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[57] ABSTRACT

A cigarette dispensing package and blank therefor are
provided wherein an inner shell is movable within an
outer shell between a fully contained closed position
and a partially extending open position, the inner shell
snapping into the respective positions and being shift-
able therebetween by a simple single-handed squeezing
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wherein a blank printed on a single side permits of the
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1
CIGARETTE DISPENSING PACKAGE

CROSS-REFERENCES TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a Continuation-in-Part of my co-
pending Patent application Ser. No. 770,743, filed Oct.
25, 1968 now U.S. Pat. No. 3,583,625.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION .

This invention relates generaily to packaging, and
more particularly is concerned with a novel package or
container for cigarettes and the like and to a novel
blank useful in the construction of such a container.

As is well known to those skilled in the art, the re-
moval of cigarettes from a package presents certain dif-
ficulties in that the cigarettes are not conveniently ex-
posed nor is access provided for convenient manual re-
moval. While there have been proposed packaging
structures -attempting to overcome these difficulties,
such prior packages have not found general acceptance
for many reasons, including the complexity of the
structure and cost.

For example, attempts have been made to construct
dispensing packages for cigarettes and the like which
include an outer shell or container within which is piv-
otally mounted an inner container or shell movable be-
tween an inaccessible position completely within the
outer shell and an accessible exposed position whereby
cigarettes can be removed therefrom. In addition to the

- complexity of the structure and the cost thereof, there
have been two major problems associated with this type
of outer shell - inner shell construction which have pre-
vented this type of cigarette dispensing package from
becoming popularly accepted by manufacturers and
consumers. ‘

Specifically, to the present time, nobody has devised
a simple method for maintaining the movable inner
shell in the particular position, either in or out, as may
be desired. Where tight frictional arrangements have
been provided between the inner and outer shells, the
cigarette dispensing package becomes difficult to use in
the many situations where a consumer wishes quick
and easy access to the cigarettes. On the other hand, a
very free sliding arrangement between the inner and
outer shells produced the very undesirable result of fre-
quent, accidental openings.

A second problem inherent in a cigarette dispensing
package employing an inner shell-outer shell construc-
tion, involves the adequate provision of an opening sys-
tem which will positively retain the inner shell in its in-

accessible position when the cigarette package is in its

unopened state and which will permit the casy removal
of the inner shell by the consumer when he wishes to
opcn the package of cigarettes.

Both of the above-described problems are com-
pounded by the fact that in the manufacture of such an
inner shell-outer shell package, it is commercially expe-
dient and, in fact, economically justifiable only if such
an inner shell-outer shell construction can be manufac-
tured from a single planar starting blank which can be
operated on by existing packaging machinery. Thus, to
the present time, there has not been devised a single
planar blank, compatible with existing machinery,
which, in addition to defining a package having an
outer shell within which is pivotally secured an inner
shell (when properly assembled), also includes means
for maintaining the inner shell in either of its two oper-
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2

ative positions, and further include means for establish-
ing a simple removable opening arrangement which
will seal the inner shell in its closed position when the
cigarette package is unopened.

In addition to the above, prior inner shell-outer shell
package constructions have been inconvenient in use,
requiring a two-handed pulling apart or separating ma-
nipulation to effect opening of the package, and fur-
ther, such packages were often excessively difficult to
open by substantial friction between the relatively slid-
ing inner and outer shells.

A further problem in the commercial utilization of
relatively shiftable inner shell-outer shell package con-
structions, was the difficulty in utilizing a single-side
blank (printed on only one side), which was capable of
presenting copy on all its exposed surfaces.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention is directed to a dispensing
package for cigarettes and the like, and includes an
outer shell within which there is pivotally mounted an
inner shell. The inner shell is movable between a first
inaccessible position, completely within the outer shell,
and a second position, partially out of the outer shell,
whereby the contents thereof are accessible. It further
includes a simple snap-lock arrangement for firmly
maintaining the inner shell in either of its two operative
positions. As will be discussed hereinafter, this snap-
lock arrangement is preferably of overcenter toggle
type construction and does nOt interfere in any manner

_with the consumer’s ability to rapidly move the inner

shell between its inaccessible and accessible positions,
nor does it interfere with the contents of the package.

The present invention provides a one-piece starting
blank which is adaptable to existing machinery and
which, in addition to defining the properly oriented
inner shell-outer shell construction when assembled,
also includes a snap-lock provision and the aforemen-
tioned opening tab as integral portions thereof.

In addition, the present invention affords a highly im-
proved and unique ease of operation requiring only a
one-hand squeezing manipulation to selectively open
or close the package. :

Finally, the present invention further discloses a
novel structure wherein an inner sheli-outer shell pack-
age construction may be formed of a blank printed on
one side only and present to view copy on all exposed
surfaces.

Accordingly, it is an object of the present invention
to provide a dispenser for cigarettes and the like which
includes an outer shell within which is pivotally secured
an inner shell movable between inaccessible and acces-
sible positions, and which further includes snap-lock
means for positively locating the inner shell in either of
its two positions.

Yet another object of the present invention is to pro-
vide such a dispenser for cigarettes and the like
wherein the aforementioned snap-lock means includes
an overcenter, naturally biased, toggle-arrangement.

Still another object of the present invention is to pro-
vide a novel one-piece blank, adaptable to existing
commercial machinery, which blank facilitates the con-
struction of a dispenser for cigarettes and the like hav-
ing an outer shell within which is pivotally secured an
inner shell movable between inaccessible and accessi-
ble positions.
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A further object of the present invention is to provide
such a blank which includes the aforementioned snap-
lock means as an integral portion thereof.

A still further object of the present invention is to
provide such a blank which includes the aforemen-
tioned removable opening tab means as an integral por-
tion thereof.

It is still a further object of the present invention to
provide a dispenser for cigarettes and the like wherein
a pair of inner and outer shells are relatively shiftable
by an extremely simple, one-hand squeezing operation
to open and close the package.

It is still another object of the present invention to
provide a dispenser package for cigarettes and the like,
of the type described, wherein a blank printed on a sin-
gle side may be employed to form the package and
present copy on all exposed surfaces of the package.

It is still another object of the present invention to
provide a dispenser package for cigarettes and the like,
and blank therefor, having the advantageous character-
istics mentioned in the preceding paragraphs, which
are extremely simple in construction and operation,
and capable of rapid and economical manufacture.
These and other objects, features and advantages of the
present invention and a further understanding thereof
may be had by referring to the following specification
and drawings, in which:

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a plan view of a blank constructed in accor-
dance with the teachings of the present invention.

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of a dispenser con-
structed in accordance with the present invention, with
the package in its open condition, an operator’s hand
being illustrated in phantom.

FIG. 3 is a sectional elevational view taken generally
along the line 3—3 of FIG. 2.

FIG. 4 is a rear view of the package, as taken from
the right of FIG. 3.

FIG. § is a sectional view similar to FIG. 3, but show-
ing the package in its closed condition.

FIG. 6 is a horizontal sectional view taken generally
along the line 6—6 of FIG. 5.

FIG. 7 is a plan view showing the blank of FIG. 1 in
an early stage of forming the package of FIGS. 2-6.

