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1 Claim? 

This invention relates to overshoes and more 
particularly to a ConstruCtion of the Sanne frOrn 
elastic Sheet materialS?SuCh as rubber and/or 
Stretchable fabrics. 
In the present demand for overshoes, it is 

found desirable not only that the overshoe shall 
fit readily and smoothly over the regular leather 
Shoes which are CustOrnarily Worn Under thern, 
but that they shall go on and Come Off read? 
ily fit snugly over the shoe, be tight against 
snow and water etc. when on,?and in con 
junction with these provisions, also permit and 
provide for fitting over the Cuff of trousers the 
lower edge of ski pants, the bulging of thick 
WOOlen Socks or StockingS, and the like,?without 
binding On the One hand or being loose to per? 
mit the entrance of snow ice water etc. over 
the tops, on the other. 
OVershoes which are on the market at the 

preSent titne do not prOVide these Combinations 
Of features in construction, Convenient adjust 
ment and ClOSe fitting It is acCordingly an ob 
ject of this invention to provide an overshoe con 
Struction which may be conveniently inexpen 
Sively and practically manufactured, and which 
Will meet these Several conditions and Serve these 
Warious purposes in actual practice and under 
the innumerable combinations of circumstances 
to Which the Wearer of Such Overshoes is apt 
to Subject them as a mere incident of his de 
Sired activities. 

It is alSo an Object to provide an overshoe 
Which while adapted to serve under the severe 
Conditionsabove enumerated (which may be con 
Sidered as related to stormy or snowy weather, 
Sporting use and the like)?may also beadapted 
to the more Compact fitting of the foot and an 
kle of the Wearer when heavy stockings, etc. are 
not WOrn or When the overshoe isto fit under the 
Cuff Or the trousers ski pants etc., rather than 
OVer them When the Weather or under-foot Con 
ditions are more moderate It is a further ob 
ject to provide a simple construction, not only 
in respect of use and wear but also in respect 
Of the manufacturing steps forits assembly and 
construction Another object is to provide for 
Such relative disposition assembly and arrange 
ment of the parts that they will not tend to rup 
ture or tear each other in manufacture or use, 
and hence so that they need not be greatly re 
inforced nor fashioned of heavy bulky or un 
necessarily large Or numerous parts. A further 
Object is to produce a relatively inexpensive and 
yet Satisfactory product which is Suitable for 
either hard or moderate usage as the ultimate 

(CI 36?7.3) 
desire of the purchaser andwearer may require? 
and thus avoid the necessity of his anticipating 
the Conditions under which he expects t0 uSe 
them A further object is to provide.a method 
Of making Such Overshoes?Which Shall Combine 
simplicity and?1ow cost with good quality of 
materials, reliable and Secure assembly of the 
parts and attractive appearance in the finished 
product Other Objects Will appear from the 
following diSClOSure. 
While the invention is generally applicable to 

Various kinds of footWear and m0re eSpecially 
those which are rnade of stretchable materials 
and adapted to fit OVer bOth the foot and ankle 
Of the Wearer for purposes of setting forth a 
preferred and typical example?it Will be de 
SCribed in relation t0 its practical appliCation in 
the fabriCation of the Several parts assembly and 
COnStruction of an overShoe as illustrated in 
the accompanying drawings in which: 
Fig 1 is a plan View of an upper piece for a 

left foot Overshoe as cut out and assembled, 
and With a portion of the sheet rubber removed 
to Show the Construction and arrangement of 
the Several parts; * 

Fig 2 is a detail showing the termination of 
the Slit Opening in the lining the gusset fitting 
therein and the Overlapping binding strip fold 
ed back therefrom; 
Fig 3 is a detail view of atear-resisting cord 

With patch for affixing the same; 
Fig 4 is a Cross-section of the same; 
Fig 5 is a CroSS-Section along the line 5?5 

of Fig.1 in the direction of the arrows; 
Fig 6 is a horizontal Cross-section along the 

line 6?6 of the leg portion of the finished shoe 
as sh0Wn in Fig.8; - 
Fig 7 is a Side view of a finished right foot 

overshoe with slit opening and gusset expanded; 
and * 

Fig 8 is a Side view of Such finished overshoe 
in closed position. 
In accordance with the present invention a 

