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(57) Abstract: The invention provides a system for matching a first party with a second party, which includes a processor (16) for
supplying information to a cellular telephone (28) of the first party and for processing responses received from the cellular tele-
phone of the first party, a storage unit (18) for storing the information to be supplied to parties wishing to be matched and for stor-
ing data in respect of the first party, a message generating module (20) for generating a message to be sent to the first and/or the
second party via a cellular telephone network (26), and a first interface (14) for connecting with an Unstructured Supplementary
Service Data ("USSD") platform (30) such that the information supplied to the cellular telephone of the first party and the re-
sponses thereto are transferred between the processor and the cellular telephone in aUSSD manner. Thus, the invention provides
amethod of matching afirst party with a second party, by establishing a communication link (32) with an Unstructured Supple-
mentary Service Data ("USSD") platform that is connected, via a USSD session, with a cellular telephone of the first party, sup-
plying information to the cellular telephone of the first party via the USSD platform, receiving responses from the cellular tele-
phone of the first party via the USSD platform, processing the responses from the first party, matching the first party with an ap-
propriate second party, and generating and transmitting a message to the first and/or the second party via a cellular telephone net-
work to introduce the two parties.
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MATCHING BUYERS AND SELLERS

This invention relates to the matching of parties such as buyers and
sellers of goods, services and property, and employers and employees by means of
mobile telephones. More particularly it relates to a system for matching parties and to a

method of matching parties.

Thus, according to a first aspect of the invention there is provided a

system for matching a first party with a second party, which includes

a processor for supplying information to a cellular telephone of the first party
and for processing responses received from the cellular telephone of the first party;

a storage unit for storing the information to be supplied to parties wishing to be
matched and for storing data in respect of the first party;

a message generating module for generating a message to be sent to the first
and/or the second party via a cellular telephone network; and

a first interface for connecting with an Unstructured Supplementary Service
Data ("USSD") platform such that the information supplied to the cellular telephone of
the first party and the responses thereto are transferred between the processor and the

cellular telephone in a USSD manner.

According to a second aspect of the invention there is provided a method

of matching a first party with a second party, which includes

establishing a communication link with an Unstructured Supplementary Service
Data ("USSD") platform that is connected, via a USSD session, with a cellular telephone
of the first party;

supplying information to the cellular telephone of the first party via the USSD
platform;

receiving responses from the cellular telephone of the first party via the USSD
platform;

processing the responses from the first party;
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matching the first party with an appropriate second party; and
generating and transmitting a message to the first and/or the second party via a

cellular telephone network to introduce the two parties,

It will thus be appreciated that the initial communication with the first

party is via a USSD session.

As indicated above the parties may be buyers and sellers of goods,

services and property, and people looking for work and employers seeking employees.

The USSD platform may be located at a network operator or at an

aggregator and the first interface may be connected therewith via a data line..

The first interface may be connected with the USSD platform only if the
first party has sufficient funds in credit with the network operator. Thus, either the
network operator or the aggregator may first check if the first party that is seeking to
connect with a facility providing the matching service has sufficient funds, before

connecting the USSD platform with the first interface.

The system may further include a GSM engine whereby the message is
transmitted to the first and/or the second party Alternatively this could be done by the
aggregator, the message being supplied to the aggregator via the first interface.

The system may also include the USSD platform.

The message sent to the first and/or second party may be a text message

(such as an SMS) or in an audio visual form (such as an MMS).

The system may further include a second interface for connecting the

processor with the Internet, such that information may be received from the second
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party via the Internet.

The invention will now be described by way of a non-limiting example,
with reference to the accompanying schematic drawing which shows a system for

matching and introducing parties in accordance with the invention. .

Referring to the drawing a system for matching and introducing parties
in accordance with the invention is designated generally by reference numeral 10.
The system 10 comprises a GSM engine 12, a first interface unit 14, a processor 16,
a storage unit 18, a message generator 20 and a second interface 22.  The first
interface unit 14 communicates with a USSD platform 30 via a data line 32. The
USSD platform is interconnected with a cellular telephone network, indicated
generally by 26. The second interface 22 communicates with the Internet 24. The

USSD platform 30 is located at a network operator or an aggregator.