FIG. 8 is a plan view showing the opposite side of the
blank of FIG. 1 in the stage of FIG. 7.

FIG. 9 is a top view illustrating a quantity of ciga-
rettes surrounded by an inner wrap preparatory to en-
closure in a package of the present invention.

FKG. 10 is a side elevational view of the wrapped cig-
arettes of FIG. 9,

FIG. 11 is a bottom view of the wrapped cigarettes of
FIGS. 9 and 16.

FIG. 12 is a top perspective view illustrating the
blank of FIGS. 1, 7 and 8 being folded about the
wrapped cigarettes of FIGS. 9-11.

FIG. 13 is a perspective view similar to FIG. 12, but
illustrating a slightly later stage in the packaging opera-
tion of folding the package about the contents,

FIG. 14 is a top perspective view illustrating the fin-
ished package.

FIG. 15 is a top perspective view illustrating the ini-
tially opened condition of the package of FIG. 14, parts
being broken away to illustrate interior construction.

FIG. 16 is a perspective view similar to FIG. 18, illus-
trating removal of a cigarette from the open package.
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FIG. 17 is a plan vicw showing a slightly modified em-
bodiment of blank of the present invention adapted to
be formed into a dispensing package.

FIG. 18 is a perspective view illustrating a package of
the present invention formed from the blank of FIG.
17, in an operative condition of use, and showing an
operator’s hand in phantom.

FIG. 19 is a sectional elevational view taken gcner-
ally along the line 19-—-19 of FIG. 18.

FIG. 20 is a rear view of the package of FIG. 19,
taken from the right side thereof.

FIG. 21 is a sectional elevational view similar to FIG.
19, but illustrating the package in its closed condition.

FIG. 22 is a horizontal sectional view taken generally
along the line 22—22 of FIG. 21.

FIG. 23 is an plan view showing another slightly mod-
ified embodiment of blank adapted to be formed into
a dispensing package of the present invention.

FIG. 24 is a perspective view showing a package of
the present invention formed from the blank of FIG.
23, illustrating the package in its open condition.

FIG. 25 is a sectional elevational view taken gener-
ally along the line 25—25 of FIG. 24.

FIG. 26 is a rear elevational view taken generally
from the right-hand side of FIG. 25. :

FIG. 27 is a sectional elevational view similar to FIG.
25, but showing the package in a closed condition.

FIG. 28 is a horizontal sectional view taken generally
along the line 28—28 of FIG. 27.

FIG. 29 is a plan view showing one piece of a two-
piece blank adapted to be formed into a package of the
present invention in accordance with a slightly modi-
fied embodiment.

FIG. 30 is a plan view showing the other piece of the
two-part blank.

FIG. 31 is a perspective view illustrating an interme-
diate stage in formation of a package from the blanks
of FIGS. 29 and 30.

FIG. 32 is a perspective view illustrating a later stage
in formation of the package.

FIG. 33 is a perspective view illustrating the package
formed from the blank parts of FIGS. 25 and 30, and
illustrating the package in an open condition.

FIG. 34 is a sectional elevational view taken gener-
ally along the line 34—34 of FIG. 33.

FIG. 35 is a horizontal sectional view taken generally
along the line 35—35 of FIG. 34.

FIG. 36 is a rear elevational view taken generally
from the right-hand side of FIG. 34.

FIG. 37 is a generally horizontal sectional view taken
generally along the line 37—37 of FIG. 34.

FIG. 38 is a sectional view similar to FIG. 34, but
showing the package in closed condition.

FIG. 39 is a horizontal sectional view taken generally
along the line 39—39 of FIG. 38,

FIG. 40 is a rear elevational view taken from the
right-hand side of FIG. 38.

FIG. 41 is a horizontal sectional view taken generally
along the line 41—41 of FIG. 38.

FIG. 42 is a plan view showing one piece of a two-
part blank adapted to form another modification of the
instant invention.

FIG. 43 is a plan view showing the other piece of the
two-part blank of the instant modification.

FIG. 44 is a perspective view illustrating an interme-
diate stage in formation of a package of the instant in-
vention utilizing the blank parts of FIGS. 42 and 43.
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FIG. 45 is a perspective view showing the package of
FIG. 4 in a slightly later stage of formation.

FIG. 46 is a perspective view showing the completed
package of FIG. 45 in an open position.

FIG. 47 is a sectional elevational view taken gener-
ally along the line 47—47 of FIG. 46.

FIG. 48 is a horizontal sectional view taken generally
along the line 48—48 of FIG. 47. _

FIG. 49 is a rear elevational view taken from the
right-hand side of FIG. 47.

FIG. 50 is a horizontal sectional view taken generally
along the line 50—50 of FIG. 47.

FIG. 51 is a sectional elevational view similar to FIG.
47, but showing the package in its closed condition.

FIG. 52 is a horizontal sectional view taken generally
along the line 52—52 of FIG. 51.

FIG. 53 is a rear elevational view taken from the
right-hand side of FIG. 51.

FIG. 54 is a horizontal sectional view taker'generall
along the line 54—54 of FIG. 51. :

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
: EMBODIMENTS

Referring now more particularly to the drawings, and
specifically the embodiment shown in FIGS. 1-16,
there is shown in FIG. 1 a one-piece starting blank 110
which may advaritageously be integrally fabricated of
a single sheet of resilient, stiff; bendable material, such
as cardboard, or other suitable sheet material. When
properly set up, the blank 110 will result in the con-
tainer 112 of FIGS. 2-6, wherein it will be seen'that the
container stores a quantity of cigarettes for dispensing
from the container, but it is understood that other arti-
cles may be stored and dispensed by the container, if
desired.

The container-dispenser or package 112 of the pres-
ent invention is of the type which includes an outer
shell 114 within which is pivotally secured a cigarette
retaining inner shell 116. The inner shell 116 is mov-
able between a first position completely within the
outer shell 114, as seen in FIGS. 5 and 6, to a second
position partially out of the outer shell, as seen in FIGS.
2 and 3. The first position of FIGS. § and 6 may be con-
sidered as a closed position, the cigarettes or other con-
tents of the inner shell 116 being completely retained
therewithin and inaccessible, while the position of
FIGS. 2 and 3 may be considered as an open position
with the inner shell extending partially beyond the con-
fines of the outer shell and presenting the cigarettes
118 for manually accessible removal by a user.

With specific reference to FIG. 1, the various por-
tions of the blank 110 will now be described, it being
initially noted that broken or dot-and-dash lines indi-
cate folds, scores or creases, wherein solid lines define
the actual outline of the various panels, The blank 110
includes a generally rectangular, elongated outer shell
rear wall panel 122, along the opposite longitudinal or
side edges 124 and 126 of which are secured generally
rectangular, longitudinally coextensive, elongated,
outer shell side wall panels 128 and 130. The lower
edge 132 of panel 122 is provided with an outer shell

rear wall bottom tab 133, while the lower edges 134

and 136 of the side wall panels 130 and 128, respec-

tively, are provided with outer shell side bottom wall

panels or flaps 138 and 140, respectively. To the upper
edge 142 of the rear wall panel 122 is hingedly secured
a hinge panel 144, the purpose of which will be de-
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scribed hereinafter in greater detail. The upper edges
146 and 148 of the outer shell sidc wall panels 128 and
130, respectively, each have hingedly connccted
thereto the outer shell top panels 150 and 152, respec-
tively.