Sheet of Soft napped fabric f that is preferably 
napped On the inner Surface and provided with a 
thin layer of tacky adhesive onits outer surface, 
is cut into the shape of an entire upper for the 
OVerShoe including both quarters but not the 
Vamp This is provided with a slit 2 (so posi 
tioned asto Come on the outerside ofthe finished 
OVerShoe) extending from the top edge3 almost 
to the bottom 4?forming edges 5 and6 (Fig.5). 
A broad V-Shaped elastic fabric-lined rubber 
gusset T is then set into this slit with its V 
edges 8 9 extending through the slit (i e., from 
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2 
napped Side of the liner) and overlapping the 
edges of the slit 5 and 6, to lie upon the adhesive 
Side of the liner I (Fig.2). The pointed end II 
of the guSSet T alSo extends through and slightly 
beyond (below) the end of the slit (Fig.2). The 
edges of the Slit are nOW brought nearly to? 
gether and approximately parallel, with the 
edges of the guSSet Caught therebetween, which 
are then pressed down flat upon the adheSive 
Surface of the fabric liner and attaChed theretO 
by the application of preSSure and rolling dOWn, 
In this position, a Strip of Strong binding mate? 
rial I2 coated on both sides 13, 14 with adhesive 
cement is laid Over both ofthe Cemented margins 
of the gusset 8?9, and Substantially Co-extensive 
therewith and with the tip I l, as Shown in Fig. 
2 butit may advantageously overlap them some 
what on either Side and adhere to the adjacent 
portions of the liner and extend below the end 
of the slit and preferably also below the pointed 
end of the gusset I I, overlapping the Same at thiS 
Doint and adhering directly to the fabric at this 
point alSO if deSired. 
A Short 1ength of stout cord l5 (which may be 

moresecurely held in position by folding a Short 
strip of adhesive sheet rubber or binding mate 
rial 16overit) isappliedacrossthe bottom ofthe 
strip of binding material above mentioned?SO aS 
to lie horizontally and approximately at (Or 
slightly above or below) the end of the Slit in the 
fabric liner beneath It is found advantageoustO 
have this cord not only Strong but hard SO aS 
to resist tearing It is also Convenient to have 
it thick and turned upwardly at both ends into 
a sort of U-shape?the ends IT, 13.running longi? 
tudinally of and adjacent to the Slit for reaSOnS 
which will appear more particularly hereinafter. 
A sheet of rubber t9 may be Cut Out to the Size 

and shape ofthe fabric liner and applied to OVer? 
Iie and correspond to the adhesive Side of the 
fabric liner as above prepared In practice h0W? 
ever this is found to be more readily effected by 
1aying the assembled liner adhesive side down 
and smoothly upon a large sheet of rubber of 
the desired thickness, elasticity etc The Sheet 
rubber is then Cut out around the liner and 
usually "4 to %” beyond so as to leave a margin 
of rubber?free from and extending beyond the 
margins of the liner. 
The margins of the rubber 21?22, which Corre 

spond to the back of the overshoe are now Ce? 
mented.together Thereupon the upperis draWn 
over a last (not shown) and the upper edge 3 
Or mouth Of the OverShoe held in pOSition On the 
1ast by taping it to the last with strips of adhe? 
sive tape passing over the end of the last and 
adhering to the top portion or mouth of the 
upper. 
Awamp 23, made by applying a Suitablyshaped 

Diece of fabric liner to a COrreSpondingly shaped 
sheet of rubber with a margin of the latter ex 
tending beyond the fabric is now joined to the 
edges of a slit 24 in the forward margin of the 
previously formed upper and forms the toe por? 
tion ofthe overshoe (Fig.8). The free lower por 
tions of the upper and Vamp may now be drawn 
over the Sole portion of the last and the insole, 
fillers (not Shown) and Outer Soles 25 3re joined 
thereto with rubber Cement adhesives or other 
means, in the Customary wayS. The outer sole 
Will be joined to the upper and the joint Over 
laidwith a band offoxing 26, which may also be 
applied as at 2T and over the joint between the 

?Over both the Strip and the liner. 

2,108,650 
margins (21,22) of the upper in the back of the 
OVerShoe mentioned above. 
At this Stage the location of the slit in the 

fabric liner is indiCated by a siight bulging 28,29 
(Fig. 6), due to the strip of binding naaterial 12 
Which Overlies the slit but is?in turn, underneath 
the rubber sheeting 19 which has been applied 

With this 
Slight bulge as an indiCator a strap of rubber or 
rubber covered textile material 34 (Fig?8) is 
Cemented to the Outside of the upper near the 
mouth of the overShoe and in front of the slit 2; 
and of sufficient length to extend horizontally 
back over the Slit an appreciable distance This 
Strapis provided with an adjustable Slide 32 Car 
ryinga femalesnap menber33 adapted to engage 
a male snap member 34, which is carried in a 
fabric patch and by which it is cemented to the 
Ulpper at a point rearWardly Of the Slit and alSO 
nearthetop of the Overshoe The strap may also 
Carry a female member35 whichis fixed thereon 
and adapted to engage the male member34 when 
the Shoe is in Closed position, as in Fig.8. 
Again, On the Outer rubber Surface of the 