Prospective sellers of goods, services and/or property and prospective
employers, record their goods, services, property and positions via the Internet in
conventional fashion, details of the goods, services, property and positions being
stored in a structured manner in databases in the storage unit 18. If a prospective
purchaser of the goods, services or property, or a person seeking work, wishes to
investigate what is available, that person operates his cell phone 28 by dialing a
predetermined number, and a USSD session is established with the USSD platform
30. The USSD platform checks if the person has a suitable credit balance with the
relevant network operator, and if so, establishes a data connection with the first
interface unit 14, via the data line 32. A USSD session is then conducted between
the processor 16 and the cell phone 28, with the processor providing the person with
various options and the person then selecting one of the available options. This is
done in a USSD manner with various menus being sent to the cell phone 28, as
determined by the processor 16, with the person responding accordingly, in an

interactive manner. When the relevant information has been obtained from the
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person the USSD session is terminated and the processor checks the information in
the relevant database to see if there is a match for the prospective purchaser or the

person seeking work.

Thus, the processor 16 then determines if there is a match between the
prospective purchaser or employee and any supplier or employer. If there is a
match, the processor 16 arranges for the message generator to generate an
appropriate SMS or MMS which is sent to the cell phone 28 by the GSM engine 12,
using the person's cell phone number, which is supplied from the USSD platform 30

or is extracted from data supplied during the USSD session.

It will be appreciated that prospective purchasers or employees could

also submit their details via their cell phones 28, also using a USSD session.
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CLAIMS:

1. A system for matching a first party with a second party, which includes

a processor for supplying information to a cellular telephone of the first party
and for processing responses received from the cellular telephone of the first party;

a storage unit for storing the information to be supplied to parties wishing to be
matched and for storing data in respect of the first party;

a message generating module for generating a message to be sent to the first
and/or the second party via a cellular telephone network; and

a first interface for connecting with an Unstructured Supplementary Service
Data ("USSD") platform such that the information supplied to the cellular telephone of
the first party and the responses thereto are transferred between the processor and the

cellular telephone in a USSD manner.

2. The system as claimed in Claim 1, in which the parties are buyers and

sellers of goods, services or property.

3. The system as claimed in Claim 1, in which the parties are people looking

for work and employers seeking employees.

4. The system as claimed in Claim 1, which includes a data line connecting

the first interface with the USSD platform.

5. The system as claimed in Claim 1, in which the USSD platform is located

at a network operator.

6. The system as claimed in Claim 1, in which the USSD platform is located

at an aggregator.
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7. The system as claimed in Claim 1, in which the first interface is connected
with the USSD platform only if the first party has sufficient funds in credit with the

network operator.

8. The system as claimed in Claim 1, which includes a GSM engine whereby

the message is transmitted to the first and/or the second party.

9. The system as claimed in Claim 6, in which the message is transmitted via

the first interface to the cellular telephone of the first party, via the aggregator.

10. The system as claimed in Claim 1, which includes the USSD platform.

11. The system as claimed in Claim 1, which includes a second interface for

connecting the processor to the Internet.

12. A method of matching a first party with a second party, which includes

establishing a communication link with an Unstructured Supplementary Service
Data ("USSD") platform that is connected, via a USSD session, with a cellular telephone
of the first party;

supplying information to the cellular telephone of the first party via the USSD
platform;

receiving responses from the cellular telephone of the first party via the USSD
platform;

processing the responses from the first party;

matching the first party with an appropriate second party; and

generating and transmitting a message to the first and/or the second party via a

cellular telephone network to introduce the two parties,

13. The method as claimed in Claim 12, in which the parties are buyers and
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sellers of goods, services or property.

14. The method claimed in Claim 12, in which the parties are people looking

for work and employers seeking employees.

15. The method claimed in Claim 12, in which the USSD platform is located at

a network operator.

16. The method as claimed in Claim 12, in which the communication link with

the USSD platform is via a data line.

17. The method as claimed in Claim 12, in which the USSD platform is located

at an aggregator.

18. The method as claimed in Claim 12, in which the communication link with
the USSD platform is established only if the first party has sufficient funds in credit with

the network operator.

19. The method as claimed in Claim 12, which includes directly transmitting

the message to the first party and/or the second party.

20. The method as claimed in Claim 17, which includes indirectly transmitting

the message to the first party and/or the second party via the aggregator.

21. The method as claimed in Claim 12, which includes receiving information

from a second party via the Internet.

22. A system for matching a first party with a second party, substantially as

herein described, with reference to the accompanying drawing.
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5 23 A method of matching a first party with a second party, substantially as

herein described, with reference to the accompanying drawing.
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