A second edge 154 of the hinge panel 144 has
hingedly connected thereto an inner shell rear wall
panel 156, while a third edge 158 of the hinge panel
154 has hingedly secured thereto a triangular stop
panel 160, the purpose of which will be described pres-
enitly.

Along one longitudinal edge 162 of the inner shell
rear wall panel 156 is a partial inner shell side wall
panel 164. Along the opposite longitudinal edge 166 of
the inner shell rear wall panel 156 is a full or complete
inner shell side wall panel 168.

The opposite longitudinal edge 170 of the full inner
shell side wall' pariel 168 has hingedly connected
thereto an‘inner shell front wall panel 172 whose oppo-
site longitudinal edge 174 has hingedly secured thereto
a second partial inner shell side wall panel 176. One
edge 178 of the inner shell front wall panel 172 has an
inner shell bottom tab 180 hingedly secured thereto,
while the opposite edge 182 may be free in the instant
embodiment.

While not specifically illustrated, it will be appreci-
ated and-can be shown that a pair of blanks 110 may
be arranged in generally coplanar relation with their
inner shell rear and front panels 156 and 172 in an in-
terfitting relationship; and further, that an additional
pair of such interfitting blanks may be arranged along-
side of and in interfitting relation with the first-
mentioned pair of interfitting blanks. In such arrange-

_ment, it will be apparent that four blanks 110 may be

35
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economically and conveniently cut from a single stan-
dard blank now presently employed in conventional
cigarette packaging machinery.

In addition, the blank 110 of FIG. 1 is formed in the

_outer shell rear wall panel 122 with a through opening

or hole 89, which may be located medially in spaced
relation between the end edges 132 and 142, and later-
ally coextensive with and terminating at the longitudi-
nal edges 124 and 126. The through opening or hole 89
may be of elongate or ovaloid configuration and serves
as a finger receiving opening, in a manner which will
appear more fully hereinafter.

Referring now to FIGS. 7-14, the steps necessary to
convert the blank 110 of FIG. 1 to the finished dispens-
er-package 112 of FIG. 2 will now be described in de-
tail.

In FIG. 7, the inner shell sub-blank (including the
first partial side wall panel 164, the rear wall panel 156,
the complete side wall panel 168, the front wall panel
172, and the second partial side wall panel 176) has
been swung about a pivotal axis including the edge or
fold 142 of the outer shell rear wall panel 122, such
that the inner shell sub-blank overlays the outer shell
sub-blank, which latter includes the outer shell rear
wall panel 122 and the outer shell side panels 128 and
130. At this time, the upper surfaces as seen in FIG. 7
may be provided with suitable adhesive, say as illus-
trated by stippling in the drawings. Specifically, the ad-
hesive may be applied as in a trapezoidal configuration
91 to the side top wall panel 152, completely covering
the side wall bottom panel 138, covering end portions
93 and 95 of side wall bottom panel 140, and partially
covering the partial inner shell side wall panel 164, as
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at 97. As the adhesive 97 is on one side of the integral
sheet of blank 110, and the other adhesive portions are
on the other side of the sheet, it will be understood that
application of the adhesive may be conveniently per-
formed after the folding operation into the form of FIG.
7. However, as is well known, the printing of the sheet
material of the blank 110 is advantageously performed
before cutting and scoring of the blank, and economi-
cally it is desirable to print only a single surface of the
blank. As shown in FIG. 8, the exterior surfaces of
outer shell panels 122, 128 and 130 would be the
printed surfaces, while the surface of inner shell front
wall panel 172 seen in FIG. 8 would be the opposite or
unprinted surface.

In FIGS. 9-11 are shown a quantity of the cigarettes
118 surrounded by an inner wrap or flexible sheet 99
say having its end portions adhesively secured in over-
lapping relation, as at 101. The inner wrap 99 may be
of a height less than that of the cigarettes 118, to ex-
pose the upper ends thereof, as seen in FIG. 10. Pro-
vided in covering relation with one corner of the upper
cigarette ends is a corner piece 103, say of four walls
in rectangular or right angular relationship with respect
to each other and detachably secured in covering rela-
tion with the upper ends of certain of the cigarettes
118. The inner wrapping operation to form the assem-
bly 9-11 is conventional and not part of the instant in-
vention.

The blank 110 of FIGS. 7 and 8 is folded about the
inner wrapped assembly of FIGS. 9-11, as shown in
FIG. 12.

The blank 110 of FIG. 12 has been folded three times
about the cigarette assembly from the condition of
FIGS. 7 and 8. In particular, the partial inner shell side
panel 176 has been swung 90° about fold line 174 rela-
tive to inner shell front panel 172; and further, the
inner shell front panel 172 has been swung 90° about
fold line 170 relative to the inner shell side panel 168.
Additionally, inner shell rear panel 156, together with
the coplanar hinge panel 144 and the underlying outer
shell rear panel 122 are swung about the end to end
aligned fold lines 166 and 158, and the adjacent paral-
lel fold line 124, all approximately 90° with respect to
the overlying inner and outer side wall panels 168 and
128.

From the condition shown in FIG. 12, the partial
inner shell side wall panel 164 is swung, together with
the outer shell side wall panel 130 about the axes of
fold lines 162 and 126 to the condition shown in FIG.
13. In this condition, the adhesive 97 is secured to the
inner wrap 99 and the complementary, partial inner
shell side wall 176.

To complete the package of FIG. 13, it is only neces-
sary to close the top and bottom of the package, as by
swinging top wall panel 150 inwardly and downwardly
in the direction of arrow 105, and subsequently swing-
ing top wall panel 152 into overlying adhesively se-
cured relation with the panel 150, in the direction of
arrow 107.

The bottom of the package of FIG. 13 may be closed
by inward and upward swinging of tabs or flaps 180,
followed by inward and upward swinging of bottom
wall panel 140 in the direction of arrow 109, to secure
the panel 140 by adhesive 93 and 95 to the respective
tabs 180 and 133. Completion of the package requires
only that the adhesive coated bottom wall panel 138 be
swung upwardly and inwardly in the direction of arrow
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111, all of which results in the completed package 112
of FIG. 14 performing its storing function and rcady to
perform its dispensing function. While the folding of
the blank 110 into the package 112 has been illustrated
and described as occurring about a quantity of ciga-
rettes, it is appreciated that the package may be set up
in the absence of cigarettes, and the latter inserted, if
desired.

The completed package 112 of FIG. 14 may be
quickly and easily used, in the manner illustrated in
FIG. 2. It will there be seen that a user’s single hand
113 may hold the package 112, and at the same time
squeeze the package so as to pass a finger or thumb 11§
through the finger hole 89. That is, the finger pressure
through the finger hole 89 against the rear wall 156 of
the inner shell 116 serves to angularly displace the
inner shell relative to the outer shell 114 to the open
position shown in FIG. 115. In the open position, the
corner covering piece 103 is presented for manual ac-
cess to the user, and may be grasped by the user’s fin-
gers, as in FIG. 15, and removed to expose the ciga-
rettes 118 for finger gripping and removal.