upper along a-line CorreSponding to the forward 
edge of the slit in the fabric (and from high 
upOn Or above the instep as at 36 to a point 3? 
at Or below the lower end Of the slit) is Cemented 
one edge38 of a more or less triangular tab 39, 
the remainder of which extends rearwardly of 
the overShoe overlapping the slit and extending 
to a point above and near the side ofthe heel. 
The opposite free end or corner of the tab has a 

female Snap member 40 thereon; while a male 
Snap member (not shown) carried in a patch of 
fabric iS then Cemented to the rear portion of 
the surface of the upper (i.e. rearwardly of the 
Slit) and positioned to engage therewith. 
As thus assembled the rubber overshoe, upon 

the metal last is ready for passing into the Vul 
Canizing chamber where it is vulcanized in the 
tlsualwaysto develop the strength and elasticity 
of the Shoe.as a whole to integrate the several 
joints and the adhesion of like and unlike sur 
faces to each otheris assured bythe setting or 
Vulcanizing of the adhesives used which usually 
contain rubber. * 
After Vulcanizing, the rubber sheet of the up 

per (and the strip of reinforcing fabric material 
therebeneath) is cut from the top or mouth of 
the Overshoe 3 nearly to the bottom 4 along a 
Iine falling between the engaged edges of-the 
V-Shaped gusset indicated by an arrow in Fig. 
5,?thus releaSing those edges of the gusset (pre 
Viously held together by the binding strip 12 
and rubber Sheet 19 Spanning the same) and 
permitting them to be opened out as shown in 
Figs.6 and7 In this Cutting operation?the space 
between the folded edges 4t, 42 of the unfolded 
margins 8?9 of the gusset serves as a guide on 
the inside On the outside?it is indicated by 
the slight bulging of the edges 28?29 of the en 
Closed Strip of reinforcing fabric I2?beCause it 
corresponds substantially to the median line of 
this strip (Figs.5 and 6). In this cutting opera 
tion, the Cord I5 above mentioned by bulging 
Outwardly SOmeWhat, also indicates the desired 
pOSition for the end Of the Slit That is?the bot 
tom of the U-shaped bulge of the cord which 
surrounds the end of the slit in the fabric also 
defines the terminus of the slit in the fabric and 
Cut to be made in the rubber sheet (see Fig.7). 
The overshoe is now ready to wear. The V? 

Shaped gusset Spanning the margins of the slit 
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point. 

in the upper permits substantially the whole 
height of the upper to be expanded to receive 
the foot of the Wearer without being opened. 
After inserting the foot?the triangular lower 
Strap may be drawn back and the snap posi 
tivelyfastened thus.drawing the vampandupper 
Smoothly and firmly over the body portion and 
around the instep of the shoe and foot. 
The trouser cuff or stockings etc. may now be 

adjusted the gusset T is drawn over them and 
any excess of the gusset foldedin, and the upper 
Strap3f then drawn backwardly the slidable fas 
tener adjusted thereon to the required length 
(which Will thereafter be substantially the same 
for Such use) and snapped onto the top button 
34 already mentioned. In this way the top or 
mouth 3 of the overshoe is firmly fitted around 
the leg and garment of the wearer at this point. 
It may be observed that the total circumference 
of the leg and garment is not always greatest at 
this point as is Sometimes assumed When the 
trouSersto be Worn have Cuffs or the socks are 
folded Over the shoe tops, etc. the overall cir 
Cumference may be greater below than at this 

On the Other hand if the trouser legs 
are draWn Up Or the Stockings rolled down from 
the top only they will tend to bulge out to the 
greatest extent at or near the top of the over 
Shoe In either Case Suitable allowance may be 
made aCCOrdingly With an overshoe of the pres 
ent Construction, without binding on the One 
hand Orleaving gaps around the mouth of the 
OVerShoe, On the Other Such provisions have 
not been made On overshoes as heretofore con 
Structed. 
Another advantage of the present overshoe 

Construction is that While the Stockings?trouser 
CuffS, etC. Can be turned inside Of the mouths of 
the overshoes as above described they may also 
be turned Out, at will,?and a perfectly tight, 
firrn fit OVer the foot and Shoe Will be assured 
in either Case Moreover While the Stockings, 
trousers etc. may fit inside of the top of the 
OVerShoe, and the OverShoe upper drawn Snugly 
around them,?When the trousers stockings, etc. 
are Worn OutSide the rnouth Of the OVershoe, 
then the upper part of the OverShoe Snugly fits 
the ankle Of the Wearer and permits the trousers 
to fall naturally thereover on the OutSide With 
Out interference The fixed female Snap mem 
ber 35 on the Upper strap may then be used and 
engaged With the male member 34, as in Fig?8. 
The OverShoe as thus made is readily rernoved, 

