to the left-hand edges
of the pages of the book, ledger or the like.

5. Apparatus for laminating the cover of a book, ledger or the like, comprising a pair of
cutters adjustable along a guide parallel with a roll from which a sheet of laminating material
1s being drawn, the cutters being arranged to remove a central strip from the sheet of
laminating material before 1t 1s applied to an inside surface of the cover, so as to leave the
material of the cover exposed so that glue for binding a stack of pages to the cover can be

applied directly to the cover material and not to a laminated surface.
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