In the swinging movement between the closed inac-
cessible position of FIG. 14 and FIG. 5, to the open ac-
cessible position of FIGS. 15 and 3, the hinge panel 144
functions as a snap-lock in the same manner as my
hereinbefore referred to copending patent application,
swinging across a dead center position in the manner of
a toggle linkage, to yieldably urge and maintain the
inner shell 116 in each of its closed and opened posi-
tions. Further, the triangular panel or stop member 160
also functions in the manner described in said copend-
ing patent application to abuttingly engage the top wall
150, 152 of the outer shell 114 to limit opening move-
ment of the inner shell.

As described above, the opening movement of the
inner shell is simply effected by a mere single-handed
squeezing operation while passing a finger through the
finger hole 89. Closure of the inner shell 116 is simi-
larly quickly and easily effected by a mere single-
handed squeezing operation with the finger hole 89 un-
obstructed.

It will further be apparent, as from the blank 110,
that the inner shell side wall 168, as by the relatively
deep cutout or notch 117 is, for the most part, of con-
siderably reduced depth or height. Similarly, the com-
plementary partial inner side wall panels 164 and 176,
as by their relatively deep cutouts 119 and 121, also
form an inner shell side wall which is of relatively little
height or depth. By this reduced depth or height of the
inner shell side wall, frictional resistance to relative
movement of the inner shell is substantially reduced, as
are weight and material requirements substantially re-
duced. Further, the instant inner and outer shell pack-
age construction is not overly stiff and uncomfortable,
as in prior inner and outer wall package structures, but
is rather less stiff and somewhat more flexible for in-
creased comfort in one’s pocket as well as in handling,
and enhanced ease of operation.

Referring now to the embodiment of FIGS. 17-22,
there is shown in FIG. 17 a blank, generally designated
110a, which is similar to the blank 110 of the first de-
scribed embodiment, and which sets up to form a pack-
age 112a similar to the package 112.

The blank 110a includes an elongated outer shell
rear wall panel 1224 along the opposite longitudinal
edges 124a and 126a of which are secured elongated,
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outer shell side wall panels 128a and 130a. The lower
edge 132q of panel 122a is provided with an outer shell
rear bottom tab 133a, while the lower edges 134a and
136a of the side wall panels 1284 and 130a are pro-
vided with outer shell side wall bottom panels 138a and
140a, respectively.

To the upper edge 142a of the rear wall panel 122a
is hingedly secured a hinge panel 1444, and the upper
edges 146a and 148a of the outer shell side wall panels
1284 and 130a, respectively, each have hingedly con-
nected thereto the outer shell top panels 150a and
152a, respectively.

A second edge 154a of the hinge panel 144a has
hingedly connected thereto an inner shell rear wall
panel 156a, while a third edge 1584 of the hinge panel
144c has hingedly secured thereto a triangular stop
panel 160a.

Along one longitudinal edge 162a of the inner shell
rear wall panel 156a is a partial inner shell side wall
panel 164a, and along the opposite longitudinal edge
166a of the inner shell rear wall panel 156a is a full
inner shell side wall panel 168a. The opposite longitu-
dinal edge 170a of the full inner shell side wall panel
168a has hingedly connected thereto an inner shell
front wall panel 172a whose opposite longitudinal edge
174a has hingedly secured thereto a second partial
inner shell side wall panel 1764. One edge 178a of the
inner shell front wall panel 172a may be free, while the
opposite edge 182a of the inner shell front wall panel
1724 has hingedly connected thereto an elongate front
wall covering panel 184a generally congtuent to the
inner shell front wall panel 1724, as will appear pres-
ently.

Rather than the finger opening of the first described
embodiment, the blank 110a is formed in outer shell
rear wall panel 122a with a severance line 89a of gener-
ally closed configuration, such as the ovaloid configu-
ration illustrated, extending about and bounding a re-
movable piece or portion 86a within the closed sever-
able configuration 89a.

Also, the blank 110a of FIG. 17 may differ over the

first described blank 110 in the provision of adhesive

97a on a portion of partial inner shell side wall panel
1764, and elimination of the previously described adhe-
sive coating 97a from the partial inner shell side wall
panel 164a. The entire severable piece 86a may be ad-
hesively coated, if desired. Also, the entire cover panel
1844 may be adhesively coated. The adhesive coating
of trapezoidal configuration on outer shell top wall
panel 152a may be applied, as at 91a, and the adhe-
sively coated end portions 93a and 95a may be applied
to the outer shell bottom wall panel 140a. Also, the
complementary outer shell bottom wall panel 1384
may be entirely adhesively coated.

The adhesively coated covering panel 184a may be
provided on its end edge remote from the hinged con-
nection 182a with a tab or flap 1804, for a purpose ap-
pearing presently.

The setting up of the package 1124 from the blank
110a may be essentially as described in’ connection
with the first embodiment. However, it will be apparent
that the inner shell front wall panel 172a is substantially
completely - covered by the covering panel 184a
adhesively secured to the inner shell panel. Further, by
this covering action, there is exposed in the completed
package 112a only a single side of the blank 110a.
Thus, all exposed surfaces of the package may carry
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suitable imprinting or copy. That is, while in the first
described embodiment the exposed surface of inner
shell front wall panel 172 is the reverse or unprinted
side of a single sided blank, the cover panel 184 of the
blank 110a permits all exposed surfaces to carry copy
of a single sided or one side printed blank 110a.

Further, in the setting up operation, the detachable
piece 86a is adhesively secured to the inner shell rear
wall 1564, and upon initial opening of the package
112a, as by the singlc-handed squeezing operation de-
scribed hereinbefore, the severance line 89a is com-
pletely severed to completely detach piece 86a from
the outer shell rear wall or panel 1224, and permit free
movement of the piece 86a with the rear wall 156a of
the inner shell. Thus, while the completely detachable
piece 86a does not effect relative movement between
the inner shell 116a and outer shell 114g, it does permit
of applying imprinting or copy to the entire exposed
surface of the outer shell rear wall.

Considering now the embodiment of FIGS. 23-28,
there is shown in FIG. 23 a blank, generally designated
110b, which is essentially similar to the blank 110z of
FIG. 17. That is, the blank 110b includes an outer shell
rear panel 122b of elongate configuration, having
hingedly connected thereto on opposite longitudinal
sides, a pair of outer shell side panels 128b and 130b.
The outer shell side panel 128b is provided at its upper
end with a top panel 1505 and at its lower end with a
bottom panel 1405, while the outer shell side wall panel
130b is provided at its upper end with a top wall panel
152b and at its lower end with a bottom wall panel
138b. A hinge panel 144b extends from the upper end
of outer shell rear wall panel 1225, and a flap or tab
133b extends from the lower end of the rear panel.

The inner shell panels include an inner shell rear wall
panel 156b extending from the hinge panel 144b, while
an incomplete or partial inner shell side wall panel
164b extends from one side of the inner shell rear wall
panel 156b, and a complete inner shell side wall panel
168b extends from the other side of the inner shell rear
wall panel. Additionally, an inner shell front wall panel
172b extends from one side of the inner shell side wall
panel 168b, and a partial inner shell side wall panel
176b extends from the opposite side of the inner shell
front wall panel. A front wall covering panel 184b
extends from one end of the inner shell front wall panel
172b, and an end tab or flap 180b extends from the
covering panel 184b remote from the inner shell front
wall panel, all substantially as described in connection
with the embodiment of FIG. 17.