for upon releasing the upper and lower fastener 
members the Vertical Slit 2 expands along the 
whole height ofthe upper and to the whole width 
of the V-Shaped guSSet plus its elastic stretCh. 
This releases not only the garments Within the 
upper portion but also the Shoe and foot from 
the lower portion And at all Stages of adjust 
ment, the interior of the Overshoe is kept both 
dry andwarm. Moreover afterwearingthe over 
shoe through Snow andice so that it is both Wet 
and perhaps Caked with ice and Snow On the 
outside?such matter is Confined to the OutSide 
of the overshoe and Can not enter when the 
overshoe istaken of AcCordingly if the OVer? 
shoeisto be put on again before theice and SnOW 
has melted offand dried,?it may be put On With 
out getting the foot or garments of the wearer 
wet in So doing. Nor Will the Snow and ice inter? 
fere with the adjustments. The lower triangular 
band and snap having been in position when COV? 
ered withice and snow will be free to be replaced 
and Snapped in position; even though the iCe 

3 
and Snow have not melted off andthe Upperband 
Will likewise be free to be adjusted and fastened. 
Again what is of great importance in the prac 
tical use of these Overshoes the garments of the 
Wearer COvering the foot and ankle will be kept 
dry Garments above the ankle (as at the knee) 
8re looser and less likely to become wet through, 
for being loose they shed both rain and snow 
more effectively But the lower ends of these 
garments Such as trousers?tend to get wet or 
hold Snow and the Snug fitting folds such as 
rolled down stockings orthe upper edges of socks 
also tend to collect moisture snow?ice etc. 
Another feature of the construction here dis 

ClOSed is that if the wearer should prefer to 
leave the mouth of the overshoe open and un 
fastened as children are very likely to do in 
fair weather the shoe portions of the overshoe 
Will nevertheless fit Snugly and firmly over the 
foot and Shoe This not only effects a neatness 
Of appearance but assures the firm retention of 
the Overshoe upon the foot preventing the heel 
fron Sagging downwardly or slipping in walking, 
and holding the upper portion of the overshoe 
upright instead offlopping loosely about the feet, 
Which is apt to Cause tripping and slipping and 
in any event makes the wearerawkward and at a 
disadvantage in looking out for himself under all 
circumstances, 
Attention may be called to the fact that the 

entire upper and vamp are composed of two 
pieces of rubber covered fabric that these are 
integrally joined by a single seam between the 
upper edge of the vamp and the edges of slit 
24 passing transversely over the instep of the 
OVershoe and that the whole is elastic andadapt 
ed to Conform intimately to the foot and shoe 
Of the Wearer A further feature from the man 
ufacturing standpoint is that substantially all 
Of the joints may be fabricated from sheet rub 
ber and Sheet fabric materials?except the me 
tallic fasteners and short piece of cord 15?which 
are eaSily proCured A further feature is that 
they may be assembled and joined by rubber ce 
ments Or the like and finally developed to the 
desired strength flexibility elasticity etc., by 
the usual Vulcanizing operation. Moreover dur 
ing the Operation and before cutting open the 
Slit through the outer rubber sheeting 19,?the 
latter forms a Continuous form-retaining en 
Welope Which holds the overshoe together and 
Snugly upon the last during the lasting opera 
tion against the pulling and shaping and draw 
ing of the fabric over the last and attachment 
Of the Sole elements thereto; and als0 retains 
the lasted Size and Shape of the overshoe during 
the Vulcanizing Operation Hence,the Overshoe is 
lasted and Vulcanized aCCurately to the Size and 
Shape desired and required to fit over the wear 
er's foot and Shoe,?and about the ankle,?with 
out additional garments therein The opening 
out Of the expanded Slit and gusset, plus some 
elaSticity in the triangular tab and upper as a 
Whole, provide for the extra Volume introduced 
by tucking outer garments therein, but without 
interfering with the Snug fit Of the OverShoe Over 
the foot and Shoe portions. 
I Claina: 
An overSh0e, Characterized by having an up 

Der CompOSed Of a single Sheet Of elastic rubber 
and liner, having a VertiCal Seam between two 
opposed edges thereof at the rear, a vertical slit 
from the mouth of the Overshoe extending al 
most to the bottom, On the Outer Side Of the 
Shoe, a soft V-Shaped fabric gusset having its 
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4 2,108,650 
edges and pointattached along the margins and 
around the bottom of saidslit atriangulartab 
having One edge attached to Said upper along 
the lower part of the forward edge of Said slit, 

5 whereby the upper may be stretched and drawn 
Snugly Over the foot, and its apex haWing fasten 
ing means, COOperating fastening means on the 
rearWard lOWer portion of the upper to engage 

said tabfastening means in suchstretched posi 
tion, and an adjustable fastening means attached 
to the upper along the forward edge of Said slit, 
near the mouth of the Shoe and CoOperating 
fastening means attached to the rearward por? 
tion of the upper to engage Said adjustable faS? 
tening means. 

EDWARD F. CASEY. 