However, the outer shell rear wall panel 122b is
formed with a severance line or cut 89b which defines
an open configuration, such as the U-shaped configura-
tion of the illustrated embodiment. Extending across
and closing the open configuration of the cut or sever-
ance line 89b is a fold or crease 88b, which combines
with the cut or severance line 89b to circumscribe a
portion or piece 86b of the rear panel 122b. The panel
portion or piece 86b may be provided at one region
with an adhesive coating 90b spaced from the fold line
or crease 88b. In the illustrated embodiment, the fold
line or crease 88b defines the upper boundary of the
piece 86b, while the adhesively covered region 90b
defines the lower region of the bounded piece.

The setting up or erection procedure of the blank
1106 may be essentially the same as that of the blank
1104, to form a package 112b, as shown in FIG. 24.
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The package 112b is substantially the same as the pack-
age 112a, however the package 112b is additionally
held against movement beyond its desired open posi-
tion. In particular, the lower adhesive coated region of
rear wall piece 86b is secured in facing engagement
with the rear wall 156b of the inner shell, while the up-
per, noncoated region of the piece 86b swings about
the axis of fold 885, and also relative to the adhesively
coated lower region, to define, in effect, an additional
hinged connection of the overcenter toggle type or
snap-lock hinge. In the embodiment of FIGS. 23-28,
the pair of snap-lock hinges 144b and 86b serve to fur-
ther insure proper operation of the package, while en-
hancing resistance to abusive use.

In the embodiment of FIGS. 23-28, as well as in the
first described embodiments, the package operation is
simply effected by a one-handed squeezing manipula-
tion. Further, the squeezing manipulation may be
achieved by either the right or left hand of a user.

Considering now the embodiment shown in FIGS.
29-41, a package of the present invention is there illus-
trated, and as shown in FIGS. 29 and 30, is formed
from a two-part blank, including an inner shell part 210
of FIG. 29, and an outer shell blank part 211 as shown
in FIG. 30. The outer shell part 211 includes an elon-
gate, generally rectangular bottom wall panel 212, hav-
ing a pair of generally rectangular outer side wall pan-
els 213 and 214 extending respectively from fold lines
215 and 216 bounding opposite longitudinal sides of
the bottom wall. The side wall panels 213 and 214 may
be generally congruent, being laterally coextensive
with the longitudinal dimension of the bottom wall
panel 212, and each having its front edge formed with
a finger notch of cutout, as at 217 and 218, respec-
tively. Hingedly connected to the rear edge of each side
wall panel 213 and 214, as along respective fold lines
219 and 220, are outer shell rear wall panels 221 and
222. Respective outer shell top wall panels 223 and 224
are hingedly connected to the upper edges of side wall
panels 213 and 214 by fold lines 225 and 226. In addi-
tion, a flap or tab 227 extends from the lower end of
rear wall panel 221.

The bottom wall panel 212 may be provided at its op-
posite ends with regions of adhesive coating, as at 230
and 231, respectively adjacent to the forward and rear-
ward end regions of the bottom wall panel. The top wall
panel 223 may be entirely adhesive coated, as at 232,
and similarly the entire rear wall panel 222 may be ad-
hesive coated, as at 233. One end portion, the rear end
portion of top wall panel 224 may be adhesive coated,
as at 234,

Considering now the inner shell blank 210, the blank
may be cut and scored to define a rear wall panel 236
bounded on opposite sides by respective parallel fold
lines 237 and 238, and bounded along its upper edge
by a fold line 239. A partial side wall panel 240 extends
from one side edge of the rear wall panel 236, being
hingedly connected to the latter by fold line 238, and
a full or complete side wall panel 241 extends from and
is hingedly connected to the opposite side of rear wall
panel 236 by the fold line or crease 237. A hinge panel
240 extends from and is hingedly connected to the
upper edge of rear wall panel 236, by the fold line 239.
The hinge panel 240 is bounded on its upper edge by
a fold line or crease 241, and a flap or tab 242 extends
from the upper edge of the hinge panel 240, being
hingedly connected thereto by the fold line 242. Ex-
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tending from one side of the hinge panel 240, being
hingedly connected thercto by a fold line 243, is a gen-
erally triangular stop panel 244,

Remote from the rear wall panel 236, therc extends
from the side wall panel 241, being hingedly connected
thereto by a fold line 245, a generally rectangular front
wall panel 246. Extending from the other side of the
front wall panel 246, as by a hinged connection or fold
line 247, is a partial side wall panel 248. Extending
from the lower end of the front wall panel 246, being
connected thereto by a fold line 249, is a tab or flap
250.

The assembly and formation of blanks 210 and 211
is illustrated in FIG. 1, where it will be seen that the
inner blank 210 has been wrapped around a quantity of
cigarettes 118, which may be previously bound with an
inner wrap 99, as in the first described embodiment. As
shown in FIG. 31, the partial side wall panel 240 has
been swung into facing, adhesive engagement with the
inner wrap 99 and the complementary partial side wall
panel 248, Also, the hinge member tab or flap 242 has
been swung downwardly to overlie the upper ends of
adjacent cigarettes 118, while the tab or flap 250 has
been swung upwardly and inwardly to underlie the
lower front region of the adjacent cigarettes.

Further in FIG. 31, the outer shell bottom wall 212
has been folded 90° upwardly with respect to the outer
shell side wall 213, and the outer shell rear wall panel
221 has been folded ninety degrees inwardly with re-
spect to the side wall 213. The tab or flap 229 on the
lower end of the rear wall panel 221 has been swung
into overlying secured engagement with the adhesive
coating 231 of the bottom wall 212.

With the folded and secured blank 210 of FIG. 1
seated on the bottom outer shell wall 212, the side wall
panel 214 may be swung upwardly and the rear wall
panel 222 swung inwardly into adhesive engagement
with the associated rear wall panel 221, all to assume
the conditions shown in FIG. 2.

To complete the package from the conditions.shown
in FIG. 32, it is only necessary to swing the top wall
panel 224 downwardly and inwardly to adhesively en-
gage the coated region 234 with the upper surface of
tab 242. The other top wall panel 223 may then be
swung inwardly and downwardly to adhesively overlie
the top wall panel 224 to complete the package.

The completed package is shown in FIG. 33, and
there generally designated 260, including the inner
shell 261 and outer shell 262, respectively formed from
the inner shell blank part 210 and outer shell blank part
211. The inner shell 261, as seen in FIG. 33, has been
shifted to its open position, wherein the inner shell has
pivoted about its lower front corner, being held against
other than pivotal movement by adhesive securement
of the tab 250 to the adhesive coating 230. Upon this
pivotal shifting movement, the hinge panel 240 swings
about its hinged connection 239 through an over-dead-
center position in the manner of a toggle, as described
hereinbefore and in said copending patent application.
It will be observed that the upper end of the hinged
panel or snap lock 240 is anchored to the top wall 223,
224 of the outer shell 262 by the tab or flap 242 being
secured to the adhesive coating 234. Thus, while the
previously described embodiments illustrate the hinged
panel or snap lock as having its upper end connected
to the rear wall of the outer shell, the connection may
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also be made to the upper or top wall of the outer shell,
if desired.

While the side wall 213 and 214 of the outer shell
262 are illustrated as provided with finger notches 217
and 218 for withdrawing the inner shell 261 to its open
position, it is appreciated that the outer shell back wall
221, 22 may be provided with an opening or other suit-
able means for engaging a finger to open the package
260 by a squeezing manipulation, in the manner of the
aforedescribed embodiment.

Considering now the additional embodiment shown
in FIGS. 42-54, a package is there generally designated
360, as in FIG. 46, and is advantageously formed from
a pair of blank parts 310 and 311, respectively shown
in FIGS. 42 and 43.

The blank part 311 of FIG. 43 is adapted to form the
outer shell 362 of the package 360, and includes a gen-
erally rectangular outer shell bottom wall 312, and a
pair of generally rectangular outer shell side walls 313
and 314 extending respectively from opposite sides of
the bottom wall and hingedly connected thereto by fold
lines 315 and 316. The side wall panels 313 and 314
may be respectively formed along their forward edges
with finger notches or cutouts 317 and 318, and are
further provided at their outer or upper ends with re-
spective top wall panels 323 and 324 hingedly con-
nected, as by fold lines 325 and 326 to the adjacent side
wall panels. As thus far described, the outer shell blank
part 311 is substantially identical to the outer shell
blank part 211 of FIG. 30.

Extending from the rear edge of side wall panel 313,
being hingedly connected thereto by fold line 319, is a
rear wall panel 321. The side wall panel 314 has its rear
edge defined by a fold line 320, and a rear wall panel
322 hingedly connected by the fold line 320 to the side
wall panel 314, A tab 327 extends from the lower end
of rear wall panel 321, being hingedly connected to the
latter by a fold line 328.

In addition, the bottom wall panel 312 is provided at
opposite ends with adhesive coatings, a forward coating
330, and a rear adhesive coating 331, The top wall
panel 323 may be covered with adhesive 332, while the
complementary top wall panel 324 of the instant em-
bodiment does not require any adhesive coating.

The rear wall panel 321 may be formed with an angu-
late, generally L-shaped cut or slit 334 extending gen-
erally horizontally inwardly from the longitudinal edge,
and thence vertically upwardly along the fold line 319
and terminating short of the upper end of the latter fold
line. From the upper end of the angulate cut 334, gen-
erally horizontally toward the longitudinal edge of rear
wall panel 321, there extends a fold line 335. As best
seen in FIG. 43, the fold line 335 combines with the an-
gulate cut 334 to definc therebetween of the intermedi-
ate material of rear wall panel 321 a flap or tab 340,
The lower end region of the flap or tab 340 may be ad-
hesively coated, as at 341 thé rear wall panel 322 is ad-
hesively coated in separate regions, as at 342 and 343,
leaving an uncoated region, for a purpose appearing
presently. :

The inner shell blank part 310 is shown in FIG. 42,
and includes an inner rear wall panel 345 bounded on
opposite side edges by a pair of parallel fold lines 346
and 347. Extending from the rear wall panel 345 and
hingedly connected thereby by fold line 346 is a partial
side wall panel 348. Extending from and hingedly con-
nected to the other side of the rear wall panel 345, as
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by the fold linc or crease 347, is a full or complete side
wall panel 349, and a front wall panel 350 is hingedly
connected to the side wall panel 349 by a fold linc or
crease 351. Extending from the other side of the front
wall panel 350, and hingedly connected thereto by a
fold line or crease 352, is an additional partial side wall
panel 353. A lower end flap 354 extends from the lower
end of the front wall panel 350, being hingedly con-
nected thercto by a fold line 355. The partial side wall
panel 348 may be adhesively coated, as at 356.

The method of setting up the pair of blank parts 310
and 311 to form the package 360 is shown in FIG. 44,
the blank part 310 having been folded about a group of
cigarettes 118 inner wrapped, as at 99, the adhesive
coated partial side wall panel adhesively engaging the
inner wrap 99 and the partial side wall panel 248.

The outer shell blank part 311 is shown in FIG. 44
with the side wall panel 313 swung upwardly about the
fold line 315, the rear wall panel 321 swung forwardly
about its hinged connection 319, and the lower end flap
327 secured to the adhesive region 331. With the for-
ward lower end tab or flap 354 of the inner shell 361
swung inwardly and upwardly, the inner shell is seated
on the bottom wall 312 to secure the flap 354 to the ad-
hesive region 330.

It is then only necessary to swing the side wall panel
314 upwardly and swing the rear wall panel 322 in-
wardly against the rear wall panel 321, to assume the
condition shown in FIG. 45. In this condition, the rear
wall panel 322 will be adhesively secured to the rear
wall panel 321 except at the uncoated intermediate re-
gion of the panel 322. Thus, the hinge panel or flap 340
remains unsecured to the outer rear wall panel 322, for
a purpose appearing presently. :

In order to complete the package 360 from the con-
dition shown in 345, it is only necessary to swing the
top wall section 324 inwardly and downwardly, and
subsequently swing.the outer top wall section 323 in-
wardly and downwardly into adhesive securement with
the inner top wall section. ‘

The instant package 360 may then be conveniently
opened, as by grasping through the finger notches 317
and 318 to swing the inner shell 361 to its open position
shown in FIGS. 46 and 47. In the latter figure it will be
seen that the hinge panel 340 defines a snap lock swing-
able to overcenter positions in the manner of a toggle
linkage, being integral with the inner rear wall panel
321 of the outer shell 362, and adhesively secured to
the rear wall 345 of the inner shell.

While the rear walls 321, 322 of the outer shell 362
is imperforate, it will be appreciated that the outer shell
rear wall may be provided with a finger opening, if de-
sired, to enable the hereinbefore described single-
handed squeeze-type operation.

From the foregoing, it will now be appreciated that,
in each of the several embodiments, the outer shell is
constituted of a generally rectangular or multi-edge
bottom wall or surface, as provided by the overlying
bottom wall panels 138 and 140 of the first described
embodiment. A plurality of side walls upstand from the
bottom wall along the edges thereof, the side walls 128
and 130 of the first described embodiment upstanding
from: opposite sides of the bottom wall 138, 140, and
a rear wall 122 upstanding from the rear edge of the
bottom wall. The number of upstanding walls 128, 130
and 122 is less than the number of edges of the bottom
wall 138, 140, so that the outer shell 114 has its front
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open, as between the front edges of the upstanding side
walls 128 and 130.

The inner shell 116 is pivotally connected to the
outer shell 114 by adhesive securement of the flap 180
at the lower front region to the adhesive coating 93 of
the bottom wall panel 14§. By this pivotal connection
of flap 180, the inner shell 116 is swingable between its
open and closed positions of FIGS. 3 and 5, respec-
tively. The panel 144 functions in the manner of a snap-
lock as described in said copending patent applications.

Of course, the several embodiments described herein
may each be considered as including an outer shell hav-
ing a multi-edge bottom surface and a plurality of side
walls upstanding from the bottom surface, with the
number of side walls being less than the number of bot-
tom surface edges so as to leave an opening in the outer
shell. Also, the inner shell of each embodiment is pivot-
ally connected to the outer shell for movement be-
tween the closed and open positions for storing and dis-
pensing the contents.

In view of the foregoing description and illustration,
it is now understood that the instant invention provides
a container-dispenser for cigarettes and the like which
is extremely simple in operation, permitting of a simple
single-handed opening and closing, being operative
with a minimum of frictional resistance, which is eco-
nomical in manufacture to achieve production with an
absolute minimum of waste, being capable of utilizing
conventional machinery, and which otherwise fully ac-
complishes its intended objects.

Although the present invention has been described in
some detail by way of illustration and example for pur-
poses of clarity of understanding, it is understood that
certain changes and modifications may be made within
the spirit of the invention.

What is claimed is:

1. A package for cigarettes and the like, said package
comprising an outer shell having a multi-edge bottom
surface and a plurality of side walls upstanding there-
from, the number of side walls being at least one less
than the number of edges of said bottom surface such
that said outer shell includes an clongate opening
therein; one of said side walls constituting a rear wall
oppositely disposed with respect to said elongated
opening, an inner shell pivotally connected to said
outer shell and movable between a first position within
said outer shell in which the interior of said inner shell
is inaccessible and a second position partially out of the
confines of said outer shell in which the interior of said
inner shell is accessible; and snap-lock means joining a
rear wall of said inner shell with said outer shell for
firmly seating said inner shell in either of said first and
second positions only, and for precluding said inner
shell from being withdrawn completely out of the con-
fines of said outer shell, said snap-lock mecans further
maintaining said inner shell rigid and for precluding
said inner shell from moving from either of its two posi-
ticns accidentally, said outer shell rear wall having a
through finger opening, whereby a single-handed
squeezing of said outer shell to pass a finger through
said finger opening toward said inner shell shifts the lat-
ter from said first position to said second position, and
single-handed squeezing against the exposed part of
said inner shell returns the latter from said second posi-
tion to said first position,

2. The package of claim 1, in combination with a clo-
sure extending across said finger opening and severably
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connected to said outer shell, said closure being adhe-
sively secured to said inner shell for movement there-
with and severance from said outer shell upon inner
shell shifting from said first position to said second po-
sition.

3. The package of claim 2, said closure being severa-
bly connected to said outer shell about a closed config-
uration for complete detachment from said outer shell
upon severance by said shifting.

4. The package of claim 2, said closure being severa-
bly connected to said outer shell about an open config-
uration for partial detachment from said outer shell
upon severance by said shifting to leave a connecting
portion extending swingably between said shells.

5. The package of claim 4, said connecting portion
comprising an auxiliary snap-lock swingable between
overcenter positions upon said shifting.

6. A package for cigarettes and the like, said package
comprising: an outer shell having a multi-edge bottom
surface and a plurality of side walls upstanding there-
from, the number of side walls being at least one less
than the number of edges of said bottom surface such
that said outer shell includes an elongated opening
therein: one of said side walls constituting a rear wall
oppositely disposed with respect to said elongated
opening, an inner shell pivotally connected to said
outer shell and movable between a first position within
said outer shell in which the interior of said inner shell
is inaccessible and a second position partially out of the
confines of said outer shell in which the interior of said
inner shell is accessible; and snap-lock means joining a
rear wall of said inner shell with said outer shell for
firmly seating said inner shell in either of said first and
second positions only, and for precluding said inner
shell from being withdrawn completely out of the con-
fines of said outer shell, said snap-lock means further
maintaining said inner shell rigid and for precluding
said inner shell from moving from either of its two posi-
tions accidentally, said inner and outer shells being in-
tegrally fabricated of a sheet printed on a single side
with said inner shell folded into said outer shell so that
the unprinted side of said inner shell faces outwardly
through said elongated opening.

7. The package of claim 6, in combination with a
cover panel extending integrally from one edge of said
inner shell and folded in externally overlying relation
therewith facing outwardly and presenting the printed
side through said elongated opening.

8. A package for cigarettes and the like, said package
comprising: an outer shell having a multi-edge bottom
surface and a plurality of side walls upstanding there-
from, the number of side walls being at least one less
than the number of edges of said bottom surface such
that the outer shell includes an elongated opening
therein; one of said side walls constituting a rear wall
oppositely disposed with respect to said elongated
opening, an inner shell pivotally connected to.said
outer shell and movable between a first position within
said outer shcll in which the interior of said inner shell
is inaccessible and a second position partially out of the
confines of said outer shell in which the interior of said
inner shell is accessible; said rear wall having a through
finger opening with a closure extending across said fin-
ger opening and severably connected to said outer
shell, said closure being adhesively secured to said
inner shell for movement therewith and severance from
said outer shell upon inner shell shifting from said first
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position to said second position, whereby a single-
handed squeezing of said outer shell to pass a finger
through said finger opening toward said inner shell
shifts the latter from said first position to said sccond
position, and single-handed squeezing against the ex-
posed part of said inner shell returns the latter from
said second position to said first position.

9. The package of claim 8, said closure being severa-
bly connected to said outer shell about a closed config-
uration for complete detachment from said outer shell
upon severance by said shifting.

10. The package according to claim 8, said closure
being severably connected to said outer shell about an
open configuration for partial detachment from said
outer shell upon severance by said shifting to leave a
connecting portion extending swingably between said
shells.

11. The package according to claim 10, said connect-
ing portion comprising an auxiliary snap-lock swing-
able between overcenter positions upon said shifting.

12. A package for cigarettes and the like, said pack-
age comprising: an outer shell having a multi-edge bot-
tom surface and a plurality of side walls upstanding
therefrom, the number of side walls being at least one
less than the number of edges of said bottom surface
such that said outer shell includes an elongated opening
therein; one of said side walls constituting a rear wall

oppositely disposed with respect to said elongated.

opening, an inner shell pivotally connected to said
outer shell and movable between a first position within
said outer shell in which the interior of said.inner shell
is inaccessible and a second position partially out of the
confines of said outer shell in which the interior of said
inner shell is accessible; said. inner and outer shells
being integrally fabricated of a sheet printed on a single
side with said inner shell folded into said outer shell so
that the unprinted side of said inner shell faces out-
wardly through said elongated opening, and a cover
panel extending integrally from one edge of said inner
shell and folded in externally overlying relation there-
with facing outwardly and presenting the printed side
through said elongated opening.

13. A package for cigarettes and the like, said pack-
age comprising: an outer shell having a multi-edge bot-
tom surface and a plurality of side walls upstanding
therefrom, the number of side walls being at least one
less than the number of edges of said bottom surface
such that said outer shell includes an elongated opening
therein; one of said side walls constituting a rear wall
oppositely disposed with respect to said elongate open-
ing, an inner shell pivotally connected to said outer
shell and movable between a first position within said
outer shell in which the interior of said inner shell is in-
accessible and a second position partially out of the
confines of said outer shell in which the interior or said
inner shell is accessible; and snap-lock means joining a
rear wall of said inner shell with said outer shell for
firmly seating said inner shell in said first and second
positions, and for precluding said inner shell from being
withdrawn completely out of the confines of said outer
shell, said snap-lock means further maintaining said
inner shell rigid and for precluding said inner shell from
moving from either of its two positions accidentally,
said inner shell including a front wall which closes said
elongated opening when said inner shell is in its first po-
sition and is hingedly secured to the one edge of said
bottom surface of said outer shell which does not in-
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clude a side wall upstanding therefrom, said rear wall
of said inner shell substantially abutting said rear wall
of said outer shell when said inner shell is in its first po-
sition; and said snap-lock means comprising a joining
member hingedly connected at opposite cnds to the
upper end of said rear wall of said inncr shell and the
upper end of said outer shell respectively, said joining
member passing over center with respect to a first
imaginary diagonal joining the upper end of the rear
wall of said outer shell with said one edge of said bot-
tom surface whenever said inner shell is moved be-
tween its first and second positions.

14. The package of claim 13, said joining member ex-
tending integrally from said inner shell and being adhe-
sively secured to said outer shell.

15. A package for cigarettes and the like, said pack-
age comprising: an outer shell having a multi-edge bot-
tom surface and a plurality of side walls upstanding
therefrom, the number of side walls being at least one
less than the number of edges of said bottom surface
such that said outer shell includes an elongated opening
therein; one of said side walls constituting a rear wall
oppositely disposed with respect to said elongated
opening, an inner shell pivotally connected to said
outer shell:and movable between a first position within
said outer shell in which the interior of said inner shell
is inaccessible and a second position partially out of the
confines of said outer shell in which the interior of said
inner shell is accessible; and snap-lock means joining a
rear wall of said inner shell with said outer shell for
firmly seating said inner shell in said first and second
positions, and for precluding said inner shell from being
withdrawn completely out of the confines of said outer
shell, said snap-lock means further maintaining said

* inner shell rigid and for precluding said inner shell from

moving from either of its two positions accidentally,
said inner shell including a front wall which closes said
elongated opening when said inner shell is in its first po-
sition and is hingedly secured to the one edge of said
bottom surface of said outer shell which does not in-
clude a side wall upstanding therefrom, said inner shell
rear wall substantially abutting the rear wall of said
outer shell when said inner shell is in its first position;
said snap-lock means comprising a joining member
hingedly connected at opposite ends to the rear walls
of said inner and outer shells, respectively spaced
below the upper end of said outer member rear wall.

16. The package according to claim 18, said joining
member extendinG integrally from said outer shell and
being adhesively secured to said inner shell.

17. A non-piece blank for forming a package for cig-
arettes and the like, said blank comprising: an outer
shell rear wall panel having a pair of parallel longitudi-
nal side edges and a pair of parallel end edges; a pair
of outer shell side wall panels hingedly connected to re-
spective ones of said pair of londitudinal edges of said

_outer shell rear wall panel; a snap-lock panel having
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two pairs of oppositely disposed parallel edges, one
edge thereof hingedly secured to one of said end edges
of said outer shell rear wall panel; an inner shell rear
wall panel hingedly secured to the edge of said snap-
lock panel which is opposite said one edge thereof; a
partial inner shell side wall panel hingedly secured to
one longitudinal edge of said inner shell rear wall panel;
a complete inner shell side wall panel hingedly secured -
to the opposite longitudinal edge of said inner shell rear
wall panel; an inner shell front wall panel hingedly se-
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cured along one longitudinal edge thereof to the oppo-
site longitudinal edge of said complete inner shell side
wall panel; a second partial inner shell side wall panel
hingedly secured to the opposite longitudinal edge of
said inner shell front wall panel; and a triangular panel
hingedly secured to one edge of said other pair of oppo-
sitely disposed parallel edges of said snap-lock panel to
serve as a stop member for said inner shell in said open
position, said rear wall panel being formed with a
through finger hole for passing a user’s finger to shift
the inner shell to open position.

18. The blank of claim 19, in combination with a clo-
sure detachably secured in closing relation with said
finger hole for removal therefrom in use.

19. The blank of claim 18, in combination with adhe-
sive on said closure for securement of the latter to the
inner shell for movement therewith.

20. The blank according to claim 19, said closure
being severably connected to said rear wall panel about
a closed configuration for complete detachment from
said rear wall panel upon severance by said shifting.

21. A blank according to claim 19, said closure being
severably connected to said rear wall panel about an
open configuration for partial detachment from said
rear wall panel upon severance by said shifting to leave
a connecting portion extending swingably between said
shells. ’

22. A one-piece blank printed on a single side for
forming a package for cigarettes and the like, said
blank comprising: an outer shell rear wall panel having
a pair of parallel longitudinal side edges and a pair of
parallel end edges; a pair of outer shell side wall panels
hingedly connected to respective ones of said pair of
longitudinal edges of said outer shell rear wall panels;
a snap-lock panel having two pairs of oppositely dis-
posed parallel edges, one edge thereof hingedly se-
cured to one of said end edges of said outer shell rear
wall panel; an inner shell rear wall panel hingedly se-
cured to the edge of said snap-lock panel which is op-
posite said one edge thereof; a partial inner shell side
wall panel hingedly secured to one longitudinal edge of
said inner shell rear wall panels; a complete inner shell
side wall panel hingedly secured to the opposite longi-
tudinal edge of said inner shell rear wall panel; an inner
shell front wall panel hingedly secured along one longi-
tudinal edge thereof to the opposite longitudinal edge
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thereof to the opposite longitudinal edge of said com-
plete inner shell side wall panel; a second partial inner
shell side wall panel hingedly secured to the opposite
longitudinal edge of said inner shell front wall panel; a
triangular panel hingedly secured to one edge of said
other pair of oppositely disposed parallel edges of said
snap-lock panels to serve as a stop member for said
inner shell in the open position, and a cover panel ex-
tending from and hingedly connected to one end edge
of said inner shell front wall, for doubling into facing
engagement with the latter to expose the single side of
the blank.

23. A package for cigarettes and the like, said pack-
age comprising: an inner shell and an outer shell and
means connecting said shells for pivotally moving said
inner shell between a first position within said outer
shell in which the interior of said inner shell is inacces-
sible and a second position partially out of the confines
of said outer shell in which the interior of said inner
shell is accessible; said inner shell being formed from
a first blank having an elongate outer shell end panel,
a pair of outer shell side panels extending from and
hingedly secured to opposite longitudinal sides of said
end panel, a pair of partial outer shell end panels
hingedly secured to opposite ends of said side panels,
and a pair of partial outer shell rear panels hingedly se-
cured to the side of respective side panels; said inner
shell being formed from a second blank having an inner
shell rear panel, a partial inner shell side panel hingedly
secured to one side of said inner shell rear panel, a
complete inner shell side panel hingedly secured to the
other side of said inner shell rear panel, an elongate
inner shell front panel having one side edge hingedly
secured to said complete inner shell side panel remote
from said inner shell rear panel, and an additional par-
tial inner shell side panel hingedly secured to the other
side edge of said inner shell front panel; and said means
connecting said shells being a snap-lock panel hingedly
secured to one of said inner and outer shell rear panels.

24. A package according to claim 23, said snap-lock
panel being hingedly secured to the upper edge of said
inner shell rear panel.

25. A package according to claim 23, said snap-lock
panel being hingedly secured to one of said partial

outer shell rear panels.
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